CASE STUDIES

Adam – The Sophomore 

After a year at Stony Brook, Adam decided it was time to really challenge himself academically. As a result, he increased his credit load to 19 credits this semester. Originally, he thought he would be able to manage the course load, but he underestimated the amount of time his education class would demand with a requirement of 40 hours of high school observation. In addition, Adam’s father had recently undergone numerous surgeries due to heart complications, and as a result, Adam’s family requested his presence at home more often than they had before. As a result, Adam found himself with less time to study for the 19 credits worth of classes he was taking and was unsure how to best manage his time. 

On the day of his second MAT 118 exam, Adam’s father also had a doctor’s appointment to check on his heart condition. Before the exam, Adam’s mother called Adam to let him know that his father had 99% blockage in his main artery. Adam was extremely concerned about his father’s health but decided he had to try and put it out of his mind for the time being and take the math exam. 

Afraid that his mother might call with news about his father, Adam left his cell phone on during the exam. The phone began ringing fifteen minutes into the exam and rang numerous times. Initially, Adam ignored the ringing, but eventually he grew extremely concerned that something had happened to his father. He reached into his pocket to pull out his cell phone just as the professor approached him to collect his exam. The next week, Adam received a letter outlining an accusation of academic dishonesty. 

Questions for thought:

What are the main issues in Adam’s story?

What, if anything, could Adam have done to prevent this accusation?

(Taken from actual students in Stony Brook University’s spring 2006 Q Course. Release papers on file)

Tim – The Freshman

Tim started out his first semester at Stony Brook having never studied in high school and always pulling all-nighters to write papers that were due the next day in high school. As the semester progressed, he began to feel the pressure of college work. He also realized that he had two 10-page papers due in the last week in November. One paper was for MUS 101 Introduction to Music. This paper required that Tim write a paper defining the major elements of a type of musical work and the attributes of how it was performed and attended during a musical time period. The other paper was in EUR 101 Foundations of European Culture.  This paper required Tim to pick a cultural activity from European history and explain how it affected and defined the population where it took place.

Tim decided to make his life a whole lot easier and write a paper on English oratorios in the Baroque era for both classes. He knew he would have to change the introduction and conclusions for each class, but the bulk of his papers would remain the same. 

Tim turned in the papers at the end of November. Meanwhile, he didn’t know that his professors in both classes had a regular Monday morning coffee together.  His MUS 101 teacher mentioned that he read a student paper about English oratorios that was one of the best he had ever read. The EUR 101 professor asked a little more about the paper. A week later Tim received a letter in the mail outlining an accusation of academic dishonesty. 

Questions for thought:

What are the main issues in Tim’s story?

What, if anything, could Tim have done to prevent this accusation?

Jeannie – The Junior 
Jeannie and her boyfriend were both enrolled in an advanced computer science course at Stony Brook. They both had taken a previous computer science course; however, they found this course to be extremely challenging. One of the last homework assignments for the semester, in particular, proved to be extremely challenging as the assignment required prior programming knowledge which neither Jeannie nor her boyfriend possessed.

Initially, Jeannie and her boyfriend worked on the homework assignment with minimal results. They decided to meet with another student from the class to obtain help. All three of them searched the Internet for information to complete the assignment and eventually came across a program that looked identical to the notes provided in class. After numerous attempts at understanding the program and applying it to their homework assignment, they decided to just turn in their findings to get partial credit, citing the website from which the program was taken. Jeannie and her boyfriend parted ways with the other student but decided to perform further Internet research on the homework assignment. After much searching, Jeannie’s boyfriend came across a more complete program. Jeannie begged and pleaded with her boyfriend to share the information with her. Wanting to make his girlfriend happy, he eventually gave her the homework assignment. Jeannie and Andrew printed out the program with only slight modifications, however Jeannie cited the program and her boyfriend did not. At the end of the semester, Jeannie and her boyfriend both received letters outlining an accusation of academic dishonesty in the computer science course.

Questions for thought:

What are the main issues in Jeannie’s story?

What, if anything, could Jeannie have done to prevent this accusation?

(Taken from actual students in Stony Brook University’s spring 2006 Q Course. Release papers on file)

Jes – The Senior

Jes had a paper due in her BIO 484 Research in Biology and Society class. She had trouble finding sources in the library for her topic and debated asking her professor to switch topics. Her dilemma was that the paper was due in two weeks and she does not want to let her professor to know that she started looking for research sources so late in the semester. 

In desperation, Jes searched Google. For the first time, Jes found a wealth of information on her topic. The information was on several Wikipedia pages that it seemed two people, biowoman356 and RinesSociety, had spent hours compiling. Jes checked with her publication manual on the proper way to cite electronic sources. She wrote her paper using the Wikipedia pages as her primary source for support and citing every source properly. 

The week after she turned the paper in her professor asked to see her for an appointment.

Questions for thought:

What are the main issues in Jes’s story?

What, if anything, did Jes do wrong?

