
I am writing on behalf of Stony Brook University, the State University of New York’s premier institution of higher education, which is at a critical juncture in its history.  Stony Brook has made great strides in so many academic and scientific arenas and is a powerhouse of economic development on Long Island.  The State of New York’s investment is returned 2300%, with an economic impact of $4.6 B in the region and the State.

Stony Brook’s budget priorities are:

1) Tuition paid must be kept within the University budget, not used to bail out the State in what everyone acknowledges is a difficult time.  As proposed, it is in reality a tax on the students and their families for enrolling in Stony Brook.  All of this tuition money should be invested in the institution.

2) Non-state funds, including dormitory, health care, athletic and other fees should not be used to support the State.  They should be used for the purposes for which they are paid: room and board, student health insurance, etc.

3) Federal and private research funds should not be tapped for the same reason.  The sources of this funding expect that the money will be used for the research and for the overhead of the institutions conducting the research, again, not for the bailing out of the State in a fiscal crunch.

4) Stony Brook and the other SUNY campuses must be given the operating flexibilities needed to efficiently manage our operation: i.e. post audit of expenditures rather than pre-review and approval; greater local authority to manage construction projects; and greater flexibility to manage programs on individual campuses, rather than micromanaging from afar.


In addition, Stony Brook must be included in S2020 and A2020, legislation that would allow it to operate in the same manner as its colleagues in the Association of American Universities, freed from the State’s bureaucratic micro-management.  The Universities should not be treated the same as a State agency.



I want you to know that Stony Brook is a very special institution with many, many advocates, and ask that you support the best investment the State can make in its future: public higher education overall, and Stony Brook University in particular.  

