
 

Presidential Postdoctoral Extension Awards 
Fall 2021 Call for Applications  
Version 7/1/21 

Fall 2021 Application Deadline: August 15, 2021 11:59pm 

Presidential Postdoctoral Extension Awards: A postdoctoral extension award would provide up to six 
months of funding and appointment as an SBU postdoctoral scholar for awarded doctoral students who 
opt to graduate "early." To be eligible, doctoral students must be within the median time-to-degree for 
their discipline as determined by benchmarking with our peer institutions (see eligibility criteria below). 
The goal is to incentivize meritorious students who are “on time” to consider graduating on time or 
earlier. The six-month postdoc appointment would allow Presidential Postdoc Fellows to finish up their 
current thesis projects and have time to secure a new position. Successful applications will demonstrate 
outstanding achievement, steady progress to degree, a feasible plan for completing degree 
requirements by the target graduation date, a compelling narrative for how this award would help the 
student advance their career goals, and a detailed timeline of activities for advancing scholarship and 
career development goals during the six-month funding period after graduation.  

Awards: Successful applicants will receive up to six months of salary support at the minimum SBU State 
Postdoc Associate salary level (which includes location pay) starting the month immediately after the 
semester of graduation (this cannot be negotiated). Awardees will be appointed into postdoctoral 
employee positions that continue their current dissertation work, with their thesis advisor as their 
supervisor. Awardees will be expected to finish up existing projects, publish, engage in career and 
professional development, and work to secure a new position without teaching or other service 
requirements. The appointment includes standard NY State UUP benefits for temporary, full-time 
appointments (see Why Work Here? site from HR).  

We anticipate 5 awards will be made in this competition. 

Eligibility: Eligible applicants: 

● Are doctoral (PhD and DMA) students in good standing who have advanced to candidacy; 

● Are on-track to graduate either December 2021, May 2022, or August 2022. The Thesis 
Overview & Progress document (see application materials) should justify the selected semester 
and the feasibility of the student graduating at that time;  

● Must be within the median time-to-degree for their discipline according to national 
benchmarks in the proposed semester of graduation. The median benchmarks to be used for 
this competition are detailed in the accompanying table, which uses national benchmarking 
from peer universities developed by SBU Office of Institutional Research, Planning, and 
Effectiveness.  
 
A student’s time to degree will be calculated from the first day of their first admitted semester 
as a G3 in their graduation program (and if a student was never a G3, the first day of the first 
semester as a G4) to commencement day of the projected graduation semester. Any leaves of 
absence should be included in this total duration. To calculate, take this total number of days, 

https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/jobs/working-here/index.php
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divide by 365; this number must be less than or equal to the benchmark number in the 
accompanying table for your graduate program. No exceptions will be made; 

● Are enrolled full- or part-time at the time of application, and if selected, will be appointed as a 
full-time employee during the funding period; and  

● Will be eligible to work in the United States during the funded period. 

Awards are contingent upon successful completion of degree requirements in time to become eligible 
for postdoctoral appointment starting the month immediately following the term of graduation. 
International student applicants should plan for any time needed to obtain the necessary employment 
authorization, such as OPT.  

How to Apply: Application materials EXCEPT for the advisor letter of support will be submitted through 
an online application form found here: 

grad.stonybrook.edu/cost-funding/Presidential-Dissertation 

The form will ask applicants to upload their application materials (listed below) as PDF files, except 
where otherwise noted.  

The advisor letter of support should be emailed directly to fellowships@stonybrook.edu and must 
include the student’s name in the subject line.  

The applicant is the student, but the student’s thesis advisor must attest in the letter of support that 
they have reviewed the application and support it. 

Application Deadline: August 15, 2021 11:59pm 

Application Materials:  

● FORMAT:  
o Materials should be uploaded to the application form where indicated as separate files. 
o All text should be single-spaced, have at least one-inch margins, and use Arial or Times New 

Roman 11-point font, except where otherwise noted below.  
o Filenames must follow the stated conventions below.  
o Applications that deviate from these instructions will be considered non-compliant and will 

not be reviewed. 
● SBU Unofficial Transcript  

o Download PDF of unofficial transcript from SOLAR. 
o Filename: Lastname-Transcript.pdf 

● Thesis Overview & Progress (two pages):  
o The Thesis Overview & Progress should include two sections that use the following headers:  

▪ Thesis Summary 
▪ Thesis Progress 

o Thesis Summary: This section should summarize very briefly the student’s dissertation or 
thesis work in a way that a non-specialist outside the field could understand.  

o Thesis Progress: This section should provide an overview of progress toward completion of 
degree and a plan for completing remaining work, including milestones and target defense 

https://grad.stonybrook.edu/cost-funding/Presidential-Dissertation
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date. They should be summarized in a way that reviewers from any discipline can 
understand the feasibility of the student’s plan to graduate by the target date. 

o Filename: Lastname-Thesis.pdf 
● Thesis Chapter (open format): 

o Include one (and only one) completed dissertation or thesis chapter  
o If a dissertation or thesis is not required in the student’s discipline, the applicant should 

instead include equivalent, appropriate evidence of concrete progress to degree. 
o No need to format or modify this in any way for the multidisciplinary faculty review 

committee.  
o Filename: Lastname-Chapter.pdf (or equivalent) 

● Statement of Purpose (one page):  
o The Statement of Purpose should describe the student’s career goals and how this six-

month award will help the student advance those goals.  
o The statement should be a narrative, one-page essay that addresses the following points:  

▪ The student’s concrete career goals; 
▪ Steps the student has already taken to prepare for those goals;  
▪ How specific activities proposed in the student’s timeline (see below) for the 

funding period relate to their career goals. 
o This document and the Award Timeline below should work together to explain the student’s 

plans during the proposed award period. 
o Filename: Lastname-Purpose.pdf 

● Award Timeline (one page):  
o The Postdoc Extension Award Timeline should include detailed goals and milestones for 

proposed work during the six-month funding period of this award.  
o The timeline must include concrete steps for both research activities and career 

development.  
o Research activities may include steps for wrapping up the student’s dissertation work, 

preparations to start new collaborations or new directions to extend dissertation work, or 
steps to lay the groundwork for new research ideas or projects.  

o Career development activities may include professional development workshops or other 
skills-building activities (e.g., joining the PhD Career Ladder Program), plans for job 
application preparation and submission (e.g., connecting with the Career Center, deadlines 
for application submission), or steps to build and leverage the student’s network for career 
advancement (e.g., plans for conference attendance or LinkedIn outreach).  

o Filename: Lastname-Timeline.pdf 
● Student’s CV (no more than 5 pages) 

o Include publications, awards, fellowships, and any other achievements. 
o Filename: Lastname-CV.pdf 

● Letter of support from advisor (no more than 3 pages) 

o The letter of support from the thesis advisor should detail why the student is a good fit for 
this award that includes an overview of the student’s achievements and progress to date, 
and the potential for this award to advance the student’s career  

o The advisor must attest in the letter that they have reviewed and support the submitted 
application. 
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o The letter should emphasize the critical role this award would play in the student’s 
continuing career advancement, in contrast to typical letters of reference that may 
emphasize the merits of the thesis work itself. 

o Since career progress may look different depending upon the discipline or degree program, 
the letter of support should justify the student’s fit to this award in a way that a multi-
disciplinary faculty review committee can understand it. 

o The letter of support should be sent directly to fellowships@stonybrook.edu by the 
advisor. 

 
Awardee Selection: Applications will be evaluated by a multi-disciplinary faculty review committee for 
the following criteria:  

● Solid record of achievement and steady, pre-pandemic progress; 
● Viability of plan to complete degree by the target graduation date;  
● Compelling and detailed narrative in statement of purpose for how this award would help the 

student advance their career goals; 
● Compelling timeline, goals, and milestones for research and career development during the funded 

period. 
 
Considerations will be made to ensure disciplinary equity and program balance.  

Timeline: There will only be one call for applications for these awards. The results of the current 
competition should be announced by October 2021, for awardees to start either January 2022, June 
2022, or September 2022. International student applicants should build time into their plans to obtain 
OPT or other relevant, eligible work status.  

Reporting: Awardees will be expected to submit a final report within three months of the end of the 
funded period. The report should describe progress toward stated goals, including major results, 
conclusions, publications or other resulting products, and summarize subsequent career steps following 
the award. 

Questions: Please address questions to fellowships@stonybrook.edu.  

Stony Brook University is committed to excellence in diversity and the creation of an inclusive learning, 
and working environment. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, pregnancy, familial status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status and all other protected classes 
under federal or state laws. 

If you need a disability-related accommodation, please call the university Office of Equity and Access 
(OEA) at (631) 632-6280 or visit OEA. 
 
Visit our WHY WORK HERE page to learn about the total benefits offered with this position. 

 

mailto:fellowships@stonybrook.edu
mailto:fellowships@stonybrook.edu
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/oea/
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/jobs/working-here/index.php


Presidential Postdoc Extension Awards - Doctoral Time to Degree Benchmarks
Eligible applicants must be within the Benchmark TTD number of years at target graduation date.

Stony Brook Graduate Program CIP 4 Desc

Median TTD 
(Years)

Benchmark 
TTD (Years 

Adjusted)

2604 - Cell/Cellular Biology and 
Anatomical Sciences 4.1 5

Anthropology 4502 - Anthropology 6.5 7

Applied Mathematics & Statistics 2703 - Applied Mathematics 4.9 5

Art History & Criticism 5007 - Fine and Studio Arts 6.3 7

Biochemistry & Structural Biology

2602 - Biochemistry, Biophysics and 
Molecular Biology 4.8 5

Biomedical Engineering 1405 - Biomedical/Medical Engineering 3.8 4

Biomedical Informatics 5127 - Medical Illustration and Informatics 4.4 5

Chemical & Molecular Engineering 1407 - Chemical Engineering 3.1 4

Cellular & Developmental Biology

2604 - Cell/Cellular Biology and 
Anatomical Sciences 4.1 5

Chemistry 4005 - Chemistry 3.5 4

Clinical Psychology

4228 - Clinical, Counseling and Applied 
Psychology 5.7 6

Civil Engineering 1408 - Civil Engineering 3.4 4

Cognitive Science 3025 - Cognitive Science 6.6 7

Computer Engineering 1409 - Computer Engineering 3.9 4

Computer Science

1101 - Computer and Information 
Sciences, General 3.9 4

Cultural Analysis & Theory

1601 - Linguistic, Comparative, and 
Related Language Studies and Services 6.3 7

Ecology & Evolution

2613 - Ecology, Evolution, Systematics, 
and Population Biology 5.1 6

Economics 4506 - Economics 4.5 5

Electrical Engineering

1410 - Electrical, Electronics and 
Communications Engineering 2.7 3

English

2301 - English Language and Literature, 
General 5.1 6

Genetics 2608 - Genetics 5.3 6

Geosciences

4006 - Geological and Earth 
Sciences/Geosciences 4.8 5

Health & Rehabilitation Sciences

5123 - Rehabilitation and Therapeutic 
Professions 4.7 5

Hispanic Languages & Literature

1609 - Romance Languages, Literatures, 
and Linguistics 6.0 7

History 5401 - History 5.5 6

About these data: These data show the median doctoral time to degree in years of public AAU institutions by 4 digit 
Classification of Instructional Program (CIP) codes. Only data for Stony Brook programs are included below. Data are 
source from the AAU Data exchange and follow guidelines for the Doctoral Time to Degree exchange item. These data 
show the number of years to completion from the first point of enrollment in the graduation doctoral program. Benchmarks 
are in median years, rounded up.

Anatomical Sciences

Source: AAU Data Exchange
Prepared by the Office of Institutional Research, Planning & Effectiveness - 3/23/2021
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Eligible applicants must be within the Benchmark TTD number of years at target graduation date.

Stony Brook Graduate Program CIP 4 Desc

Median TTD 
(Years)

Benchmark 
TTD (Years 

Adjusted)

About these data: These data show the median doctoral time to degree in years of public AAU institutions by 4 digit 
Classification of Instructional Program (CIP) codes. Only data for Stony Brook programs are included below. Data are 
source from the AAU Data exchange and follow guidelines for the Doctoral Time to Degree exchange item. These data 
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are in median years, rounded up.

Integrative Neuroscience 2615 - Neurobiology and Neurosciences 4.7 5

Linguistics

1601 - Linguistic, Comparative, and 
Related Language Studies and Services 6.3 7

Marine & Atmospheric Science 3032 - Marine Sciences 4.8 5

Materials Science & Engineering 1418 - Materials Engineering 3.7 4

Mathematics 2701 - Mathematics 4.0 5

Mechanical Engineering 1419 - Mechanical Engineering 2.9 3

Molecular & Cellular Biology

2602 - Biochemistry, Biophysics and 
Molecular Biology 4.8 5

Molecular & Cellular Pharmacology 2610 - Pharmacology and Toxicology 4.7 5

Molecular Biology & Biochemistry

2602 - Biochemistry, Biophysics and 
Molecular Biology 4.8 5

Molecular Genetics & Microbiology

2605 - Microbiological Sciences and 
Immunology 5.2 6

Music 5009 - Music 4.5 5

Music Performance (D.M.A.) 5009 - Music 4.5 5

Neuroscience 2615 - Neurobiology and Neurosciences 4.7 5

Oral Biology & Pathology

5105 - Advanced/Graduate Dentistry and 
Oral Sciences 4.7 5

Philosophy 3801 - Philosophy 6.7 7

Physics 4008 - Physics 4.3 5

Physiology & Biophysics

2609 - Physiology, Pathology and Related 
Sciences 5.1 6

Political Science 4510 - Political Science and Government 5.1 6

Population Health & Clinical Outcomes Research

5199 - Health Professions and Related 
Clinical Sciences, Other 2.6 3

Science Education

1313 - Teacher Education and 
Professional Development, Specific 
Subject Areas 5.6 6

Social Welfare 4407 - Social Work 4.5 5

Social/Health Psychology

4227 - Research and Experimental 
Psychology 5.3 6

Sociology 4511 - Sociology 5.7 6

Technology, Policy & Innovation 1499 - Engineering, Other 4.8 5

Women's Gender & Sexuality Studies

0502 - Ethnic, Cultural Minority, Gender, 
and Group Studies 6.5 7

Source: AAU Data Exchange
Prepared by the Office of Institutional Research, Planning & Effectiveness - 3/23/2021
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