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Stony Brook University is a flagship of the State University of New York (SUNY) system and is the top public university in New York 
State. With nearly 26,000 students, more than 2,900 faculty members, over 200,000 alumni, and a premier academic healthcare 
system, Stony Brook is a distinguished center of innovation dedicated to addressing the world’s biggest challenges. Stony Brook is 
internationally recognized for its research and medical programs and is a member of the prestigious Association of American 
Universities (AAU). In 2026, U.S. News & World Report ranked Stony Brook as the #59 overall university and #26 among public 
universities. 

Stony Brook University is located approximately 60 miles east of Manhattan on Long Island’s beautiful North Shore. Situated on 
1,454 acres, the campus encompasses 12 schools and colleges; a Research and Development Park; a host of centers and institutes 
that range in focus from education, arts, and culture to STEM, business, and medicine. The University also includes Stony Brook 
Medicine, Long Island’s premier academic health system, encompassing five health sciences schools, four hospitals, 200 
community-based healthcare settings, and a growing number of clinical affiliations. Stony Brook University has an additional 
teaching and research campus in Southampton, New York, which is home to graduate arts programs, health sciences professional 
programs, and the Marine Sciences Center. Since 1998, Stony Brook, in partnership with Battelle, has managed Brookhaven 
National Laboratory, one of only 17 Department of Energy national labs, with many faculty members holding joint appointments. 

Stony Brook is nationally recognized for academic excellence and for promoting student social mobility with a proud history of 
undergraduate student success. The University’s distinguished faculty have earned esteemed awards such as the Nobel Prize, the 
Fields Medal, the Pulitzer Prize, the Indianapolis Prize for Animal Conservation, the Abel Prize, and the Breakthrough Prize in 
Mathematics. In 2023, Stony Brook was named the anchor institution for The New York Climate Exchange, a historic partnership to 
build an international climate solutions center on Governors Island in New York City. 

Stony Brook’s growing endowment, nearing $1 billion, will propel the University’s efforts in education, research, and service. Since 
the historic $500 million Simons Infinity Investment was announced in June 2023, (10) endowed chairs and professorships, (1) 
endowed dean, and (24) new endowed scholarships and fellowships have been established. 

Find more information about Stony Brook University here.

Stony Brook University Today

https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/rd-park/
https://www.stonybrookmedicine.edu/
https://www.stonybrookmedicine.edu/
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.bnl.gov/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6OWFhMDpiOTI0ODQ2NGEzYzczMTBiMzE4MDRlNjdmYzA1MGY2NzA4ZjdlMWM1NjUzODRiMGQ5MjFkMTY0Mjk1MzE2ZmUxOnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.bnl.gov/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6OWFhMDpiOTI0ODQ2NGEzYzczMTBiMzE4MDRlNjdmYzA1MGY2NzA4ZjdlMWM1NjUzODRiMGQ5MjFkMTY0Mjk1MzE2ZmUxOnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.nyclimateexchange.org/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6YjAyMTpjZTA2YzAyM2I3MTRhNmE3ODY4ZmE4ODJkN2I2M2RlNzFiNWJhMTk5NmVmYzhkMDM1N2RhN2FhNTg3YjZhMjg1OnA6VDpG
https://www.stonybrook.edu/
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In a moment of tremendous opportunity for impact in higher education, scientific discovery, and research excellence, and with a 
historic investment from New York State to support the growth of its research enterprise, Stony Brook University seeks a 
compelling and visionary leader to serve as its next Vice President for Research and Innovation (VPRI). Reporting directly to 
President Andrea Goldsmith, and working in close collaboration with Provost Carl Lejuez, Executive Vice President for Stony Brook 
Medicine William Wertheim, the Deans of Stony Brook's Schools and Colleges, and the leadership of its academic health system, 
the next VPRI will work to elevate and amplify the reach and impact of the entirety of Stony Brook’s research enterprise and 
advance its deep ties with key partners such as Brookhaven National Laboratory, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, the New York 
Climate Exchange, and industry and community organizations in the region. The next VPRI will also be charged with bolstering 
Stony Brook’s notable state, federal, and foundation funding with private-sector partnerships, expanding clinical research and 
trials, and significantly accelerating commercialization and innovation activity. This leader will be pivotal in advancing Stony 
Brook’s position as New York’s #1 public university, with a particular focus on reimagining how a top-tier public research 
institution can collaborate with industry, national labs, and state partners to drive breakthrough discoveries, innovations, new 
enterprise creation, and significant economic development. 

The role calls for an ambitious, collaborative, and strategic leader with the capacity to inspire a broad range of stakeholders 
around the future possibilities for Stony Brook’s research excellence and impact. Stony Brook’s next VPRI will be capable of 
fostering novel interdisciplinary collaborations and delivering results across a complex ecosystem of cross-sector partnerships 
that spans the entirety of Stony Brook’s research enterprise, from clinical trials to basic science, foundational discovery to 
translational impact, and disciplines that range across and between medicine, engineering, the humanities, and physical, life, and 
social sciences. To meet its ambitions and unlock its full potential, Stony Brook’s next VPRI will strive to evolve its operating 
model, ensuring that Stony Brook's research and innovation enterprise can better serve and support its faculty, researchers, 
students, and staff to foster a new phase of growth and impact. 

This is an opportunity to lead a research enterprise that is poised to make significant investments through New York State’s bold 
agenda and at an institution that prizes ambition, collaboration, and excellence. Stony Brook seeks a VPRI who will truly elevate 
its research mission, positioning the university as a global leader in research and innovation. 

The Leadership Opportunity

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-300-million-investment-suny-stony-brooks-quantum-research-and___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6Zjc5MDoxYzk0N2EyM2YyMWZmOTJmNzE1NzhhYjZmZjVhMjQ5YjY3YzJlNWMxODQzYTg4ZTkyOGI0MGE1MWU0MDAzZDQ4OnA6VDpG
https://www.stonybrook.edu/pres/about/bio.html
https://www.stonybrook.edu/pres/governance/lejuez-bio.html
https://www.stonybrook.edu/pres/governance/lejuez-bio.html
https://www.stonybrook.edu/pres/governance/w-wertheim-bio.html
https://www.stonybrookmedicine.edu/
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.bnl.gov/world/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6YTZlMjo1NmVlMjUxNzdiNDRjMGZkZGY5ZjBiNjk5YTIxNTNhZjMzM2EwZWRiNTI0N2FkZTkxNTA3NzkyNWI0ZjM5MWUzOnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://cshl.edu/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6ZDcyMToxOWU3Mzc5YTU0OGZkZTk2Yjk3MWMwNmFjN2JmOTgwZjMxNmY1N2Y0MTkxMDQyYWNmNGE0M2ZiNWJmZDU5M2U4OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.nyclimateexchange.org/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6ZjVhNjplNTcwY2QxMDdjNDE2NmI1YTE1MzA5MTYyOTc1MWYwYzU4YjFlN2E0ZWZmZDliNGM4YjllMWU3MjBlNzNiZDgwOnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.nyclimateexchange.org/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6ZjVhNjplNTcwY2QxMDdjNDE2NmI1YTE1MzA5MTYyOTc1MWYwYzU4YjFlN2E0ZWZmZDliNGM4YjllMWU3MjBlNzNiZDgwOnA6VDpG
https://www.stonybrook.edu/momentum/
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As one of two designated flagship universities of the State University of New York (SUNY) system and as a member of 
the Association of American Universities (AAU), Stony Brook University stands among the nation's leading public 
research institutions. A Tier 1 research university and the largest single-site employer on Long Island, Stony Brook's 
research and innovation enterprise is a vital catalyst for the region's economy, health, and culture, translating discovery 
into impact across the life sciences, quantum information, clean energy, artificial intelligence, and beyond.

Research by the Numbers
• $372M in annual research and development expenditures 
• $8.93B in annual economic impact on Long Island
• 3,000+ research faculty 
• 2,000+ sponsored awards 
• 900+ U.S. patents issued 
• 259 active clinical trials
• ~$280M in all-time royalty income received 
• 4 Nobel Prizes linked to Stony Brook research 

Leadership in Quantum Information Science and Technology
In September 2025, Governor Kathy Hochul announced a $300 million investment to establish the Quantum Research 
and Innovation Hub at Stony Brook, positioning the University to become one of the premier global centers for 
Quantum Information Science and Technology, with a particular focus on quantum communication and networking. 
Stony Brook is also leading SCY-QNet, an NSF-funded National Quantum Virtual Laboratory project to build the world’s 
longest terrestrial quantum communication network, linking nodes that will connect atomic quantum processing units 
across Stony Brook, Brookhaven, Columbia, and Yale, extending entanglement across 270 km from Eastern Long Island 
to New York City and soon to extend to upstate New York. 

The Office of  the Vice Provost for Research and InnovationStony Brook’s Research and Innovation Portfolio

https://www.stonybrook.edu/quantum/
https://www.stonybrook.edu/quantum/
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/physics/figueroa-research-group/scy-qnet/
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/physics/figueroa-research-group/scy-qnet/
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/physics/figueroa-research-group/scy-qnet/
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Research Centers & Institutes
Stony Brook's research enterprise is powered by a range of internationally recognized centers and institutes, including:
• AI Innovation Institute (AI3)
• The Center for Healthy Aging
• The Laufer Center
• The Center for Biotechnology
• Simons Center for Geometry and Physics 
• Institute for Advanced Computational Science 
• Advanced Energy Research and Technology Center (AERTC) 
• A comprehensive academic medical research portfolio including the Stony Brook Cancer Center, with the Renaissance 

School of Medicine generating $129M in sponsored research expenditures in FY2025

Notable Research Strengths:

• Biomedical discovery – cancer biology, infectious disease, neuroscience, drug discovery

• Engineering – bioengineering, power and electronics, cybersecurity, computer vision, robotics, energy systems

• Computing and AI – high-performance computing, artificial intelligence, quantum information science

• Physical sciences and mathematics – theoretical physics, geometry, astronomy, astrophysics, planetary sciences

• Interdisciplinary research – marine and atmospheric sciences, clean water and climate, human origins and 
paleoanthropology, computational biology, biotechnology 

Strategic Partnership with Brookhaven National Laboratory
For nearly three decades, Stony Brook has cultivated a singular relationship with Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL), a U.S. 
Department of Energy national lab located less than 20 miles from campus. The partnership encompasses joint faculty 
appointments, shared access to world-class instrumentation, and a long-running SBU–BNL Seed Grant Program, which in 2025 
awarded nearly nine collaborative projects spanning agentic AI, quantum networking, atmospheric science, and advanced 
materials. This proximity and integration give Stony Brook researchers a competitive edge in pursuing high-impact, mission-
critical science.

The Office of  the Vice Provost for Research and InnovationStony Brook’s Research and Innovation Portfolio, continued

https://www.stonybrook.edu/about/centers-and-institutes/
https://ai.stonybrook.edu/
https://ai.stonybrook.edu/
https://renaissance.stonybrookmedicine.edu/healthy-aging
https://renaissance.stonybrookmedicine.edu/healthy-aging
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://laufercenter.org/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6Njc1MzplMGRiYWI3ZjdiMDI0NjhkYmI5OWMyMjY3NmEyMTZkYzFmNTczNjg0ZDdhZjMwZWI3ZDY3Y2MyMjU4ZGM2MjAxOnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://laufercenter.org/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6Njc1MzplMGRiYWI3ZjdiMDI0NjhkYmI5OWMyMjY3NmEyMTZkYzFmNTczNjg0ZDdhZjMwZWI3ZDY3Y2MyMjU4ZGM2MjAxOnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://centerforbiotechnology.org/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6MWRmNDpkZDdlMzAxMjk1Y2VjM2YyOTQ4MDJiMmU2MjM1YjA0OTA4MTBiMWIzNDVlYmY2MDJlOWI2ZDg2MWM1NjA3MTQxOnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://centerforbiotechnology.org/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6MWRmNDpkZDdlMzAxMjk1Y2VjM2YyOTQ4MDJiMmU2MjM1YjA0OTA4MTBiMWIzNDVlYmY2MDJlOWI2ZDg2MWM1NjA3MTQxOnA6VDpG
https://scgp.stonybrook.edu/
https://scgp.stonybrook.edu/
https://iacs.stonybrook.edu/
https://iacs.stonybrook.edu/
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://www.aertc.org/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6YzRiMzo2MmE2OTNjMjg3OGJkMDUzMDg5OWNhNDgyMjU2YTJlNjViNjA5MzBjMWYxNzU0Y2ViMzNhNDUzOTEyZmQ4NmM0OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://www.aertc.org/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6YzRiMzo2MmE2OTNjMjg3OGJkMDUzMDg5OWNhNDgyMjU2YTJlNjViNjA5MzBjMWYxNzU0Y2ViMzNhNDUzOTEyZmQ4NmM0OnA6VDpG
https://cancer.stonybrookmedicine.edu/
https://renaissance.stonybrookmedicine.edu/about/research
https://renaissance.stonybrookmedicine.edu/about/research
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.bnl.gov/___.YzJ1OnN0b255YnJvb2s6Yzpnb29nbGVfbWFpbF9hdHRhY2htZW50OjRkYmMxMjA5NWZhN2E4N2Q4ZjM3MzQ5NTUzNmExNTZmOjc6MGY2YTo1YTk3Y2M0ZjJiMjNmY2Y4YmRhYmFmOGQxNTI4M2IzYzUwNzhjZDk2YmJkOWRiMmIxMzA2NmE3YTNkZTE5NGFhOnA6VDpG
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The next Vice President for Research and Innovation will play a pivotal role in positioning Stony Brook as one of the nation's most 
impactful research universities. This leader will accelerate sponsored research growth, diversify Stony Brook’s funding portfolio, 
and elevate translational, clinical, and basic science capabilities. They will advance a modern, data-driven research infrastructure 
that spans the entirety of Stony Brook’s research enterprise, shared core facilities, and the academic medical center, reducing 
administrative friction and ensuring the highest level of compliance across a range of complex regulatory environments. Just as 
importantly, the next VPRI will serve as a trusted partner and strategist with the ability to articulate a compelling vision, guide 
cultural and structural change, and forge collaborations that translate discovery into impact.

Stony Brook’s next Vice President for Research and Innovation will be a successful leader with many of the following attributes, 
characteristics, and experiences:

Intellectual stature and curiosity, with a distinguished record of scholarship and funded research or other meaningful exposure 
to the dynamics of a top-tier research enterprise, alongside the ability to articulate a vision for the future of research. Prior 
engagement with biomedical and/or clinical research is preferred. 

Demonstrated success as an administrative, executive, and/or operational leader in a context of significant complexity and 
commensurate scope and scale, with the ability to build and lead high-performing teams across a broad area of oversight. 

A deep understanding of and passion for the research process, faculty and researcher needs, and an academically rigorous 
culture rooted in excellence and impact.

Strong communication and interpersonal engagement skills, with the ability to effectively partner and build trust with a broad 
range of stakeholder constituencies.

Proven ability to develop and advance effective collaborations, with experience fostering both internal and external 
partnerships.

Demonstrated understanding of corporate partnerships, innovation ecosystems, and venture creation, with the judgment to 
engage the private sector in ways that drive impact while protecting academic values; prior engagement with research 
development, technology transfer, and commercialization is preferred. 

Familiarity with federal, foundation, and industry-funded research processes and structures, including federal research 
regulations, compliance, sponsored programs, and post-award processes.

Candidate Profile: Ideal Experiences and Qualifications
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Stony Brook values diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility (DEIA). The University is recognized for promoting social mobility and economic 
growth for students. A Stanford study ranked Stony Brook among the top universities in helping low-income students advance, outperforming 
many better-funded public and private universities. 

U.S. News & World Report 2026 Best Colleges also ranks Stony Brook #12 among national universities in social mobility. The University 
outperforms the national graduation rates of four-year institutions regardless of race or ethnicity. Stony Brook graduates have less debt than 
the national average of college graduates, and 95% of recent graduates are either employed or continuing their education. In 2026, U.S. News 
& World Report ranked Stony Brook as a top-30 public institution and the #1 public university in New York State.

Stony Brook University is committed to excellence in diversity and the creation of an inclusive learning and working environment. All qualified 
applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, pregnancy, familial status, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, and all other protected classes under 
federal or state laws.

Stony Brook University is committed to creating and maintaining a workplace and educational environment that is safe, accessible, and free of 
all forms of discrimination, sexual misconduct or research misconduct, among other infractions. In support of this commitment, candidates for 
employment will be required to disclose such employment-related misconduct findings and pending investigations or proceedings, and final 
candidates for certain faculty and staff positions will authorize their current and previous employer(s) from the last seven (7) years to disclose 
such information to the University. Employment is contingent on your full and complete disclosure on these matters. In the event that you fail 
to disclose any such matter or in the event of an unsatisfactory outcome of the disclosure and review process, an offer of employment may be 
revoked at Stony Brook University's sole discretion. If Stony Brook University becomes aware of a failure to disclose or misrepresentation of 
any such matter after your employment commences, you may be subject to discipline, up to and including termination.

The Search Process

Spencer Stuart, a global executive search and leadership advisory firm, has been retained by Stony Brook University to help identify and recruit 
the new Vice President for Research and Innovation. All inquiries, nominations, and applications (CVs and letters of interest) should be sent 
electronically and in confidence to: StonyBrookVPRI@SpencerStuart.com. 

More About Stony Brook and The Search Process

mailto:StonyBrookVPRI@SpencerStuart.com
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