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On September 11, 2001, terrorists affiliated with the Islamist group al-Qaeda hijacked four 
commercial airplanes and launched coordinated suicide attacks on three sites in the United 
States. The World Trade Center twin towers collapsed that day, the Pentagon was damaged, and 
United Airlines Flight 93—meant for the U.S. Capitol or the White House—was brought down 
by passengers in a Pennsylvania field. This course will examine the historical origins, events, 
and aftermaths of those attacks as a turning point in American history. With particular focus on 
the WTC event and its ripple effects on Long Island, we will explore September 11 in the context 
of the late 20th c. War on Terror, national security and disaster planning,  changing media and 
communications technologies, and immigration trends and policies. We will also look at how 
September 11 has been remembered and memorialized over the last twenty-five years.  


