Shakespeare: The Major Works

Spring 2010. Dept. of English, SBU

EGL 243, M/W/F 10:40–11:35 AM, Javitz 101 

Instructor: Bente Videbaek, Ph.D.

Office hours: to be announced

E-mail: bvidebaek@optonline.net (no written work this route, please, unless we have agreed individually to do this. My file in “computer limbo” is said to be huge!) Office: 2-7400.

*   *   *


We will study a number of Shakespeare’s plays, covering a variety of genres such as histories, comedies, tragedies, and romances. We will examine how Shakespeare makes use of the thrust stage, i.e. the plays as acted drama, and also subject them to literary analysis. There will be a midterm, a final, and a 3-5 page term paper on a topic of your own choosing but approved by instructor. No student should miss more than one week’s worth of meetings to pass the course. 


Please use Blackboard! Study questions, hints about writing papers, syllabus, and staff information will be posted there, along with office hours and e-mail addresses for teaching assistants.

TEXTS:

The Norton Shakespeare.  Available at Stony Books across from the train station.

REQUIREMENTS:


Active and informed participation, please! Come prepared, carrying text! We will have a minimum of lectures and much discussion 

 
Quizzes [25% of grade]. Quizzes will be unannounced and always related to assigned material.


One paper [25% of grade]. This paper must be 3-5 double spaced, typed pages with a 1” margin all around, MLA style. If your paper is in early and you give me some lead time, you will be able to revise for a better grade.


Midterm and final [2 x 25% of grade].

ABSENCES & LATENESS


You need to come to class and come prepared. And please be on time; late arrivals are disturbing to everybody. You may be absent 3 meetings without affecting your grade. All other absences will mean points off (that means that you can easily fail the course this way). 4 tardy arrivals = 1 absence. Note that you are responsible for signing the attendance sheet. Please document unavoidable absences!

* * *

Americans with Disabilities Act:

If you have a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability that may impact your course work, please contact Disability Support Services, ECC (Educational Communications Center) Building, room128, (631) 632-6748. They will determine with you what accommodations, if any, are necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation is confidential.

Academic Integrity:

Each student must pursue his or her academic goals honestly and be personally accountable for all submitted work. Representing another person's work as your own is always wrong. Faculty are required to report any suspected instances of academic dishonesty to the Academic Judiciary.  Faculty in the Health Sciences Center (School of Health Technology & Management, Nursing, Social Welfare, Dental Medicine) and School of Medicine are required to follow their school-specific procedures.  For more comprehensive information on academic integrity, including categories of academic dishonesty, please refer to the academic judiciary website at http://www.stonybrook.edu/uaa/academicjudiciary/

Critical Incident Management:

Stony Brook University expects students to respect the rights, privileges, and property of other people. Faculty are required to report to the Office of Judicial Affairs any disruptive behavior that interrupts their ability to teach, compromises the safety of the learning environment, or inhibits students' ability to learn.  Faculty in the HSC Schools and the School of Medicine are required to follow their school-specific procedures.

*  *  *

Schedule (subject to change):
January 25: Introduction to the course and to Shakespeare’s stage. 

January 27, 29, February 1, 3, 5: “King Henry IV, Part 1” 

February 8, 10, 12, 15, 17: “King Richard III”

February 19, 22, 24, 26 March 1: “As You Like It”
March 1, 5, 8, 10, 12: “The Merchant of Venice”

March 15: Midterm! Open book, open notes
March 17, 19: Sonnets 1, 18, 19, 36, 68, 87, 105, 118, 130, 135, 138, 147
March 22, 24, 26, April 5: “Titus Andronicus”

April 5, 9, 12, 14, 16: “Othello”
April 19, 21, 23, 26, 28: “Macbeth”

If you want to revise, your well-written draft is due April 19!
April 30, May 3, 5, 7: “The Tempest”

Paper due in final form May 3rd!
Final: 5/12, 11:15–1:45

