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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to enhance your first-year experience at Stony Brook University.  Through academic advisement, learning about campus resources, group discussion, and collaborative teaching you will be provided with a structured environment to assist you in making the transition to college. You will be encouraged to use critical thinking skills to set goals and make responsible decisions regarding academics, major, and career planning, and social relationships. The course will also explore the purpose of higher education and your role in the university environment. 

COURSE GOALS

· Increase your understanding of the purpose of higher education and your place in it

· Assist you in understanding your personal development as a Stony Brook Undergraduate

· Establish a mentoring relationship between you and your First-Year Seminar instructor

· Develop a strong Undergraduate College community

· Increase your understanding of university procedures, computer systems, university publications, academic advising and the course registration process at Stony Brook University

· Increase your awareness and utilization of student support services available to you 

· Provide opportunities to interact with and learn from peers in your Undergraduate College

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1.  Class Participation:  Students are expected to contribute their own ideas and to ask questions during class. 

2.  Class Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all of the class sessions for the First-Year Seminar. More than 2 absences will result in an unsatisfactory grade.

a. UGC Commons – FY Reading: During the Week of 10/17 in lieu of attending regular class sessions, students must attend one event honoring author, Reichen Lehmkul. Events are scheduled for Wednesday, 10/19. Times listed below:

1. 11:00-11:45am
Creative Expressions Awards & Luncheon
(invitation only)
2. 12:50-2:00pm

Author’s Lecture

Staller Center – Main Stage
Overflow location – Wang Center - Theater
3. 3:50-4:45pm

Author Interview
Staller Center – Main Stage

Overflow location – Wang Center - Theater
3. ACH College Project: At Orientation this year, ACH students were given four charitable organizations to choose from to focus our fundraising efforts on this year.  The charity that received the most votes was the We Give a Damn Campaign.
As their 101 project, ACH students will have to each write a 3-page paper that describes a history of the We Give a Damn Campaign and expresses why they believe it is an important cause.  Their paper must also reflect how this charity ties in with the ACH theme.  The paper must be typed, double-spaced, one-inch margins, Times New Roman 12 font, and must properly cite any sources used in their research.

In addition, students will be split into groups of 4 in their ACH 101 course (during the first “ACH Week” indicated on their syllabus) and asked to design a major fundraiser that will be put on during the Spring 2012 semester to raise money and awareness for the We Give a Damn Campaign.  The project should be explained to students during this class and they should be given time to meet with their group to exchange contact information and begin the process of developing their fundraiser.  They are expected to meet outside of class from this point on to finalize their projects.

Papers will be turned in on the second “ACH Week” date on the syllabus, and groups will present their projects to the class.

Papers will be graded individually, however the top project from each 101 course will be selected and then submitted to the ACH Team, who will then choose the project they feel best meets the prescribed criteria.  The winning group will be actively involved in the implementation of the program.  

Representatives from the We Give a Damn Campaign will be invited to the ACH End of Year Celebration where we hope to present them with the proceeds of the funds raised throughout the year.

4. Required Reading:
a. Stony Brook University. (2011). Your First Year at Stony Brook: 2011-2012. 1st Edition. Boston: Pearson Learning Solutions. 

[Available only through the University Bookstore]

b. Lehmkuhl, R. (2006). Here’s What We’’l Say: Growing Up, Coming Out, and the U.S. Air Force Academy. Boston, MA: Carroll & Graf.

[Provided at first day of 101 class]

5. Assignments: Each student is expected to complete:

a. Three outside-of-class Homework assignments 

1. The First-Year Reading Creative Expressions Assignment

2. Two assigned by their instructor

b. For the Academic Advising Lesson: Print out Degree Progress Report and bring to class along with Registration Worksheet

c. On-line 101 course survey

d. Every student must attend at least ONE ACH-sponsored event in the Fall semester.  A list of acceptable events will be posted on the ACH website.

6. Computer use: Students are expected to check their e-mail account and Blackboard for information and correspondence with the instructor and Undergraduate College.

EVALUATION AND GRADING PROCEDURES

First-Year Seminar 101 is a 1-credit course for which you will earn either a Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory. A-C = Satisfactory.  D-F = Unsatisfactory.  Missing more than 2 classes or failure to attend required Undergraduate College events will result in you earning an Unsatisfactory. Both class participation and assignments will also be factored into the grading for this course.

Academic Integrity

Each student must pursue his or her academic goals honestly and be personally accountable for all submitted work. Representing another person's work as your own is always wrong. Faculty are required to report any suspected instances of academic dishonesty to the Academic Judiciary.  Faculty in the Health Sciences Center (School of Health Technology & Management, Nursing, Social Welfare, Dental Medicine) and School of Medicine are required to follow their school-specific procedures.  For more comprehensive information on academic integrity, including categories of academic dishonesty, please refer to the academic judiciary website at http://www.stonybrook.edu/uaa/academicjudiciary/

Americans with Disabilities Act

If you have a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability that may impact your course work, please contact Disability Support Services, ECC (Educational Communications Center) Building, room128, (631) 632-6748. They will determine with you what accommodations, if any, are necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation is confidential.

Critical Incident Management

Stony Brook University expects students to respect the rights, privileges, and property of other people. Faculty are required to report to the Office of Judicial Affairs any disruptive behavior that interrupts their ability to teach, compromises the safety of the learning environment, or inhibits students' ability to learn.  Faculty in the HSC Schools and the School of Medicine are required to follow their school-specific procedures.

ACH 101 FIRST-YEAR SEMINAR 
WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE

FALL 2011
	Week of
	Topic
	Assignments

	31-Aug
	Introduction 
	 

	7-Sep
	 
	 

	14-Sep
	ACH Week
	 

	21-Sep
	Center for Prevention and Outreach
in Tabler Center room 107
	

	28-Sep
	CLASS CANCELLED: 
Wednesday follows Friday Schedule
	CLASS CANCELLED: 
Wednesday follows Friday Schedule

	5-Oct
	 
	Creative Expressions Assignment Due

	12-Oct
	 
	 

	19-Oct
	Undergraduate College Commons Day:
First Year Reading 
	IN LIEU OF CLASS:
Everyone must attend a “Reichen 
Lahmkul” event in lieu of class.

	26-Oct
	Academic Planning 
	 

	2-Nov
	Academic Advising
in Tabler Center room 108
	Assignment Due: 
DPR & Registration Worksheet

	9-Nov
	 
	 

	16-Nov
	 
	 

	23-Nov
	CLASS CANCELLED: 
Thanksgiving
	CLASS CANCELLED: 
Thanksgiving

	30-Nov
	 
	 

	7-Dec
	ACH Week
	 

	12-Dec
	Correction Day: 
Monday Classes follow Wednesday Schedule
	Correction Day: 
Monday Classes follow Wednesday Schedule


Bold faced represents activities that are REQUIRED to be done at the scheduled time.

