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This talk is about ethics and dementia. I shall, 

first, outline an approach to thinking about 

ethical issues in dementia (and more broadly 

too). This relies on the notion of patterns of 

practice, which I shall explain. I shall use 

patterns of practice to elucidate certain 

dilemmas that people face in the context of 

dementia. Secondly, I shall emphasize the 

importance of how we think about people 

who live with a diagnosis of dementia. I wish 

to characterize persons (with or without 

dementia) as situated embodied agents. I’ve 

called this the SEA view of personhood. I 

hope to show how this view of people with 

dementia impinges on particular topics that 

arise in dementia care. 

 
      

 

Having initially served in the Royal Air Force, 

Julian Hughes was a NHS consultant in old age 

psychiatry for over 20 years. He studied 

Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Oxford, 

Medicine at Bristol, and gained a Philosophy 

PhD from Warwick in the United Kingdom. He 

has been honorary professor of philosophy of 

ageing at Newcastle and professor of old age 

psychiatry at Bristol, UK. Elected Fellow of both 

the Royal College of Psychiatrists and the Royal 

College of Physicians of Edinburgh, he advised 

various national and international bodies and 

was the deputy chair of the Nuffield Council on 

Bioethics. He has written widely. 
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