
Spring 2027
Program Specific Required Courses
The required courses below are listed by program. Unless specified, courses are offered in Fall and Spring semesters. Refer to Solar for course offerings and meeting details.
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Communication BA

COM 100: Introduction to Communication
COM 120: Fundamentals of Public Speaking 
COM 202: Intercultural Communication
COM 206: Interpersonal Communication 
COM 208: Mass Communication
COM 210: Responsible Media Making
COM 306: Modes of Media Criticism** 
COM 307: Critical Media Theory* 
COM 314: Communication Research 
COM 315: Communication Theory
COM 351: Team Collaboration and Community Engagement
COM 495: Communication Senior Project

Journalism BA

JRN 101: News Literacy 
POL 102: Introduction to American Government
COM 106: Introduction to Mass Media 
JRN 116: Introduction to Digital Journalism 
COM 208: Mass Communication 
JRN 216: Intermediate Digital Journalism 
JRN 217: Journalistic Reporting and Writing
JRN 301: The Changing Business of News 
JRN 303: Global Issues in Journalism 
COM 305: Mass Communication Law and Ethics
JRN 311: Advanced Digital Journalism – Text* 
JRN 312: Podcasting, Radio, and Storytelling** 
JRN 313: Advanced Digital Journalism – Video
JRN 339: Foreign Reporting
JRN 490: Journalism Senior Project
Mass Communication BS

JRN 101: News Literacy 
COM 106: Introduction to Mass Media
COM 120: Fundamentals of Public Speaking 
COM 207: Media Writing 
COM 208: Mass Communication 
COM 305: Mass Communication Law and Ethics 
COM 306: Modes of Media Criticism** 
COM 307: Critical Media Theory* 
COM 316: Mass Communication Research Methods
COM 317: Mass Communication Theory 
COM 415: Data Analysis and Storytelling
COM 491: Mass Communication Capstone

Communication and Innovation Minor

Communication and Innovation is a joint minor between the School of Communication and Journalism and the College of Business. Only COM courses are listed below. Refer to Solar for BUS course offerings.

COM 120: Fundamentals of Public Speaking 
COM 351: Team Collaboration and Community Engagement
COM 365: Talking Science







* = Offered in the Fall semester 
** = Offered in the Spring semester



Communication (COM) Elective Courses
Elective courses rotate every semester and are program specific. Course offerings and meeting details are subject to change. Refer to Solar for the most up to date information.

COM 107: AI and Creativity
SBC: ARTS, TECH 
An introduction to how to (and how not to) use generative artificial intelligence (AI) to create media. This course explores the roots of creativity, art, and the relationship of technology to culture and expression. Focus is placed on learning how generative AI works, how it is constructed, how it produces what it does, and what opportunities and limitations it brings. Students will use generative AI as a tool to explore creative self-expression to communicate ideas across media, and explore the use of creative tools through time, from the canvas to the printing press, to film and recording devices, and now the computer and AI. The course will also cover problems related to AI, including cultural bias, race, power, and questions of safety. Students will get hands-on experience with various tools of generative AI, receive demonstrations of how artists are using them, and hear from expert guests.
                            
Section 1: Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:00 PM to 3:20 PM EST, in-person

Section 30: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:00 AM to 12:20 PM EST, online synchronous

Section 31: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30 PM to 4:50 PM EST, online synchronous

COM 346: Race, Class, and Gender in Media 
Prerequisites: Communication, Journalism or Mass Communication Major and Minor; U3 or U4 Standing
A critical examination of race, class, and gender in contemporary media. The class will explore traditional and social media to understand how identity and social configurations shape and are shaped by media. Participants will analyze how media industries and media representations relate to national and global diversity and explore theories that seek to explain media’s role in representing race, class, and gender and how media influence our experience of diversity. Course participants will produce a collaboratively designed media project that comments on and challenges misrepresentations.

Section 1: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30 PM to 4:50 PM EST, in-person

COM 351: Team Collaboration and Community Engagement 
Prerequisites: Communication or Rhetoric and Writing Major or Minor or Communication and Innovation (CBI) Minor; U3 or U4 Standing
SBC: EXP+
This course takes a team science approach to enhance project-based, cross-disciplinary collaboration. There is an emphasis on small group communication for enhanced collaboration among team members who offer a range of expertise, perspectives, and experiences. Students will work together on a variety of short projects that seek to address community needs, both within Stony Brook University and the broader Long Island community. Each project requires students to answer complex questions, communicate effectively and efficiently in small group settings, and assess their team’s ongoing performance. Through this process students will gain clarity on their own communication styles and learn key communication skills for effective leaders.

Section S01: Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30 AM to 10:50 AM EST, in-person

Section S02: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30 PM to 4:50 PM EST, in-person

COM 365: Talking Science 
Prerequisite: U3 or U4 Standing
SBC: SPK
Designed to help undergraduate students in the sciences communicate effectively and responsively with multiple audiences, from peers and professors to potential employers and the media. Rather than a bag of tricks and techniques, this course will push a shift in the students’ understanding of communication: 1) audience-centered, 2) goal oriented, and 3) dynamic. Among the techniques we use are improvisational theatre exercises that will help you connect with an audience, pay close and dynamic attention to others, read non-verbal cues, and respond freely without self-consciousness. We also will strongly focus on storytelling as a medium through which this communication shift occurs.

Section S01: Mondays from 3:30 PM to 6:20 PM EDT, online and in-person

Section S02: Wednesdays from 3:30 PM to 6:20 PM EDT, online and in-person

COM 405: Political Communication 
Prerequisites: Communication or Rhetoric and Writing Major or Minor; U3 or U4 Standing
An exploration of the interdisciplinary field of political communication, looking at how media, political elites, and citizens interact. The course approaches political communication from both normative and empirical perspectives. The course begins with discussions on normative models for how political communication should contribute to democratic citizenship and governance. Students will then examine the deviations, limitations, and distractions of those normative ideals in practice across different contexts. The roles of various forms of communication will be examined in the U.S. and international political processes. Course content explores macro perspectives on culture, ideology, and political economy; organizational models of news production and deliberation; and micro approaches in the political psychology of media use and cognition.

Section 1: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30 PM to 4:50 PM EST, in-person

COM 415: Data Analysis and Storytelling 
Prerequisites: Communication, Journalism, Mass Communication or Rhetoric and Writing Major or Minor; U3 or U4 Standing
SBC: STAS
A skill-building exploration of communicating empirical data to different audiences using stories. Using existing data, students practice interpreting data and implementing storytelling tools to create clarity and meaning within goal-oriented, narratives about topics from climate change to population health, and plant science. Through the Alda Method® for science communication, students learn to engage in clear and vivid communication that ensures data is communicated with integrity and accuracy, which leads to improved understanding by the public, media, patients, elected officials, and others outside of their own discipline. The Alda Method® supports experiential learning by integrating teaching strategies from improvisational theater, communication, journalism, public health, and other relevant fields.

Section 1: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:30 PM to 1:50 PM EST, in-person

COM 434: Argumentation and Persuasion 
Prerequisites: Communication or Rhetoric and Writing Major or Minor; C or higher in COM 100; U3 or U4 Standing

An introduction to persuasive communication and social influence and study of foundational theories and important frameworks that guide the practice of persuasion in applied settings. Students will learn how changes in attitudes and behavior may generally occur and particular attention will be paid to message features that are believed to generate predictable effects. How such effects may be moderated by source, audience, and context factors will also be examined. Students will practice persuasive arguments through both written and oral communication.

Section 1: Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30 AM to 10:50 AM EST, in-person



Journalism (JRN) Elective Courses
Elective courses rotate every semester and are program specific. Course offerings and meeting details are subject to change. Refer to Solar for the most up to date information.

JRN 322: Working Newsroom
Prerequisite: C or higher in JRN 216
Students work under real deadlines for local news outlets producing print and digital news and feature stories. Students will work with local Long Island editors and the instructor to brainstorm story ideas and create assignments to be covered primarily off campus for publication. Students will switch editing and reporting roles during the semester.

Section 1: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:30 PM to 1:50 PM EST, in-person

JRN 336: Sports Reporting
Prerequisite: C or higher in JRN 216 or COM 207; U3 or U4 Standing
This course is designed to prepare students to report, write and produce sports stories in print, broadcast and online, from sports news to behind-the-scenes issues that resonate in the world of sports. Upon completion of this course, students should be as comfortable covering a government hearing on steroids in professional sports as covering a basketball game.

Section 1: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:00 PM to 3:20 PM EST, in-person

JRN 367: Opinion Journalism
Prerequisites: U3 or U4 Standing
A writing-intensive experience on the various aspects of opinion journalism, from columns to commentary, editorials, op-ed, blogs, reviews, and letters to the editor. What makes effective opinions? How does opinion journalism differ from news reporting? When do opinions and commentary qualify as journalism? When do they not qualify? What has been the historical role of opinion in journalism? How did it change and why? What impact has the internet and cable television had on opinion journalism and commentary? This course covers print, broadcast, and all forms of news media emphasizing the importance of reporting, critical thinking and clear writing.

Section 1: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 AM to 10:50 PM EST, in-person

JRN 390: Special Topics in Journalism
Prerequisite: U3 or U4 Standing
This special topics course will deal with timely and contemporary issues that affect journalists and journalism. The issues could range from the press in wartime to how the press covers presidential campaigns.

Topic: Science Journalism with Prof Zachary Dowdy

Students explore and document the work of researchers in the physical, natural and social sciences through interaction with scientists, science journalists and their publications, and institutions performing or cataloging research. Collaborations have included the Turkana Basin Institute (TBI), the renowned program founded by Dr. Richard Leakey, that facilitates scientific research as it pertains to ape and human origins and evolution, and the Department of Geosciences, featuring the study of space exploration by NASA. Journalism students as well as students from other disciplines produce multimedia journalism projects.

Section 1: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:00 PM to 3:20 PM EST, in-person


Topic: Open Source Investigative Journalism with Prof Sarah Baxter and Jasmine Perry, Journalist at Storyful, the social media and visual verification newswire for Dow Jones

This course will equip students with the skills needed for open source intelligence investigations (OSINT), focusing on social media newsgathering, visual verification, and the application of search engines and open source intelligence tools. Students will explore how to efficiently utilize social media platforms to collect information, and learn techniques for analyzing and authenticating photos and videos from these platforms. Additionally, the course will cover the use of search engines, OSINT tools and publicly accessible information to enhance investigations. Students will also develop skills in identifying AI and manipulated visuals. Throughout the course, ethical and practical considerations of conducting open source investigations will also be emphasized, preparing students to apply these practices responsibly in real-world contexts.

Section 2: Wednesdays from 9:30 AM to 12:20 PM EST, in-person

JRN 413: Journalisms of the Global South
Reserved for Journalism Without Walls Students only
A historical and socio-communicational exploration of the genres and styles of journalism that emerged and shaped the different regions of the Global South from the early mercantile expansion of the 17th century into the 21st century. In parallel with the colonial push into the Americas, Asia and the Pacific, journalistic narratives start to shape the Western view of the new worlds. But the process has a dual nature: these styles and genres are appropriated, re-signified and repurposed locally, giving birth to an array of journalisms that do not conform with their Western counterparts. Crónicas, corridos, roman feuilleton, and a vast number of other forms of journalisms born in the Global South are discussed during this course. The class aims to expand the Western idea of journalism as the watchdog of democracy and to understand journalism in the Global South in its historical context, including its political, pedagogical and literary roles.

Section 1: Tuesdays from 9:30 AM to 12:20 PM EST, in-person

JRN 487: Independent Study – How to Report on Protests
Prerequisite: Permission of Undergraduate Program Director

This pioneering course will result in a student-led multimedia guide to safe, legal and accurate reporting on protests, published by Marie Colvin Center for International Reporting. We will work with seasoned journalists and media organizations, including the Campaign to Protect Journalists and Microsoft’s AI for Good Lab, to develop the skills students and early career journalists need to report ethically from the frontlines of marches, riots and protests and shine a spotlight on potential abuses of power.

Section T01: Thursdays from 11:00 AM to 12:15 PM EST, in-person; Additional independent work required 
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