PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS AND HEALTH CARE

President Bush continued to get weak ratings for his handling of health care policy (practically the same as in March), with 28% approval and 48% disapproval. And there is still pervasive approval for action and spending on health care. Just under 50% of Americans wanted less spending on national defense and more on health care (again about the same as in March) and just over 50% wanted to repeal some or all of the tax cuts to expand health coverage (down slightly from 57% in March).
Overall, Kerry has made little headway with Americans on the health care issue over the last 3 months. This is not terribly surprising given the dominant role of the war, but it suggests he has a lot more to do on this issue. [As in other polls, we found that the number of people saying the war and terrorism was the most important electoral issue jumped from 19% to 29%.]  The percentage who viewed health care as the most important issue was virtually unchanged from March (at 14%), a distant third to the economy and war/terrorism. 
Kerry’s position on the drug importation issue remains his most popular stance on health care.  Roughly 70% continued to support the importation of prescription drugs from Canada (little different from March), over 50% (58%) viewed prescription drugs from Canada as safe (down slightly from 66% in March) while 14% viewed them as unsafe.  And there was a slight increase in the number of people who want to place limits on what pharmaceutical companies can charge for drugs (from 70% in March to 78% in the current poll). More Americans thought Bush’s health care policies would benefit pharmaceutical companies (50%) more than ordinary people (20%) and the reverse held true for Kerry (15% thought his policies would benefit companies compared to 38% benefiting ordinary people). But that still left over 40% who could not rate the consequences of Kerry’s policies in this respect. 

Kerry failed, however, to make progress in convincing voters to support his other health proposals. Only 36% supported Kerry’s position of allowing people to buy into the federal employees health insurance program (down slightly from 41% in March) compared to 45% who supported government provided tax credits to pay for private insurance (Bush’s policy). Just over a third (34%) supported his position of government payment of catastrophic health care bills compared to 47% who supported Bush’s position of providing tax-free health savings accounts to pay for private catastrophic insurance. Overall, there was a slight narrowing of the gap in who Americans felt they could trust to better handle health care – with 35% nominating Bush and 36% choosing Kerry. 

What do you think is the MOST important HEALTH problem facing Americans today?

	 
	June- 04

Percent
	March -04

Percent
	Nov-03

Percent
	Aug – 03

Percent
	May – 03

Percent

	
	AIDS/HIV
	8.1
	8.0
	6.3
	9.0
	10.1

	 
	Cancer
	23.7
	19.3
	20.9
	26.3
	23.1

	 
	Health Care Access/Affordability
	8.7
	11.0
	9.9
	9.8
	8.8

	 
	Health Insurance Costs/Lack of Coverage
	9.6
	11.5
	10.7
	8.6
	10.3

	 
	Cost of prescription drugs/medicines
	2.9
	2.4
	3.4


	2.1
	1.9

	 
	Senior citizen's Healthcare/costs/Medicare
	1.7
	2.9
	2.8
	3.5
	3.3

	 
	Obesity/poor nutrition/lack of exercise
	15.8
	15.0
	16.8
	14.5
	9.6

	 
	Diabetes
	3.4
	5.0
	2.0
	--
	--

	 
	Cardiovascular Diseases (heart, high blood pressure)
	6.9
	9.6
	7.6


	7.7
	7.3

	 
	Smoking
	2.3
	2.5
	2.2
	1.6
	2.8

	
	Children’s health care
	--
	--
	--
	0.4
	1.5

	
	SARS/New diseases
	--
	--
	--
	0.4
	5.0

	 
	Other
	5.7
	9.1
	11.1
	8.8
	8.1

	 
	Drugs/Alcohol
	1.4
	.5
	1.2
	0.4
	1.8

	 
	Don't Know
	5.9
	2.8
	4.4
	6.5
	3.3

	 
	Refused
	.5
	.3
	0.7
	0.5
	3.1

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling HEALTH CARE policy?

	 
	June - 04
	March - 04
	Nov- 03
	August- 03
	May- 03

	
	Approve
	28.0
	28.0
	32.3
	35.0
	39.5

	 
	Disapprove
	48.1
	50.2
	44.9
	39.8
	37.9

	 
	Neither
	--
	5.9
	3.4
	5.2
	2.4

	 
	DK/NA
	23.9
	15.9
	19.5
	19.9
	20.2

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


Thinking ahead to this year's presidential election in November, how important will the candidates' position on health care be in deciding who you vote for?

	 
	June – 04

Percent
	March -04

Percent

	
	Extremely important
	19.7
	23.0

	 
	Very important
	37.8
	38.9

	 
	Somewhat important
	28.4
	24.6

	 
	Not very important
	7.9
	6.5

	 
	Not at all important
	4.0
	5.3

	 
	Don't know
	1.7
	.9

	 
	Refused
	.6
	.8

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0



Which of these will be the single MOST important issue in your vote for president later this year:

	 
	June- 04

Percent


	March – 04

Percent

	
	Campaign against terrorism
	13.4
	13.1

	 
	War in Iraq
	15.2
	6.3

	 
	Economy and jobs
	25.1
	32.1

	 
	Education
	6.2
	8.4

	 
	Health care
	13.8
	13.3

	 
	Medicare and prescription drugs
	5.0
	5.9

	 
	Social Security
	6.4
	6.6

	 
	Something else (specify)
	7.1
	8.0

	 
	Don't know
	4.5
	4.8

	 
	Refused
	3.2
	1.5

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0


When making up the budget, policy makers often confront tough choices. If you had to choose, would you rather have MORE money spent on health care and LESS on national defense, LESS on health care and MORE on national defense, or keep spending at current levels?

	
	June- 04

Percent


	March – 04

Percent

	
	More on health care, less on national defense
	47.5
	52.1

	 
	Less on health care, more on national defense
	15.1
	12.5

	 
	Keep spending at current levels
	26.0
	26.9

	 
	Don't know
	9.5
	5.8

	 
	Refused
	2.0
	2.6

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0


Do you think the government should KEEP the recent tax cut in order to stimulate the economy, REPEAL tax cuts for the MOST WEALTHY to expand health insurance coverage, or should the government repeal ALMOST ALL of the tax cut to expand health insurance coverage?

	 
	June – 04

Percent


	March – 04

Percent

	
	Keep tax cut
	32.0
	29.1

	 
	Repeal for most wealthy
	26.7
	28.8

	 
	Repeal almost all
	24.3
	28.4

	 
	Don't know
	13.7
	11.1

	 
	Refused
	3.3
	2.6

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0


Which of the following two options do you prefer MOST: 

ONE The federal government allows people without health insurance to buy into its health insurance plan for Federal Employees at affordable rates, OR

 TWO The federal government provides a tax credit to people without health insurance to pay for part of the cost of PRIVATE health insurance.

	 
	June – 04

Percent


	March – 04

Percent

	
	Buy into health insurance plan for federal employees
	35.8
	40.6

	 
	Get tax credit to pay for private health insurance
	44.5
	46.5

	 
	Neither
	4.2
	4.6

	 
	Don't know
	12.8
	6.7

	 
	Refused
	2.6
	1.7

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0


There has been recent concern over catastrophic health care costs. Do you favor or oppose the federal government paying the bills of anyone whose annual health care expenses exceed $50,000 in order to keep health costs down for everyone else OR do you think the government should allow people to set up tax-free health savings accounts to help them buy PRIVATE catastrophic health insurance?

	 
	June – 04

Percent


	March – 04

Percent

	
	Pay part of these costs directly
	34.3
	38.3

	 
	Allow people to set up tax-free health savings accounts 
	47.2
	45.6

	 
	Don't know
	14.5
	12.7

	 
	Refused
	4.0
	3.4

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0


Are you in favor or opposed to the government placing limits on what pharmaceutical companies can charge for drugs, as happens in other countries such as Canada?

	 
	June – 04

Percent
	March – 04

Percent

	
	In favor
	77.7
	69.7

	 
	Opposed
	17.3
	25.5

	 
	Don't know
	4.1
	3.6

	 
	Refused
	.9
	1.2

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0


In your view, how safe or unsafe are prescription drugs purchased from Canada?

	 
	June – 04

Percent
	March ‘04

Percent
	November ‘03

Percent

	
	Very safe
	35.9
	36.7
	28.5

	 
	Somewhat safe
	22.3
	29.0
	29.7

	 
	Somewhat unsafe
	10.1
	7.8
	6.9

	 
	Very unsafe
	4.2
	4.2
	2.9

	 
	Don't know
	26.3
	21.8
	31.2

	 
	Refused
	1.2
	.5
	.8

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


Some people say the U.S. Congress should change the current law and make it LEGAL for Americans to buy PRESCRIPTION DRUGS from Canada because they're less expensive. The United States Food and Drug Administration says it should remain ILLEGAL because imported drugs may be less safe and effective. What do you think: should it be LEGAL or ILLEGAL for Americans to buy PRESCRIPTION DRUGS from Canada?

	 
	June – 04

Percent
	March ‘04

Percent
	November ‘03

Percent

	
	Legal
	70.0
	73.5
	68.1

	 
	Illegal
	21.5
	20.9
	25.4

	 
	Don't know
	6.1
	5.0
	5.6

	 
	Refused
	2.4
	.7
	1.0

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


Several states are exploring whether to import prescription drugs from Canada for state employees and Medicaid recipients in order to cut costs. This practice is currently ILLEGAL. Do you think the United States Congress SHOULD change the law and make it LEGAL for states to purchase drugs from Canada?

	 
	June – 04

Percent
	March ‘04

Percent
	November ‘03

Percent

	
	Should make it legal
	71.3
	69.5
	63.8

	 
	Should NOT make it legal
	19.5
	23.6
	24.7

	 
	Don't know
	7.1
	5.4
	10.1

	 
	Refused
	2.0
	1.4
	1.5

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0



Who do you trust to do a better job of handling health care issues, George W. Bush or John Kerry?

	 
	June – 04

Percent


	March – 04

Percent

	
	George W Bush
	34.8
	33.6

	 
	John Kerry
	35.9
	40.0

	 
	Don't know
	24.6
	22.5

	 
	Refused
	4.8
	3.9

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0


If you had to choose, would you say that George W. Bush's health care policies will do more to benefit ordinary people OR do more to benefit prescription drug and health insurance companies?

	 
	June – 04

Percent


	March – 04 

Percent

	
	More to benefit ordinary people
	20.3
	24.2

	 
	More to benefit prescription drug and health insurance companies
	50.4
	55.1

	 
	Don't know
	26.7
	17.5

	 
	Refused
	2.6
	3.1

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0


If you had to choose, would you say that John Kerry's health care policies will do more to benefit ordinary people OR do more to benefit prescription drug and health insurance companies?

	 
	June – 04

Percent


	March – 04

Percent

	
	More to benefit ordinary people
	37.8
	40.1

	 
	More to benefit prescription drug and health insurance companies
	14.9
	16.1

	 
	Don't know
	43.6
	40.0

	 
	Refused
	3.7
	3.8

	 
	Total
	100.0
	100.0


