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The College of Business (COB), in collaboration with 

the Career Center, has initiated a new program called the 

College of Business Leadership Community Service 

Program. ñThis initiative is to allow students to apply 

their academic studies in business ethics to community 

service,ò says Margot Palermo, a professor at the  

College who helped put the program together. ñThe 

main objective of the COB Leadership Community 

Service Program is to promote social responsibility, 

accountability, and the value of work experience among 

COB students in the Honors Ethics Business Program 

and to contribute to the community.ò 

The affiliation between the Career Center and the COB 

is a valuable relationship, allowing two integral 

departments at Stony Brook to lay a foundation for 

students and faculty to reach across departments and 

build cooperative projects. ñThe Career Center will 

bring their expertise to the students by bringing their 

community contactsé by helping the students to capture their skills and to translate [them] into stronger 

resumes,ò says Palermo. ñThe Career Center has not only organized the eight contributing nonprofit 

organizations [and] made contact with them, but [they have] also created the receptivity for the COB 

students to establish a win-win relationship with these organizations in the community for the upcoming 

fall semester.ò  

Approximately 35 students have been chosen for the program, all 

seniors with a minimum 3.5 GPA. Along with BUS 447, students will 

take Writing 301, which will assist them in writing a thesis on ethical 

leadership. By combining community service and experiential learning 

with the COB academic program, (Article Continued on Page Three) 

Students in the Honors Ethics Business Program (BUS 447) are 

partnered with one of eight Long Island nonprofit organizations. 

ñStudents will be matched in groups of four or five. Each organization 

has its own partnership proposal detailing the work that the students and 

nonprofit will do together over a course of a semester,ò says Palermo. 

One team, for example, will work with the Make-A-Wish Foundation 

of Suffolk County; they will engage in grant research and develop a 

professional networking event with local businesses in the area. 

Another group will team up with The Nassau-Suffolk Coalition for the 

Homeless as it endeavors to change its name to Long Island Coalition 

for the Homeless. Students will assist by developing a new logo, 

designing a website, and developing a marketing plan to raise 

awareness about the new name. 
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Shannon Kelly, a staff member of the Commuter Student 

Services department at Stony Brook University, has been 

coordinating the Office of Commuter Student Services for 

over four years. Shannon recently accepted the newly 

created position of Assistant Director for Student Life and 

Leadership, while still overseeing the Office of Commuter 

Student Services and working to develop a cohesive 

leadership program for students.  

 

Kelly is a member of the Community Service and Service-

Learning Committee, a group of diverse professionals at 

Stony Brook University who work to promote experiential 

and community outreach activities  to the entire Stony Brook 

population. One of the committeeôs major events is the 

Community Service Awards Ceremony, where students, 

faculty, and staff are recognized for their contributions to the 

Stony Brook community through service activities. This 

year, Kelly will also be collaborating with Taryn Kutujian, 

VISTA Programs Coordinator in the Career Center, to 

develop ñCommuters for Causesò. They will be coordinating 

service projects specifically for the Commuter Assistant 

Program, as well as larger projects in which any commuter 

student will be able to participate.  

 

Many students often hear that people change their majors 

many times throughout their undergraduate career. And even 

though Shannon herself was once a commuter student, a position working for Commuter Student Services 

was not what she originally saw herself doing. Shannon said, ñI went from wanting to be an archeologist, to a 

psychologist, to a high school teacher and volleyball coach.  By my senior year, I was convinced that I was 

going into a graduate program for school counseling.  However, after completing an internship with a high 

school guidance counselor, I realized that it was not my calling.  After my enlightening internship experience, 

I sat down with my academic advisor/mentor and realized that, in addition to the knowledge I gained from 

my academic major, the skill set I developed by getting involved outside of the classroom was the perfect 

complement to a career in student affairs.ò        

 

Not only does Stony Brook have a large commuter student population but also a diverse one. The Office of 

Commuter Services provides various programs from the Drive-In Movie Night in the South P Lot to Lunch 

and Learn workshops. Reaching out to these commuters is important because for students to take part in 

different opportunities helps ñenhance the educational experience,ò as Kelly explained. Since commuter 

students often have responsibilities on and off campus, their time is of the essence and that is why it is 

important for Commuter Student Services to provide information through office hours in the Commuter 

Commons, bulletin boards displays, email listservs, the blackboard site, and outreach events at the parking 

lotsðso that all of that information is at studentsô fingertips.   

 

Photo courtesy of Shannon Kelly.  

For more information, please contact Urszula Zalewski at uzalewski@notes.cc.sunysb.edu. 


