
DIVERSITY INTERVIEW ASSIGNMENT
Your assignment is to interview someone who is culturally different from you. During your in-class exercise, you will have the opportunity to engage with individuals who identify themselves as coming from a background or culture that is not your own. 

Finding your interviewee: Using the sheet attached circle 4 terms that you feel describe your identity and that you would feel comfortable discussing with others.  Then find someone that identifies with a different term in the same category.
For example, if you are African American, find someone who is  European American, Caribbean American or from another country. Or, you might interview someone who identifies as middle or upper middle or upper class if you come from a working class background. If you are Hindu, you might interview someone who is Jewish, Muslim or Christian. If you identify as heterosexual, you might interview someone who identifies themselves as bisexual, transgender, lesbian, or gay.  

Circle 4 that apply and that you would be comfortable talking about:

Class:


Middle-class

Upper-class

Working-class
Religion:

Atheist/Agnostic

Buddhist

Christian 

Hindu
Jewish

Muslim

Other: ________________

Nationality:

U.S.-American

Other:___________________

Race/Ethnicity:

African American

Asian American

European American

Native American

Southeast Asian American/Indian American

Other:___________________

Gender Identity:

Female

Male

Transgender

Other: ___________________

Sexual Orientation:

Asexual

Bisexual

Lesbian

Gay

Straight

Other:___________________

Ability: 

Visually impaired

Hearing impaired

Physically impaired

Psychologically  
      impaired

Learning disability

Able bodied/   
     temporarily without
     impairments

Other:___________________

THE INTERVIEW: 

The purpose is to get to know someone from a different background & culture and think about how both of your differences have influenced your life experiences. Take some time to get to know this person and share ideas and beliefs.  

During the course of your discussion with them, ask them the questions that are listed below. During your discussion, take brief notes so you’ll remember what they said later when you write it up. However, you don’t have to write down what they say word for word (unless it’s particularly amazing). Be sure to thank them when you’re done. 

After you write up the interview, please answer the reflection questions listed after the interview questions. 

Person’s name_______________________________________

Cultural difference_____________________________________

QUESTIONS

Tell me two things about being____________ that you really appreciate or are proud of.


Tell me about why you appreciate these things or they make you proud. 

Tell me two things about being ____________ that you see as a challenge.


Tell me about why you see these things as challenges.

When was the first time you realized that you were different from others because of being____________?  


What was that like?

Tell me about an incident in your life when you were treated particularly well because you are a member of this group.

Tell me an incident in your life when you were treated particularly poorly because you are member of this group.

How does your family talk about issues related to the group of which you are a member?

Are there any traditions that you celebrate as ___________?


Is there anything that you wish people knew about people who are_______________?

*********

REFLECTIONS ON THE INTERVIEW

Write a ONE to Two page reflection on your interview. Please address the following questions in your reflection.

What was it like to engage with the person you interviewed? Were you comfortable? What aspects of the interview made you more comfortable and which made you less comfortable?

Was there any information that you learned that you felt was important in gaining some insight into the experience of someone from another background?

What is one thing that you learned from talking with this person that you may not have otherwise learned? (Something interesting that can be shared with the class)

In what ways did you discover that you were actually similar?

In what ways did you find that you and they are different?

Now that you’ve interviewed this person, what questions would you like to ask them if you were to interview them again?

(As you think about answering these interview questions about yourself, what thoughts do you have?)

3

