Welcome to the
Physics and
Astronomy Graduate
Program!
‘

-Matt Dawber, GPD, August 19, 2019
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Incoming
MA Class

(31 Students)

Nikhil Bachhawat

Wenhan Guo

Aman Singal

Yue Chen

Yuying Guo

Yashvinder Singh

Dounan Du

Hongyi Huang

Jiacheng Sun

Karol Dyro

Sungrae Im

Ross Tagaras

Charles Eder

Xiaohang Jia

Praveen Wakwella

Hsin Fan

Kedarsh Kaushik

Kaitai Xiao

Soheil Farno

Arun Kingan

Minghao Xu

Apurva Gaikwad

Tsering Lodhen

Hongye Yu

Kundan Guha

Maria Lyukova

Zijian Zhou

Adithya Gungi

Yuanchi Qing

Tongzhou Guo

Sanil Raut

‘
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Incoming
MSI Class
(2 Students)

Kristina Finnelli
Nikhil Kumar

‘
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Incoming
PhD Class

(34 Students)

Duncan Adams

Jonathan Gordon

Amanda MacInnis

Jan Albert-Iglesias

Andrei Grekov

Jay Rutledge

Sergey Alekseev

Zehao Hu

Rocco Amorosso

Jiayu Ji

Alexander Smith
Clark

Dimitrios
Athanasakos

Mo Jia

Adam Busis

Grace Kim

Hailin Xu

Yichul Choi

Henry Klest

Zetong Xue

Samet Demircan

Waltraut Knop

Jiayang Yan

Vassu Doomra

Charles Kocher

Xiaoyu Yang

Matthew Forslund

Rian Koots

Zelong Zhang

Michael Giles

Mikhail Litvinov

Jiacheng Zhou

Surakawin Suebka

Eric Johnson
‘

Yu Ping Wang
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The
Programs

PhD and MSI students are supported by Teaching
Assistantships. This is a serious commitment of time and
energy. We will be spending much of this week on
training you for your role as TAs.
Besides teaching, PhD students should concentrate on
fulfilling the course requirements and getting to know
the research groups in the department and aim to work
with one of them in their first summer.
‘

As MA students do not generally teach they should
pursue a balance of courses and research. Be careful not
to overstretch yourself by taking too many demanding
courses!
MSI students follow a specific program, you should
work with Prof. Hal Metcalf to build this.
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Governance
The
Department

Chair: Axel Drees
Committees: Admissions Committee, Graduate
Committee, Mentoring Committee, Exam Committee,
Diversity Committee
‘

Undergraduate Program Director: Bob McCarthy
Graduate Program Director: Matt Dawber
Faculty Meetings: meets 4-6 times a year
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Staff
The
Department

Main office
• Don Sheehan (Assistant Director of the Graduate Program)
• Diane Diaferia, (Assistant to the Undergraduate Program
Director)
• Jin Bentley (Business Manager)
• Vicky Grove (Grants Manager)
‘
• Nathan Leoce-Schappin, Assistant
to the Chair

• Frank Chin, Director of the Physical Laboratories
• Rich Berscak, Building Manager

Instructional Laboratories
• Bent Nielsen
• Andrzej Lipski
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Faculty
The
Department

Regular Faculty – the ones you are most likely to
encounter teaching your courses and conducting research
on-site in our department
Adjunct Faculty – people whose primary appointment is
outside Stony Brook, frequently at BNL, but have an
appointment to allow them to supervise graduate students
Affiliated Faculty - people whose
primary appointment is
‘
at Stony Brook but not in our department, but have an
appointment to allow them to supervise graduate students

Students
What this is really all about. Your education is our mission
and we need you for our research!
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Graduate School

The
University

• Dean: Eric Wertheimer
• Assistant Deans: Lori Carron, Melissa Jordan
• Graduate Student Advocate: Ashley Porcello

International Services
• Assistant Dean: Lindsi Walker
‘

Graduate Student Organization (GSO)
• President: Xiaoqing Zhang
• P&A Senators: Dallas DeMartini, Julio Cesar Moreno
Graduate Student Employee Union
Stony Brook Research Assistants Union
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The
University

University Senate
• President: Nancy Tomes
• Graduate Council: Approves all the rules you will be
living by

Executive
• Interim President: Michael Bernstein
‘

• Interim Provost: Minghua Zhang
• Interim CAS Dean: Nicole Sampson
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• Accelerator Physics

Research
Groups

• Astronomy
• Atmospheric Sciences
• Atomic, Molecular and Optical Physics
• C.N. Yang Institute for Theoretical Physics
• Condensed Matter Physics
• High Energy Physics

‘

• Institute for Advanced Computational Science
• Nuclear Physics - Experiment
• Nuclear Physics - Theory
• Physical Biology - Laufer Center
• Simons Center for Geometry and Physics
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Other
Opportunities

Laboratories outside Stony Brook at
which you might do your thesis
research
• Brookhaven Laboratory (BNL): RHIC, NSLS-II,
Center for Functional Nanomaterials
‘
• Cold Spring Harbor (CSH): biological sciences
• CERN: Atlas
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Your role

• Student: Pass exams, register for courses, do homework, pass
tests, keep grade point average, watch for deadlines.
• Teacher: Teach undergraduate lab courses (occasionally
recitations), grade exams and homework.
• Researcher: Focus your interest, find and advisor, learn a
specialized field, do your own research
• Citizen: Be involved socially, vote at elections, help other students,
be supportive and understanding, do not tolerate academic or
‘
scientific dishonesty.
• US Citizens or Permanent Residents: Become a NY State Resident
as soon as possible (not later than December 15).Otherwise you
will be responsible for the difference between in-state and out-ofstate tuition.
• Keep your eye on the ball. Your main goal is to get your degree as
soon as possible
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Mentoring
Program

We have a mentoring program to provide
guidance and support. We are continuing to
evolve this program to improve it. You will learn
more about this year’s mentoring program on
Friday.
‘
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Webpage: Look at degree descriptions and FAQs

Information

https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/gradphysics-astronomy/degrees/
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/gradphysics-astronomy/resources/FAQ.php
Course Webpages can be found from the table at
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/grad‘
physics-astronomy/courses/
Past comps exams
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/gradphysics-astronomy/resources/Comps.php
Bulletin Boards on P level often have information
about useful opportunities
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Questions

Ask Don or me if you have any questions. Tell
us if you have any problems. The sooner we
know about something the better we can deal
with it, especially at the beginning of semester
when we are busy and there are a lot of
deadlines.
‘
Exception: visa problems, go directly to
International Services Office, you can tell us
about the problems, but there is little we can do.
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Orientation
Videos

There are 7 videos from the Graduate School at:
https://grad.stonybrook.edu/current_students/o
rientation_videos.php
• Introduction
• Policies and Procedures (2 parts)
• Health Insurance

‘

• Sexual Harassment and Discrimination
• Library and Technology
• Graduate Student Life

If you have not watched these do so as soon
as possible
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IT

The Solar System is a WEB portal for many of the University's
services. It is used for class search and registration, to access
course grades and an unofficial transcript, housing requests, to
manage personal information, etc. Your Solar account is
created when you get your Stony Brook ID number.
Blackboard is a class management interface used mostly for
undergraduate courses. Using this system, instructors can post
homeworks and mid-semester grades, send emails to the
students, among other functions. Although all students get a
‘
Blackboard account, graduate students are most likely to
encounter Blackboard as instructors of laboratory courses.
Email at Stony Brook is run by the Google email system.
Details can be found on the Google Mail Website. All students
get an email account in the format
firstname.lastname@stonybrook.edu.

18

IT

• The University has "SINC sites" with computers installed for
use by the students (these sites are used mostly by
undergraduates).
• There is free file storage space up to 2GB on the University's
servers ( MySBfiles ).
• Various software is available for free or at reduced cost,
please consult the DOIT Software Catalog to find if
something you need is available and the best way to get it
‘
• For general productivity software,
Microsoft Office can be
downloaded for free or you have access to unlimited storage
on Google Apps through your Stony Brook Google account.
Of course the open source purists among you can just go and
get LibreOffice and leave the University out of it!

• If you want to make a website the easiest way is probably to
use SB You.
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IT
First
Steps

WolfieNet is the campus wireless network which
you will want to get connected to. You should also
set up your Solar Account and NetID
Go to https://it.stonybrook.edu/students for
instructions
‘

WolfieNet can also be accessed through Eduroam
and I recommend setting this up so that you have
access in many places when you travel (or are at
BNL). https://it.stonybrook.edu/services/eduroam
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To connect your computer to the network, you need an IP address.
To get an IP address in the ESS building, email Doug Swesty
(Douglas.Swesty@stonybrook.edu).

Wired
network
access

To connect to the wired internet in the Physics and/or 6th floor of Math buildings you need to
register your computer (in fact your computer’s network card). To do this, send a request to
Dean Schamberger (dean.schamberger@stonybrook.edu) with the following: information:
1. Your full name and status (graduate student, visitor, etc.)
2. Your office location and telephone number.
3. Your research group if you belong to one.
4. The type of computer (laptop or desktop).

‘

5. Is the computer for personal use or part of the research group, ie, who owns it?
6. The name you want for your computer
7. The operating system the computer runs (linux, Unix, Windows, Macintosh, etc.).
8. The MAC ("Media Access Control") or physical address is a hardware addressthat uniquely
identifies each node of a network.
To get the physical address on a Linux or Macintosh computer, run the ifconfigcommand.
The physical address is six pairs of hex digits separated by colons, labeled “ether” under
“en0:” Example: “ether 00:25:4b:b1:58:f0”
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Email

The Electronic Post Office (EPO) gives you a generic email address
(which is usually Firstname.Lastname@stonybrook.edu) that directs
email to your Stony Brook Google Mail account. You all have such
account and all university email goes to this account
To find your email account, go to https://www.stonybrook.edu/mycloud
and login with your NetID and your Password. Can only be accessed
from a Stony Brook IP address.
Please note that your Stony Brook Google email account will be closed
the semester after you graduate or leave the University.
If you want to receive email on a different server, click on Settings
‘
(upper right) of your Google account.
More information on your Google Mail Account can be found at
https://it.stonybrook.edu/services/google-apps/mail
WE WILL USE THE GENERIC EMAIL ADDRESS IN ALL
COMMUNICATIONS, AND IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO READ
THIS ACCOUNT OR TO MAKE SURE THAT THE MAIL IS
FORWARDED TO AN ACCOUNT THAT YOU READ!!!
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Copy
Machines

• To use one of the copy machines for
research or teaching purposes please
see the main office for the key to the
copy machine room (P-115)
‘
• Please report any difficulties
with the
copy machine to the Main Office.
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ID Card

Once you are admitted to the university, you will have a
campus ID number that will allow you to log-on to the
SOLAR where class rosters/grades, etc. information
can be accessed. The ID number will also allow you to
obtain an ID card from the Campus Card Office, Rm.
254, Admin. Bldg. The ID card is your official
identification at Stony Brook University.
‘

Your ID card also gives you the ability to become a
member of the Island Federal Credit Union, which has
a branch in the basement of the Student Activities
Center, Rm. 009B.
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Parking

• Students with a TA or RA appointment may
obtain a parking permit for your car by logging
onto http://www.stonybrook.edu/parking . You
will need to provide your USB ID Number (or
Social Security Number) and the license plate
number from your car.‘
• Other students can park at the station or the
South-P lot and take a bus.
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Pay
Checks

• State paychecks are distributed in the Main Office
every other Wednesday.
• Research Foundation paychecks are distributed in
the Main Office every other Friday.
• Attendance Rosters must be signed electronically
each month for either payroll roster. I will
approve students supported
by the State.
‘
• Please see the Main Office for either State or
Research Foundation forms that will allow direct
deposit to your bank. This is a convenience to
you, and highly encouraged university practice.
• You can see your pay stubs on Solar.
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Travel

All travel by students on visas has to be approved by the
International Services Office. You will need a letter of
Good Standing which can be provided by Don.
When classes are in session you should avoid any travel.
If you have to leave nevertheless, please let me know
and tell me which arrangements you have made to cover
your TA duties. Also tell the Professors whose course
you are taking.
‘

If your travel is supported by grants your travel needs to
be approved via Foreign Travel Request Form and then
it will be approved by your advisor. It is recommended
to have your airfare arranged by the administrative
assistant of your advisor so that you do not have to put
up the money for the trip.
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Stony Brook University

Websites

http://www.stonybrook.edu
Department of Physics and Astronomy
http://www.physics.sunysb.edu/Physics/
Graduate Program
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/grad-physics-astronomy/
Graduate School
https://grad.stonybrook.edu

‘

IT guides
https://it.stonybrook.edu/services/it-guides
Solar
https://it.stonybrook.edu/services/solar
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• Hepatitis B. This is a serious liver disease that is transmitted by exchanging
bodily fluids. The infection is lifelong. The American College Health Association
recommends that all College students be vaccinated against this disease.

Medical
Advice

• Venereal diseases. Practice safe sex.
• Skin cancer. Use sunscreen and keep your body covered when outside.
• Lyme Disease. There are a lot of ticks on Long Island, with increasing numbers in
recent years. If you have a tick byte, get it checked out, and it you get the
classical symptoms of Lyme disease, immediately get it checked out.
• Poison Ivy. You don’t want to touch this plant. Even if, like me, you are not
sensitive to it as sensitivity can be acquired. Leaves of three, leave it be. Google it
‘
to make sure you recognize it.
• Counselling and Psychological Services.
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/studentaffairs/caps/ Do not be afraid to
use these services. More information will be presented on Thursday.
• Student Health Services:
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/studentaffairs/shs/
• Stay healthy. Practice moderation in all things, eat well, and look for ways to keep
fit (outdoor activities and campus sports facilities).
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Rest of
the week

• TA training
• Wednesday: Graduate School TA orientation
• Thursday: Ethics training and courses
• Friday: Presentations for TA training and
advising and register for courses
‘

• Tuesday-Wednesday-Saturday-Sunday:
Comprehensive and Placement Exam
• Find time to get ID card, set up email.
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Map

‘
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