
College Application Terms and
Timeline

Types of Schools
Reach Schools Colleges you know it will be a challenge to get

into
Apply to 2-3

Match Schools Colleges that are good fits, but that you might
not get into

Apply to 3-4

Safety Schools Colleges you know are very likely to accept
you

Apply to 2

Types of Application Deadlines
Early Decision
(ED)

Applications usually submitted in November, decisions received in
December. Applications are binding. By applying early decision,
applicants are agreeing to enroll if admitted.

Early Action
(EA)

Applications usually submitted in November, decisions received in
December. Early Action is non-binding; applicants can still apply to
other schools Early Action, and they don't have to commit to a school if
admitted.

Single Choice
Early Action

Applications generally follow Early Action deadlines. It is a non-binding
but exclusive deadline. Applicants can only apply to one school this
way (which is why it is referred to as “single choice”). Not all schools
offer this as an option, but if it is offered, it can be a good way to
indicate your interest in a school without being bound to attend if
accepted.

Regular
Deadline

Applications usually submitted in December or January, and applicants
receive decisions by April.

Rolling
Admissions

Schools with rolling admissions accept applications until programs fill
up. There is no designated deadline, but students should still apply
sooner, rather than later, so as to avoid missing their chance to get a
spot. In addition, programs in the school might have specific deadlines.



Junior Year
March/May Develop a list of 8-10 schools that you are interested in.

Meet with your school's college counselor and research college
websites to ensure that you're on track to meet all academic and
testing requirements for your schools of interest.

Determine requirements and guidelines for applications.

Make a master calendar. Be sure to note the following deadlines:
● Test dates and fees,
● Registration deadlines,
● Application due dates,
● Financial aid application forms and deadlines,
● Recommendation letters,
● Transcripts,
● Your high school’s application processing deadlines,
● Interview request deadlines for the schools that want you to

reach out to them

Start budget for applications.
● SAT/ACT
● Application Fees
● Misc. costs

Ask your school counselor about SAT/ACT fee waivers and college
application waivers.

Develop a list of recommenders.
● Can include teachers, coaches, mentors
● Discuss with guidance counselors for advice
● Narrow list down to 2

Ask for a letter of recommendation from 2 people.
● When you ask for a letter, provide information about where you

are applying, what program/major you are applying to, and
positive, detailed information about your achievements

July/August Sign up for SATs (you can sign up a month in advance).
● Many colleges and universities no longer require SATs or ACTs.

Double check school requirements before you sign up.

August/
September

Take SATs (if necessary).

Senior Year
September Begin applying to colleges.



● Keep careful track of deadlines for early decision and early
action applications

Retake SATs, if necessary.

Request an interview, if relevant.
● Some schools want you to reach out to them, some want to

reach out to you, some don't have interviews at all.
● Interview dates will depend on the school.

Gather application materials.
● Test scores
● Essays
● Recommendation letters
● Transcripts
● Fee waiver (if applicable)

Research available scholarships.

October FAFSA opens October 1, complete ASAP.

Submit state financial aid form, if needed.
● Many states ask that the student file the FAFSA before

completing the state form.
● Students who file the FAFSA online are automatically directed

to their state form.

Prepare for your interview.

Submit admission-test scores & other test scores.
● These test scores should be submitted about 1 month before

application deadline

Update calendars to reflect approaching deadlines.

November Keep working on applications.

Submit online CSS Profile at least 2 weeks before application
deadlines.

● CSS Profiles are used by certain colleges and scholarship
programs to determine eligibility for their aid dollars

Pay application fee (note that some colleges will waive fees for
students who got an SAT fee waiver).

Send transcripts to colleges that you are applying to.

December/
January

Apply to colleges.
● Most regular application deadlines for colleges are during these

two months.
● Make sure to double check your calendar so as not to miss any



deadlines.

Receive response on early applications.

Ensure official SAT and ACT score reports are sent to regular decision
schools.

Send thank-you notes to recommendation writers.

February Waiting for college admissions decisions.
● This can be the hardest time during the application process. Try

to plan some fun activities to distract yourself during this period

March/April Receive acceptances and financial aid packages from schools.
● You might receive this information at the same time, but

sometimes financial aid lags behind admissions.
● Do not make any decisions until you have all of the relevant

information you need to make an informed decision.

Make a list of acceptances.
● Weigh the pros and cons of each offer to determine the best

decision academically, financially, and socially.

May Accept admission to one college and send deposit by May 1

Inform every college of your acceptance or rejection of the offer of
admission and/or financial aid by May 1

Start student loan process, if necessary.


