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English 369.01 Topics in Ethnic American Studies Literature:  

Slavery and American Literature 

Room:  Humanities 3018

TR 11:20-12:40

This course will examine the diverse and compelling literature written by and about African American slaves and the enduring legacy of slavery in America.  We will begin by reading about slavery as described by former slaves in a variety of genres such as narratives, novels, confessions and appeals—including lesser known writers alongside such famous figures as Nat Turner, Frederick Douglass, and Harriet Jacobs.  In works by Herman Melville and Harriet Beecher Stowe we will look at how contemporary white writers portrayed slavery and the possibilities of terror and redemption they associated with it.  Then we will turn to contemporary novels by African American and white writers which imagine the experience, impact, and legacy of slavery for individuals and for the nation—possible writers for this section include William Styron, Toni Morrison, and Charles Johnson.  
Required Texts (Available at the University Book Store and Stony Books):

Slave Narratives.  Library of America.
William Wells Brown:  Clotel.  Penguin Classics.
Harriet Beecher Stowe:  Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  Oxford World’s Classics.

David Blight:  A Slave No More.  Harcourt.
Note:  you will only be required to read two of the following three books:

William Styron:  The Confessions of Nat Turner.  Vintage.
Toni Morrison:  Beloved.  Vintage.
Charles Johnson:  Middle Passage.  Scribner.
Blackboard:
To access Blackboard, go to http://blackboard.stonybrook.edu  and follow the guidelines posted on that page for logging in.  You will need a Net ID Username and Password to log into Blackboard.  If you do not know this information, you will need to:

1.  Log Into SOLAR:  http://www.stonybrook.edu/solarsystem
2.  Click on "Set Your Net ID Password"
3.  Follow the directions on the screen for how to set up your Net ID, Security Question and Password.

Grading:

Class Participation (10%):  I expect you to come to class each day, to have finished the reading, to be prepared with questions you may have, and to contribute regularly in class.  An alternative means of participating is through the discussion threads on the Blackboard site—you may contribute to an existing thread or to begin a new thread.  I also welcome suggestions for quiz questions via the discussion board.  Participation will be evaluated and the rubric used for evaluation is posted on blackboard.
Quizzes (30%):  These will be unannounced.  They are intended to help you read carefully and critically, to verify you are keeping up with the reading, and to encourage you to think carefully about and take notes on the texts we will read before you come to class.  If you are reading with reasonable care you should be able to perform at a B level or above.  If you are not performing well on the quizzes you may wish to reconsider your definition of reasonable care.  There will be thirteen quizzes and the top ten scores will count with the following qualification—the two highest quizzes from those on the last three books (The Confessions of Nat Turner, Beloved, and Middle Passage) will count.  This allows you to skip one, but no more than one, of the last three books if you wish.  Students who perform best on the quizzes tend to make notes when reading and set aside a few minutes to review the material before class.  

Close Analysis Paper (5 pages) (30%):  This essay will be a close analysis of a short passage from one of the works on the syllabus—see the paper assignment for more information.  For this paper I will accept one rewrite if you are unsatisfied with your performance.  If the rewrite is an improvement, that grade will replace the earlier grade—if it is not an improvement the original grade will stand.  Late papers will lose a full letter grade for each class period they are late.

Final Paper (8-10 pages) (30%):  This may be a research paper on a topic of your choice or a review essay on a book or selection of works pertinent to this course—see the paper assignment for more information.  I strongly suggest that you consult with me about this paper during office hours and submit rough drafts.  No rewrites of this paper will be allowed and late papers will fail.  

Each paper should be double-spaced in 12-point Times New Roman font and in MLA format (you can find more information about MLA format under “Reference Shelf” and then “Style Manuals and Guides” on the Library home page).  All sources need to be appropriately cited and a bibliography should be included.  Pages must be numbered.
No extra credit work will be assigned to improve students’ grades.  

Attendance:

I take attendance daily and more than four absences will adversely affect your participation grade.  It is hard to participate if you are not in class.  
Americans with Disabilities Act: 
If you have a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability that may impact your course work, please contact Disability Support Services, ECC (Educational Communications Center) Building, room128, (631) 632-6748. They will determine with you what accommodations, if any, are necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation is confidential. 

Academic Integrity: 
Each student must pursue his or her academic goals honestly and be personally accountable for all submitted work. Representing another person's work as your own is always wrong. Faculty are required to report any suspected instances of academic dishonesty to the Academic Judiciary.  Faculty in the Health Sciences Center (School of Health Technology & Management, Nursing, Social Welfare, Dental Medicine) and School of Medicine are required to follow their school-specific procedures.  For more comprehensive information on academic integrity, including categories of academic dishonesty, please refer to the academic judiciary website at http://www.stonybrook.edu/uaa/academicjudiciary/ 

Critical Incident Management: 
Stony Brook University expects students to respect the rights, privileges, and property of other people. Faculty are required to report to the Office of Judicial Affairs any disruptive behavior that interrupts their ability to teach, compromises the safety of the learning environment, or inhibits students' ability to learn.  Faculty in the HSC Schools and the School of Medicine are required to follow their school-specific procedures. 

Reading Schedule:
Week One
January 26—Introduction
January 28—Kolchin 3-27, 252-257 (Blackboard); Gronniosaw (1772) Slave Narratives 
1-34
Week Two 

February 2—Equiano (1789) Slave Narratives 35-242
February 4—Equiano
(Friday is the Last Day to Drop without a W)
Week Three

February 9—Said (1831) (Blackboard); Walker (1830) (Blackboard); Turner (1831) 
Slave Narratives 243-266
February 11—Kolchin 105-127 (Blackboard); Douglass—Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass (1845) Slave Narratives 267-368
Week  Four 

February 16—Douglass—Narrative 
February 18—Stowe (1852) 1-54, Pref, Ch 1-6

Week Five

February 23—Kolchin 189-197 (Blackboard); Stowe 54-209, Ch 7-17

Annotated Passage Due

February 25—Stowe 209-260, Ch 18-20
Week Six 

March 2—Stowe 260-447, Ch 21-44
March 4—Stowe 447-456, Ch 45
Close Analysis Paper Due
Week Seven

March 9—Brown—Clotel (1853) 43-209
March 11—Douglass—“The Heroic Slave” (1852) in Stowe
Week Eight
March 16—Melville (1856) (Blackboard)
March 18—Delano (1817) (Blackboard)
Week Nine

March 23—Jacobs (1861) Slave Narratives 743-947
Last Day to Submit a Rewrite of Close Analysis Paper

March 25—Jacobs 
(Friday is the Last Day to Withdraw)

Spring Break

Week Ten
April 6—John Washington and Wallace Turnage in Blight 165-258
Topics List Due for Final Paper

April 8—Washington and Turnage
Week Eleven
April 13—Styron  (1967) 
April 15—Styron
Week Twelve
April 20—Morrison (1987)
Paper Proposal Due for Final Paper

April 22—Morrison
Week Thirteen

April 27—Johnson (1990)
April 29—Johnson
Week Fourteen

May 4—Johnson
May 6—Conclusion 
Final Paper Due Monday, May 10

