The MA TESOL program at Stony Brook was both rigorous and challenging but it proved to be well worth the effort when I started working in my own classroom.  It was then that I realized how truly well-prepared I was to teach my students.  The linguistics coursework had given me a solid understanding of phonetics, language acquisition and bilingualism that I draw upon on a regular basis with my students.  However, it was the professors of the education coursework that truly made the program outstanding.  In addition to having substantial experience as ESL educators they were also very well-informed of the latest research and methods of instruction.  This knowledge and experience added to a meaningful curriculum that gave me the tools I needed to be successful. 

Denise Stevenson – Graduate Alumna 2007 

*********
The moment I learned of Stony Brook University's TESOL program, I knew that this was the field for me!  Not only did the research and coursework prove challenging and rewarding, the theory and pedagogical courses were mind-opening, with lots of  "Aha!" moments. The education I received is far superior to that of my coworkers, educated elsewhere, and I have professional connections for the rest of my career.  SBU gave me some brilliant, cutting-edge professors, career buddies for a lifetime, and a new outlook on life altogether.

Jean-Marie Tas – Graduate Alumna 2007 

*********
I am deeply thankful to the TESOL Certification Program at SUNY Stony Brook in preparing me for a successful career as an ESL teacher.  The faculty is at the forefront of research with the personal expertise to prepare teachers for the classroom.  They give you the knowledge needed to teach effectively in today's educational environment and the tools required to be able to teach in tomorrow's.   The program is well-rounded, allowing students to examine English language learning from many aspects; from social to psychological and from theory to practice.  As a new teacher, I felt I entered my first job already ahead of the game.  I was prepared, motivated and ready for the challenge. I am grateful to the wonderful professors who mentored me to become a confident and effective educator prepared to make a difference in my students' lives. 

Karen Muñante – Graduate Alumna 2007 
********
When I finished the MA-TESOL and Teacher Certification program, I started interviewing for jobs right away.   I told interviewers that I was ready —I knew it, I meant it, and I believed it.   That is my highest praise for the program:   it got me ready. Along the way, I found the linguistics courses engaging and rewarding, and the pedagogy courses rigorous and well-matched to what is expected of new teachers.   My only regret about the program is that I did not begin it sooner.

Nathaniel Raynor, Graduate Alumna, 2008
********
Stony Brook’s MA TESOL program was exactly what I needed to further my career. I have gained the skills and confidence needed to compete in the education field. The linguistics department is staffed with knowledgeable and experienced staff that provide valuable information and examples. The TESOL program director, is a wonderful person, professor, and informant who really pushes her students to succeed! 

Amy Brekke, Graduate Alumna, 2008

