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This presentation explores the pervasive impact of drug use stigma on healthcare and individuals 

who use drugs, framing stigma as a "spoiled identity." Our primary objectives are threefold: to reveal 

the mechanisms by which stigma operates in healthcare settings, to elucidate its adverse effects on 

healthcare access and quality, and to provide actionable strategies for clinicians to deliver equitable 

and compassionate care, ultimately helping patients reclaim their dignity within the healthcare 

system. 

 

Brandon Muncan is a four-year medical student at the Renaissance School of Medicine and 
master’s degree candidate in the department of Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care, 
and Bioethics at Stony Brook University.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Award-winning poet, surgeon, hospital and health plan administrator, Maria A Basile, MD, 
MBA is clinical assistant professor in the Department of Family, Population and Preventive 
Medicine and Associate Director of the Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care 
and Bioethics at the Renaissance School of Medicine (RSOM), Stony Brook University. Dr. 
Basile is the creator of the Special Topics in Medical Humanities Lecture Series, a student-
driven space for presentations based on the research and lifestyle interests of RSOM students 
and their mentors. 
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