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CS Award Ceremony 7 Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE), Stony Brook Chapter.

Academics, community outreach, chapter development, leadership development and professional development.
Those are the five pillars that define the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE), a diverse
organi zation despite what the name may say. One
academically, o0 said Mukta Sundaresh, the vice] | pres:s
SHPE, students can meet recruiters and learn basic interviewing skills through workshops.

Every year, SHPE holds several conferences, among them the Regional Leadership Development Conference
(RLDC) and the national conference. The national conference is a-bassst event where students can meet
recruiters and maybe drop off a resume or two. By attending this conference, SHPE members have the
opportunity to mingle with other chapters and meet new people. This year, the conference will be held in
Washington, D.C.

SHPE sponsors Pi@ollege Day at Stony Brook, an event where local high schools send about 100 students to
the University. The event features speakers, tours of the engineering labs on campus, and an industry panel with
representatives from different industries who speak about their careexllBge Day provides an inside
glimpse into college life for the participants. This year, it will be held on April 3.

Aside from PreCollege Day at Stony Brook, SHPE is involved on campus in other ways. They recently hosted

a breakfast mixer, which was a prelude to the ||Ston
also hosted a service auction, where people were able to purchase raffle tickets for prizes like hockey|tickets,
dinner with the dean, and others. The money from the sale of the raffle tickets goes toward funding for yarious
outreach programs.

SHPE extends beyond the typical four years of college. Dan Totong, a Stony Brook and SHPE alumnus is still
very involved on campus and with the organization.
AEverything | 6ve accomplished | can credit to |[SHPE

SHPEOGS meetings are every other Wednesday at 8 30



Volunteer Spotlight i Diego Acero

by Cody Campbell

Diego Acero is anything but the average volunteer. Divig
his time between the Stony Brook soccer team and sq
other volunteer organizations, Acero stands out as a ca
and community leader. A junior, he is a psychology m
with minors in both biology and Latin American studies.

Acero donates much of his time to volunteering with varjs
organizations. Working as a telephone counselor at
Response Hotline of Suffolk County, he provides
referrals and an empathetic ear to callers with mental
conditions, suicidal thoughts, and depression. He is a
member of the Stony Brook University Cat Network
volunteers at the Stony Brook Hospital, where he red
donors and manages blood drives for the University B
Bank.

Photo courtesy of Diego Acero.

AVolunteering has really | , , rspect.i
says. AiwWhen you help somebody, you're not only
them, but you help yourself as well .0 Acero says V
this, he wants to use the education and experiences he is gaining now to become a nurse practitjioner.
ANursing is a perfect career i n which I have th

physically. o
From Those Who Serveé Commun

You don't get the opportunity everyday to see tm&terially but much of the time they are thrust into an
happiness, or rather a smile on a young child’s @¢@ronment where they are not noticed. The
\évhen they rﬁcelve something ]thag ma_kesTLheml tH¥¥heless in the city have more or less become [a] part
appy, such as a toy or stuffed animal. €S of the background of a busy, urban lifestyle. The
really nothing more satisfying than to make "a _ , _
child's day by doing something so simpféeed for outreach in these areas is great as the need|is
especially when they aren't as fortunate as séfgfold. We set out to attempt to address these needs
other children areil Br i an OO0 Far r ehasmallgoale, bavingdaih that maybe a few could

St. Vincent DePaul Society be helped.- Jason Phillip, president, InterVarsity
_ Christian Fellowship
60Arts for Everyoned6 is a program where a smal.l

group of students T &8 hasaR dnfull fodd Ban and'chothinG Brive whdree N © S
Psychiatric Department in Stony Brook Hospiigl gonate the goods to a nearby food pantry. Those
and make crafts with them. There is nothing m@jig, pring a donation also get a catered meal as a way
rewarding than seeing the smiles on their faces @how our appreciation for their generosity. We also
hearing their laughs as they just have HMfect school supplies like pens, notebooks, etcetera
opportunity to enjoy your company. Kendra for students in the Caribbean and we donate it to each
Kramer, Minorities in Psychology of the home countries for the contestants represented
In the fall of 2008, InterVarsity Christiah' 2" annual Miss CSO Paggant. _ ,

c%bony Kerr-Percy, public relations officer,

Fellowship felt that there was a need to reach out t

the homeless in the city. Not only are they Iackinganbbean Students Organization (CSO)

Are you attending Preventive Health Week? See page Four for more details




The Latin American Students Organization

By Christina Positano

Raising cultural awareness and understandi
just a couple of the things tHeatin American &
Student Organization (LASO) at Stony BrooH
University aims to accomplish. Its general b¢
averages around 70 members, all from divessd =
backgrounds. A We wanﬂ_ .
| earn about ot her B
Rodriguez, president of LASO. Rodrigus
explains that each person gets the chance to
di scussions on his o
start di scussions an
Rodriguez said. This allows students to —
inquisitive about their fellow members, and le:

something new about their own culture fromLASO members at one of their many events. Courtesy of LASO.
someone else.

During Womends History month, LASO asked members
on Latin women in healtrelated fields and in the media, among other industries. In April, they will hold

their annual banquet, where donations will be collected to assist families in need. In memory of a former
LASO member, the group created the fARead to Achi e
most recently at the Brentwood School District on Long Island, v@olelastiagift card based on how

many books they read. This program gives students the incentive to read more, while adding an exciting
component to their learning process.

If you want to be a part of LASO, the meetings are held on Tuesdays at 9 p.m. in the Student Activities
Center, Room 305.

The Student Health Advisory Committee

By Christina Positano

The Student Health Advisory Committee (SHAC) is a statenandated committee that acts as a liaison
between students and administrators to ensure that fekted needs are met, including mental health

and physicalwelbei ng. SHAC wor ks fito make sure studenjits g
said Diana Mosquera, athair of SHAC.

The monthly meetings bring students together to discuss pertinent issues that exist on campus. SHAC
student members are often involved with other stuttenised groups on campus, such as Students Putting
an End to Cancer (SPEC) and CHILL and C.H.O.I.C.E. peer health education programs.

With helping students as their chief purpose, SHAC is raising awareness about preventing common hgalth

i ssues by having APreventive Health Weeko (see ad:t
each day will possess a different educational purpose. Presentations will be given on nutrition and fitness,
disease prevention, mental health, and ways to get involved with SHAC. Notable lecturers will lead each
daybés topic, which include a Zumba danceampusstiruct
nutritionist. AThe draw is to have people whip do
experienced professionals lead each subject, SHAC aims to engage students in health awareness.

If you are interested in learning more about this event or about SHAC, please iKate Valerio at
kvalerio@notes.cc.sunysb.edu.






