ANSWER KEY - Match the Career to the Major

Job




Major (Answer)







1. Vice President of Publicity

Art History (B)
Carissa F.


Current Job Title Vice President of Publicity, Major Publishing House

At SBU, Carissa majored in art history & criticism while taking several classes in journalism.  She loved her major because of its emphasis on teaching students how to be critical thinkers and how to conceptualize their thinking on paper.  Even English majors were amazed at the amount of papers she had to write.  She wanted some sort of media career but wasn’t sure if she wanted to work at a television station, a newspaper, or a magazine.  As she was applying for various internships and going to the interviews, Carissa discovered the publicity department of publishing companies and felt that it combined all her interests in one job!  She found her place in the world.  She has remained in this field for more than 25 years, and has enjoyed every minute of it.

2. Photographer 


History (A)
Chung L.


Current Job Title: Photographer, New Jersey studio 
Chung was a history major at Stony Brook because he always enjoyed reading about history. However, he was not sure that he wanted history to be his profession. For a while he considered law school, but decided against it because he did not like the idea of extremely long and intensive schooling. His hobbies had always been art and photography.  He studied Photoshop independently and played a lot with it for personal purposes.  One day, he spotted a flyer that offered a visual graphics internship in one of the campus offices. He had the required skills, applied, and got accepted for the internship. By staying with it for two semesters he developed a portfolio, along with crucial experience that he put on his resume. Upon graduation from Stony Brook, he obtained a position with a photo company.

3. Admissions Counselor

Sociology (F)
Latoya B   


Current Job Title: Admission Counselor, NYC college

Latoya majored in sociology. She was lost regarding which career direction to choose, and did not know her options.  Because of her active personality, she became involved with a student group on campus. She soon became an elected officer of the group. Because of her involvement, she was able to obtain a job as an Orientation Leader.  Based on the knowledge and skills she developed in that job, she got an internship as a Career Counseling Intern, and conducted independent project at the Career Center under the supervision of a sociology professor. She found that higher education was her passion. Despite her grades not being particularly high, her skills and motivation were very impressive. She interviewed for and received a position as an admissions counselor with one of the city colleges, which pays for her graduate training.
4. Research Scientist


Health Science (I)
Evelyn B. 


Current Job Title: Research Scientist

Evelyn always wanted to be in the health care industry, and she chose health science as a major.  Her initial desire to be a doctor brought her to volunteer in a hospital.     Through her experience, she was shocked to see how little people knew about prevention and self care.  Her interest in preventive medicine led her to an interest in public health, and she chose this specialty.  She learned a lot from the American Public Health Association and eventually got involved with research.  Her faculty advisor encouraged her to pursue graduate education, and she got a degree from Yale School of Public Health.  In her job she combines research and teaching while staying within health care.
5. Environmental Specialist

Environmental Studies (J)


Anthony S.


Current Job Title: Environmental Specialist:

Anthony always has been interested in science, but traditional science classes seemed “too abstract” to him.  In researching different majors, he discovered environmental studies, which was attractive by combining a strong science background with social and policy issues of interest for him.  Through conversations with faculty and the Career Center he realized that he needed to learn more about the field, and he started to attend industry networking events and technical presentations, mostly with the LIPGA.  He realized there was a lot more emphasis on job-related experience than major.  School was more of a background to help him learn more quickly.  An internship in the field before he graduated was crucial.  Anthony found an internship position at the Job Fair, and got his full-time offer at the end of his internship.
6. Senior HR Manager


Psychology  (C)

Maria V.


Current Job Title: Senior HR Manager
Maria was a psychology major at Stony Brook. She was unsure of what to do with it, since she was not particularly interested in counseling. She had a part-time job at Walgreen’s, where she was eventually promoted to Assistant Manager. Maria then got an HR internship with the Career Center. During this internship she improved her presentation skills, writing, and ability to manage projects while learning a lot about the field of Human Resources. She decided to concentrate her efforts in pursuing a career in this field and started applying actively.  In April of her senior year, she received an offer from a major retail company to be a HR manager. 

7. Social Worker



English  (D)

Karen Z.


Current Job Title: Social Worker

Karen majored in English at Suffolk CC because she had always enjoyed reading and writing.  At SBU she continued the same major, since she did not have other ideas.  A strong proponent of social action, she got her first internship with the Make-A-Wish Foundation, where she had to write press releases.  Applying her writing skills to her social values was very attractive.  Karen looked for more internships of this kind, and first got a public relations position with a famous women’s rights author, and then a VISTA position for a year after graduation.  The more she got involved with social change, the more she became attracted to the idea of a profession which directly would affect human lives – social work.  She applied and was accepted for her first-choice graduate program.
8. Attorney



Philosophy (E)
Natasha K.


Current Job Title: Attorney-at-Law 

Natasha majored in philosophy and was not sure what to do with her life. She put herself through school by selling cell phones. She has been very successful in her job and was promoted first to assistant manager, and then to manager position. In a process career counseling she realized that her major strength have been research, writing and persuasion. Law was one of the ideas. Natasha talked and shadowed an attorney and upon his advise took a practice LSAT. She actually enjoyed the test and did quite well. She applied, got accepted, and is really enjoying her law school experience. She graduated in top 25% and took a job offer from mid-size law firm in Manhattan.  

9. Physician



Economics (H)
Alexander A. 


Current Job Title: Resident in Pediatric Cardiology

Alexander volunteered in the hospital as high school student and fell in love with medicine. Although strong all around student he never was particularly interested in science and truly enjoyed social sciences. In college he chose to major in economics because it combined, in his view, political science, sociology, and business, and really helped him to understand society in general and health care in particular. His interest In social and economics aspect of health care made him more attractive candidate for medical school.

10. Hospital Administrator

Biology (G)
Cindy T


Current Job Title: Hospital Administrator, Long Island Hospital
Cindy chose to major in biology and had hopes to go to medical school. She was struggling with her classes, especially Organic Chemistry. At the time, she was also volunteering in a major hospital. During her time at the hospital, she performed numerous clerical duties. Her supervisor and coworkers noticed that she was very detail-oriented, efficient and organized. To her surprise she was offered a paid part-time administrative position, and was told that she could stay full-time upon graduation.  She is continuing a career in health care management.
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