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Department of Technology & Society  

EST  590 - 01   Seminar for MS, TSM Students (Class Number 95878) 
Monday 5:30PM - 8:20PM 

COMPUTER SCI 1310 WESTCAMPUS 
 

Instructor: Todd L. Pittinsky 
Email: todd.pittinsky@stonybrook.edu 
Website: www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/est/people/core_faculty/tpittinsky 
 

Office Hours: Monday 12 pm – 3 pm 
Office Location: Computer Science (Old) 1417 

   
  

Course Description 
This seminar is a forum for the discussion of research methods, project ideas, proposal preparation and the written and 
presentation of research proposals and results.  It is designed to meet the needs of early career researchers at both the Masters and 
Ph.D. level.  For Masters students, final product of this seminar is a master’s level project proposal.  Ph.D. students enrolled are 
expected to present progress on their own research.  Over the semester, students will participate in peer-review of each other’s 
work and learn elementary basics of ethical conduct in research. 
 
Learning Objectives 

1. Learn to better locate, read, and synthesize technology and society research. 
2. Identify, explain, and apply basic concepts of research, including: 

ü Identifying differences between quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods 
ü Mapping methods to research questions. 
ü Using theory and practice to develop research questions. 

3. Begin to recognize ethical issues involved in research, and ethical research practices. 
4. Construct a coherent research proposal (including Abstract, Introduction, Literature Review, Research Question(s), Ethical 

considerations, and Methodology). 
 
Grading 
25% Professor evaluation of weekly seminar participation  
25% Peer evaluations of group work (meetings 11,12 and 13) 
50%  Professor and possible research advisor evaluation of Research Proposal (end of semester) 



 

 
 

Semester Schedule and Readings 

 
Meeting Monday  Prepare for class… 

1 August 26   
 September 2 No class (Labor Day)  
2 September 9 Theory, Practice, & Research Questions Walliman, pp. 1-31 
3 September 16 Reviewing Literature Walliman, pp. 59-70 
4 September 23 Research Ethics Walliman, pp. 43-58 
5 September 30  No meeting, online work (Rosh Hashanah)  
6 October 7 Research Methods, Quantitative  Walliman, pp. 71-147 
 October 14  No Class (Fall Break,  Columbus Day)  
7 October 21 Research Methods, Qualitative Walliman, pp. 148-166 
8 October 28 Mixed Methods, Interdisciplinary Research Walliman, pp. 167-177 
9 November 4 Writing Proposals, Planning Research Projects Walliman, pp. 178-194 
10 November 11 (Veterans Day) Writing Research Reports Walliman, pp. 195-209 
11 November 18 Group Work, Research Questions  
12 November 25 Group Work, Literature Reviews  
13 December 2 Group Work, Research Method   
14 December 9 Presentations (Research Proposals)  

 
 
Notes: 

1. All readings listed above are from Nicholas Walliman (2018), Research Methods: The Basics, Routledge. Please prepare the 
reading for discussion at the meeting at which it is listed. This book is available widely for purchase. If you prefer, Melville library 
should have a copy on file, and I will make a copy available to you during weekly office hours. 

2. From time to time, supplement readings will be sent out over the semester as PDF’s and/or links on Blackboards. When readings 
are posted to Blackboard you will receive an email notification. Please be sure your contact email is up-to-date in Blackboard. 
Thanks! 

3. We will end the semester with research proposals which you may choose to use in the future (or not). We do not conduct the 
research in this class. 
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Student Accessibility Support Center Statement  
If you have a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability that may impact your course work, 
please contact Student Accessibility Support Center, ECC (Educational Communications Center) 
Building, Room 128, (631)632-6748. They will determine with you what accommodations, if any, are 
necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation is confidential. Students who require 
assistance during emergency evacuation are encouraged to discuss their needs with their professors and 
Student Accessibility Support Center. For procedures and information go to the following website: 
http://www.stonybrook.edu/ehs/fire/disabilities. 

Academy Integrity Statement  
Each student must pursue his or her academic goals honestly and be personally accountable for all 
submitted work. Representing another person's work as your own is always wrong. Faculty is required to 
report any suspected instances of academic dishonesty to the Academic Judiciary. Faculty in the Health 
Sciences Center (School of Health Technology & Management, Nursing, Social Welfare, Dental 
Medicine) and School of Medicine are required to follow their school-specific procedures. For more 
comprehensive information on academic integrity, including categories of academic dishonesty please 
refer to the academic judiciary website at 
http://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/academic_integrity/index.html 

Critical Incident Management  
Stony Brook University expects students to respect the rights, privileges, and property of other people. 
Faculty are required to report to the Office of University Community Standards any disruptive behavior 
that interrupts their ability to teach, compromises the safety of the learning environment, or inhibits 
students' ability to learn. Faculty in the HSC Schools and the School of Medicine are required to follow 
their school-specific procedures. Further information about most academic matters can be found in the 
Undergraduate Bulletin, the Undergraduate Class Schedule, and the Faculty-Employee Handbook. 

 

 

 

 
 


