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AMERICANS SPLIT OVER WHETHER SUPREME COURT NOMINEES SHOULD REVEAL POSITION ON ABORTION
Americans are divided over whether or not nominees to the Supreme Court should publicly state their position on abortion before being approved by the U.S. Senate; 48% believe they should reveal their position and 45% say they should not. There is a gender split on this issue: women break in favor of a nominee revealing their position with 54% saying they should reveal their position and 38% saying they should not. In contrast, 54% of men say a nominee should not reveal their position compared to 41% who say they should. There is also a partisan split on this issue with a majority of Democrats (59%) saying the nominee should reveal their position where a majority of Republicans (57%) say they should not. 

Moreover, most Americans (61%) do not think Roe will become illegal in the next four years.  That leaves a minority -- roughly a third -- who think it will. This perception is shared widely across members of both genders, different racial and ethnic groups, various regions, and varying levels of income and education. 
METHODOLOGY

The poll was conducted between September 1 and September 25 by the Stony Brook University Center for Survey Research. 830 adults were interviewed nationally. The poll was based on an RDD sample of telephone numbers drawn from blocks with at least one-listed residential number. Up to 7 contact attempts were made at each selected household and individuals were selected at random within households. Findings within each of four regions of the country (Northeast, Midwest, South, and West) were weighted using post-stratification weights for age, education, and gender in accordance with statistics of the Census Bureau Annual Social and Economic Supplement to the Current Population Survey for the reference year 2004. Overall national findings were additionally weighted using pre-stratification weights to correct for the differential probability of selection in each region. The margin of error is plus/minus 3.4 percentage points. 
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NOTE: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
Do you think that a person nominated to join the United States Supreme Court should or should not publicly state his or her position on abortion before being approved by the U.S. Senate for the job?

Should state position




  48

Should not state position




  45

Don’t know





    5

Refused






    2

Total





              100

Do you think that abortion:

Should not be legal under any circumstances


  13

Should only be legal under some circumstances 

   such as rape, incest, or to save a woman's life

  54

Should be legal under all circumstances


  30

Don’t know





    3

Refused






    1

Total





              100

In your view, how likely is it that abortion will become illegal in the United States in the next four years?

Very likely


  10

Somewhat likely


  23

Not very likely


  35

Not at all likely


  26

Don't know


    5

Refused


    0

Total

              100

