
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT  
Graduate Course Descriptions 

 
Spring 2012 

 
 

MASTER’S LEVEL 
 
EGL 509.01  Studies in Language and Linguistics:  History of the English 
Language 
The course provides a graduate-level introduction to the historical development of 
English. The focus is on texts in Old and Middle English to be translated and analyzed 
by students. This homework is then reviewed and discussed in class. Emphasis is placed 
on grammar, syntax, and the development of English vocabulary. Students are expected 
to acquire information of two kinds: 1) they become acquainted with the earlier forms 
of the language and 2) they learn to use the linguistic and grammatical concepts 
needed to understand the evolution of English. Two twelve-page papers are required, 
the first an exercise in the translation and analysis of Old English, the second a 
research paper on a topic of the student's choice. 
Monday, 3:50-6:40 pm  J. Martinez-Pizarro 
 
EGL 550.01 20th Century British Literature: British & American Modernism 
Virginia Woolf famously asserted, “on or about December 1910, human character 
changed.”  Many of Woolf’s contemporaries shared her sense of a sharp break in the 
history of human character and in the history of literature in English.  Over time, the 
literature of the first half of the twentieth century came to be defined by its 
experimental forms and attention to new subject matter.  But what did it mean to “make 
it new,” as Ezra Pound demanded?  This course samples fiction, poetry and drama from 
both sides of the Atlantic to answer that question.  In addition to comparing literary 
modernisms, we will briefly consider the cinema of the period. Requirements include 
informed participation, presentations, and two papers. 
Wednesday, 3:50-6:40 pm  C. Marshik 
 
EGL 586 Topics in Gender Studies:  Saints and Other Troublesome 
At first glance, it might seem that a holy woman was a desired member of a medieval 
community. Yet the truth is, a religiously engaged woman, particularly one outside of a 
cloistered order, was often a controversial figure. This course will focus on the 
literature of women and holiness, using texts in the women's own voices when 
available. Some of the readings will be in Middle English, but no previous knowledge of 
Middle English is required or expected. I will require students to actively participate 
in and lead class discussions. Grades will be based on this participation, and a seminar 
paper. 
Thursday, 3:50-6:40 pm   A. Howard 
 
EGL 587 Topics in Race, Ethnic, or Diaspora Studies:  Queer 
Transnationalism:  
This course examines gender and sexuality in migrant literature and culture related to 
the Asia/Pacific region.  Through reading literature and watching films, we will 
explore the gender and sexuality experiences of Asian immigrants from the Pacific who 
identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, heterosexual, and/or transgender.  We’ll look at a 
range of materials such as films, novels, and cultural criticism to examine gender and 
sexuality in people of Asian and Pacific Islander descents in critical relation to 
conditions of imperialism, colonialism, and globalization which compel these people to 
migrate outside their homelands, as well as to and from North America. 



In particular, the course will explore an assortment of gender and sexuality issues in 
queer migrant and postcolonial literature and culture, such as the simultaneous 
construction of gender, sexuality, ethnicity/race, culture and class; heterosexual 
(masculinist and feminist), homosexual (gay and lesbian) and bisexual cultural 
projects; formations of the gendered and racialized subject in both nation-state and 
transnational contexts; ideological inscriptions on the body; gender and sexual 
transgressions; transgender subjectivity and identity; family relations (nuclear, 
extended, and affiliative); and inventions of matrilineal and patrilineal traditions, as 
well as resistance to these customs and norms. 
Tuesday, 3:50-6:40 pm   J. Santa-Ana 
 
EGL 598  Master’s Thesis 
1 to 3 credits 
Writing masters thesis of 30 to 40 pages under the guidance of a thesis advisor.   
Instructor’s permission and Graduate Director’s approval are required.  
 
EGL 599  Independent Study 
1 to 3 credits 
Requests for Independent Study must be submitted to the Graduate Director by 
November 23.  Independent Study is BY PERMISSION ONLY 
 
DOCTORAL LEVEL 
 
EGL 603.01  Problems in Literature Theory and Criticism:  Literary 
theory: Plato to Bart 
This course examines a few of the most influential texts in the Anglo-European 
tradition of defining the nature and value of literature.  We begin with Plato's 
attempts to supplant rhetoric (Gorias and Phaedrus) and poetry (Ion and 
Republic II, III, X) with philosophy, spend some time with some of the other 
classical and late antique texts that develop the field's enduring second-order 
languages, and end with a unit on structuralist hermeneutics just prior to the 
explosion of "theory" into American academia in the 1960s.  Foremost among our 
concerns will be the leading role in this tradition played by the technology and 
theory of rhetoric, primarily as articulated by Aristotle, Cicero, and 
Quintilian.  We will also focus on questions of what has come to be called 
"disciplinarity," since most of the texts we read choose to imagine literature and 
literary criticism in contest or dialogue with a variety of sister arts.  In 
addition to those mentioned above, authors include Horace, Longinus, 
Augustine, Valla, Sidney, Dryden, Pope, Johnson, Kant, Wordsworth, Coleridge, 
Arnold, and Eliot.  
Monday, 3:50-6:40 pm  D. Pfeiffer   
 
EGL 606.01  Period and Tradition:  Gertrude Stein and the Post Modern 
Together we will try to figure out what to do with Gertrude Stein, addressing 
ourselves to her copious and various literary output, including the early "portraits" of 
Matisse, Picasso, "Miss Furr and Miss Skeene," the prose poems of Tender Buttons, the 
striking debut in fiction of Three Lives, the prodigious novel The Making of Americans, 
and finally the more popular, accessible works of her later career: The Autobiography 
of Alice B. Toklas, Paris France, and Brewsie and Willie. As William James advised Stein, 
we will try to keep an open mind. 
Tuesday, 12:50-3:40   E. Haralson 
 
EGL 608.01  Problems in the relationship of Literature to Other Disciplines:  
M. McLuhan in the Rear View Mirror 
Note: Offered as EGL 608 and CLT/CST 609.01 



Wednesday 3:50-6:40 pm   R. Guins 
 
EGL 608.02  Problems in the relationship of Literature to Other Disciplines:  
Bible / Evangelical Politics 
This course will involve a close study of Genesis and other selected biblical texts, 
followed by an analysis of how the Bible influences the ways in which evangelicals 
address the world.  We’ll place special emphasis on evangelical attitudes toward Jews 
and Israel and on the impact on U.S. Middle East policy. 
Monday 12:50-3:40 pm  S. Spector 
 
EGL 614.01  Topics in Composition and Writing 
Note:  Offered as EGL 614 and WRT 614 
This course investigates topics that have received considerable attention in recent 
composition and rhetoric theory.  Subject areas to be covered may include writing and 
new media, the push for disciplinarily, ecocomposition, post-process theory, rhetorics 
of diversity, writing across the curriculum, plagiarism, service learning, the state of 
labor and employment, teaching non-native English speakers, and assessment.  Students 
will give presentations in class and compose a term paper. 
Wednesday’s 6:50-9:40   P. Khost 
 
EGL 690   Directed Reading 
Taken by G4 students studying for exams  
     Staff 
 
EGL 695.01  Methods of Teaching English 
For first-year and continuing TA’s in English 
     R. Phillips 
 
EGL 697.01  Practicum in Teaching Literature 
For students teaching EGL 190’s courses 
     R. Phillips 
 
EGL 699  Dissertation Research on Campus 
1 to 9 credits 
For students who have advanced to candidacy  
     Staff 
 
EGL 700  Dissertation Research off Campus, Domestic 
1 to 9 credits 
     Staff 
 
EGL 701  Dissertation Research off Campus, International 
1 to 9 credits 
     Staff 
	
  
	
  
	
  


