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Habitat for Humanity Generates Community Involvement
by Patrice Lopez

On a small farm in Americus, Georgia, Linda and Millard Fuller
conceptualized an organization dedicated to building homes for the poor
and, in 1976, realized their vision with Habitat for Humanity. Established
to help alleviate the global housing crisis affecting more than 1.6 billion
people, Habitat for Humanity has reached many milestones in-iges883
history. Since its inception, the internationalgcognized organization
has drawn the support of a myriad of prominent figures, including
President Obama, who, along with his wife Michelle, recently used the
organization as a platform to promote the Septembé¥allof National

— In 2000, with a vision parallel to t
a I a Dr. Frederick Preston, former vice president of student affairs, added the
= m Stony Brook name to the organizati ol
fOI’ Humanlty for Humanity, Stony Brook Chapter. Dr. Preston, for whom the
Frederick R. Preston Award for Leadership and Service was named,
brought the organization to Stony Brook as one of his many community service endeavors on campus. In
his commitment to Habitat for Humanity, he served as a member of its Board of Directors and remained a
crucial figure in the Stony Brook organization up until his retirement in 2005.

Despite the retirement of its dedicated founder, the Habitat for Humanity, Stony Brook Chapter continues

its efforts, working in conjunction with a Suffolk County Habitat for Humanity affiliate to help build seven

of the affiliatebs 128 homes throughout Suffoll k C
dedicated in the spring 2009 in Shirley. The Stony Brook community provided the estimated $75,000 in in
funding for the building materials used for the project in 2008.

While funding the housbuilding initiative is a significant component |nside This Issue:
of the process, it is the physical hodmelding experience that is more et for Humanit Cover
gratifying, says Stony Brook El,a%apf'eryc”)s Prrogr am Fa

Hor gan. She explains, Altos afcofifoln&ctyl ¥ rewar di |
than just writing a check because you actually see the house come
toget her, itds tangible. o E aBuianaBagwae st er , A bout

students volunteer their efforts to build homes alongside regular Habitat _ _
for Humanity employees and the families for which the homes are SUflif. 2™ America, Hab4tat) Cont.

The process of building a Habitat for Humanity home begins witlshey zwerin and C.0.S.T. 5
tedious and demanding housing application that can take years before it

receives approval. Upon selection, the applicant must take clasdg8°3§oPs &MSA 6
learn about the upkeep of the home, and must log nearly 1,000 houksfiarvest & Testimonials 7
Afsweat equityo in which they contribute to the bu

own home, as well as the homes of other Habitat for Humagkybnse Training Announcement 8

homeowners. Contrary to popular beli¢€ontinued on Page Four)
Island Harvest & Testimonials 9






