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Perpetrators, Resisters, and Victims: Medical Eponyms from the Nazi Era 

Lester Paldy

Hans Asperger, a pediatrician whose name 

has long been associated with autism, sent 

children to a Nazi killing center thinly 

disguised as a hospital. His eponym has been 

properly replaced by “autism spectrum 

disorder.” For the past 25 years, medical 

associations have worked to replace eponyms 

associated with Nazi physicians and accord 

more recognition to eponyms of courageous 

physicians who resisted the Nazis. This talk 

reviews a relatively little-known part of the 

history of medicine for current and emerging 

generations of medical professionals.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
Please RSVP here or to 
bioethics@stonybrookmedicine.edu    
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lester Paldy is Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus in 

the Department of Pathology and Department of 

Technology and Society, and Distinguished Visiting Scholar 

in the Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care, 

and Bioethics at Stony Brook where he has taught since 

1967. He served on U.S. delegations in Geneva and at the 

UN negotiating nuclear weapon treaties. Service with 

teams working to limit the spread of weapons of mass 

destruction led to Nuremberg trial precedents defining 

crimes against humanity and, in turn, to a review of 

egregious Nazi violations of medical ethics. He is a Fellow 

of the American Association for the Advancement of 

Science and a former Marine officer.  
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