Ayesha Ramachandran
EGL 390
Spring 2010

Booklist and Related Information


Required:
William J. Bernstein, A Splendid Exchange	(Grove Press)
Marco Polo, The Travels of Marco Polo (Signet)
Jean Renart, The Romance of the Rose (University of Pennsylvania Press) 
W. G. Sebald, The Rings of Saturn (New Directions)
Alessandro Baricco, Silk (Vintage)
 The Gold Rush: A Literary Exploration (Heyday Books)
Conan Doyle, Sherlock Holmes: The Complete Novels and Short Stories I (Bantam)
Collins, The Moonstone (Oxford World’s Classics)
Keay, The Spice Route (University of California Press) 
Camoes, The Lusiads (Oxford World’s Classics) 
Divakaruni, The Mistress of Spices (Anchor) 
Rushdie, The Moor's Last Sigh (Vintage)


Recommended:

Whitfield, Life along the Silk Road (University of California Press)
Wriggins, The Silk Road Journey With Xuanzang (Basic Books)
Jack Turner, Spice: The History of a Temptation (Vintage)

NOTES:
1. Please get the listed editions of these texts – you’ll notice that I have not noted particular dates, but rather the publisher. This is because in most cases it doesn’t matter whether you have the 2000 or 2008 reprint; but it does matter that you have the Oxford or the Hackett edition. In many cases, if you change the edition, the texts and translations are different, and I’ve selected these for particular reasons! 

2. Almost all these books are available used and cheaply online. I encourage you to explore your options. 

3. It’s nice if everyone buys the same book either from the bookstore or Stony Books because it means we can all literally be on the same page. However, I realize that is often the most expensive option because publishers often reprint books to sell more new copies. Therefore, I encourage you to find the best option for your own particular situation. Be aware, however, that if you choose not to buy the books in the particular editions/printings carried by the bookstore you’ll face the inconvenience of hunting around for page references when we discuss things in class. This is fine by me, and I will do what I can to help you and facilitate the process – but the responsibility is ultimately yours. 

4. You do NOT need to by the “recommended” books upfront. We will read some selections from these books, and if you are interested in the topic, I urge you to read them and consider purchasing them.

5. If you are in doubt about whether you should or should not buy an particular edition/printing of a book, don’t hesitate to email me!

6. Finally: yes, there is a lot of reading in this course! We won’t be reading all the books listed here in their entirety, but nevertheless, be prepared for a lot of reading. If you have some time before the semester begins, I’d encourage you to get a headstart on some of the novels. Barrico’s Silk, Sebald’s Rings of Saturn, Collins’s The Moonstone, Conan Doyle’s The Sign of Four and Divakaruni’s Mistress of Spices are all fairly rapid and very enjoyable; for those of you who want an early challenge, try plunging into The Moor’s Last Sigh – Rushdie is a powerful, enthralling, if sometimes difficult writer. Those who enjoy non-fiction, might start reading Part I of A Splendid Exchange or the accounts in The Gold Rush. Pick and choose, but get reading if you can! 
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