EGL 192-03






Instructor – Rachel Hartman 
Introduction to Fiction




Office – Humanities 2036
Tuesday/Thursday 9:50-11:10AM



Hours – TU/TH 11:30AM-1PM

Chemistry 123

 




Email – mshartman@gmail.com


Course Description
This course will introduce a variety of fictional genres and literary periods through a focus on how place figures in novels from the end of the 19th century through to the latter half of the 20th century.  We will be considering both how place affects the identity of the individual and how the individual seeks to latch on to certain identities by inserting herself into a particular space.  The sites for this inquiry will largely be in depictions of built environments, such as the cityscape and suburban homes and communities.  You will show your mastery of the material presented in class through close reading of the texts both in class discussion and writing, culminating in a final paper that includes close reading and scholarly research.

Required Texts

Books are available at Stony Books and the University Bookstore.  If you order books online, please order as soon as possible, or check the library. Please try to find the editions as listed by their ISBN. The edition listed below by ISBN is not required, but it makes discussion easier. Finally, always make sure to bring your text to class on the day that we’re discussing it, for easy reference.  

Stephen Crane, Maggie: A Girl of the Streets (1896) – ISBN 9780451529985

Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man (1952) – ISBN 9780679732761

Phillip Roth, American Pastoral (1997) – ISBN 9780375701429

Nathanael West, The Day of the Locust (1939) – ISBN 9780811218221

Additionally, there will be a number of short stories, essays, and excerpts from larger works that I will post to Blackboard.  You must print out and bring to class all assigned texts posted on BlackBoard.
Assignments

Weekly Reading: Weekly reading is the basis of all our work in class. It is imperative that you keep up on the reading.

Participation: (15%) This is a guided, open-discussion class.  Please come prepared to discuss, every day.  I will try to frequently offer times in class for you to bring up your own questions and comments on the texts we read.  I highly recommend marking up your text as you read and making notes in the margin so that you have prepared responses to the text that you can easily turn to.
Quizzes: (10%) You will take five pop quizzes throughout the semester. These will be very easy if you are keeping up with the reading.  Each will be worth 25 points, and the lowest quiz grade will be dropped.  You may not retake a quiz if you are absent or late.  

Short Papers: (25%) You will submit two brief papers in response to a work read in class.  The assignments are as follows:

· Close Reading Paper (2-3 pages):  Select one of the short stories or novels read in class, and choose a passage between 250-500 words to analyze.  You will either photocopy or type out this passage and attach it to the back of your essay.  The passage you choose should contain enough rich language (interesting or significant diction, syntax, images, etc.) to support an extended analysis of it.  While you may discuss ideas or themes that are explored in other parts of the text, you will limit your analysis of evidence of these larger ideas to the passage you have chosen, so choose well!

· Analysis of a Scholarly Article (3-4 pages):  The text you write about must be different from your Close Reading Paper.  Using library databases like JSTOR and Project Muse, find a scholarly article that discusses the text you want to write about.  You may also choose a book chapter from scholarly work to analyze.  In this paper you will do the following: 1) Summarize the argument the author is making about the text, 2) Analyze the author’s argument explaining to what degree you agree or disagree with his/her assessment of the text, 3) Provide your own close reading of passages from the text that either further back up the argument of the article or provide another way to understand the text.  While you may use passages the author of the article uses to support his/her argument, a particularly strong essay will provide passages that are not covered in the article you analyze, showing your ability to select and make relevant connections between two texts.  You must include a Works Cited Page for this essay that includes the literary text and scholarly article, and attach a copy of the scholarly article to the back of your essay.

Final Paper: (30%) In this final (minimum) 6-8 page paper you will write an in-depth analysis about a certain aspect of a text we’ve read in class. To aid you in your writing, you will conduct scholarly research, utilizing no less than three sources to bolster your argument.  The research paper will be conducted in three steps: 1) Proposal and Annotated Bibliography, 2) 1st Draft, and 3) Final Draft.  This is both to ensure that the paper is not left to the last minute, that you fully understand what to do, and that you do your best work.  You may not move on to the next step before completing the previous one.  For example, you may not hand in a 1st Draft if you have not handed in and received feedback on your Proposal and Annotated Bibliography, and if you have not done a 1st Draft, a research paper handed in on the last day of class will not be graded. 
Final Exam: (20%) The final exam will be a mix of short answer and essay questions covering all the reading material in the course.  You should be able to do well on the exam if you read all the material and take good notes during class discussion to help you review the major themes and topics covered for each reading.
Please make sure to turn in all assignments ON TIME. I will not accept late work.

Style
All writing turned in must be type-written. I will not accept hand written final assignments. Always use 12pt. font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, no margin between paragraphs (use indentation). Margins should be Word Standard (top, bottom 1’. Left, right 1.25’).  ALWAYS title your work. 

In other words, use MLA standards.  O.W.L. (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/) is the premiere on-line resource for academic writing and should cover any questions you have on MLA formatting, internal citations, the works cited page, etc.  I will take off points for papers that do not adhere to MLA standards.  A paper that shows absolutely no effort to follow MLA format, use internal citations, include a proper works cited page, etc. will be marked down (A- becomes B+, C becomes C-, etc.).  This will be done at my discretion.

Please keep a copy of everything we write this semester.
Class Preparedness

We will often write in-class. Make sure to bring a binder or notebook to class, as well as an ample supply of pens or pencils. It is indispensable that you have done the reading for that day, and that you bring the text in question with you to class. 
Attendance/Lateness

Your final grade may be lowered for more than a week’s worth of absences. If you miss more than two weeks of classes for any reason, you cannot pass the course. Students who miss the first week of class will be de-registered. Similarly, please do not be late. If lateness becomes an issue, it will affect your grade. 
Email

I will always respond to your emails within 24 hours, unless a problem with my home computer or internet prevents me.  However, please contact me on email only with questions that are easily answered in a few sentences.  For example, I will not be able to give you feedback on a draft of an essay that you send to me over email; this is something you should take advantage of office hours for.  Additionally, I will not accept essays over email; you must provide me with a hard copy of your essay on the day it is due.
Blackboard

You can access the website for our class at http://blackboard.sunysb.edu.  Your Blackboard user name is your NET ID (which can be obtained from your SOLAR Homepage) and your original password is your SOLAR student ID number.  You are expected to check our class site regularly and to keep your BB email address up to date and check your email regularly.  Changes in our class schedule will be posted on BB.

Writing Resources

SBSU Writing Center: Visit them in the Humanities Building for personal help from a writing tutor on any essay during your career at S.B. They can also help you with grammar/syntax issues if you specify that is what you would like. The website also has some writing tips.  http://www.sunysb.edu/writingcenter
Americans with Disabilities Act

If you have a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability that may impact your course work, please contact Disability Support Services, ECC (Educational Communications Center) Building, room 128, (631) 632-6748. They will determine with you what accommodations, if any, are necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation is confidential.

Academic Integrity

Each student must pursue his or her academic goals honestly and be personally accountable for all submitted work. Representing another person's work as your own is always wrong. Faculty are required to report any suspected instances of academic dishonesty to the Academic Judiciary.  Faculty in the Health Sciences Center (School of Health Technology & Management, Nursing, Social Welfare, Dental Medicine) and School of Medicine are required to follow their school-specific procedures.  For more comprehensive information on academic integrity, including categories of academic dishonesty, please refer to the academic judiciary website at http://www.stonybrook.edu/uaa/academicjudiciary/

Critical Incident Management

Stony Brook University expects students to respect the rights, privileges, and property of other people. Faculty are required to report to the Office of Judicial Affairs any disruptive behavior that interrupts their ability to teach, compromises the safety of the learning environment, or inhibits students' ability to learn.  Faculty in the HSC Schools and the School of Medicine are required to follow their school-specific procedures.

Course Schedule*

	Week
	Date
	Day
	Topic
	Due

	1
	TU

TH
	1/26

1/28
	Introduction

The flâneur and the 19th century city
	Excerpts from Charles Baudelaire’s “The Painter of Modern Life” (1863), Edgar Allen Poe’s “Man of the Crowd” (1840)

	2
	TU

TH
	2/2

2/4
	19th century women and the city

Maggie continued + journalists in the slums
	Maggie: A Girl of the Streets and Janet Frame’s “The Invisible Flaneuse” (1985)

Excerpts from Jacob Riis’s How the Other Half Lives (1890)

	3
	TU

TH
	2/9

2/11
	Gendered space

Close Reading Workshop
	Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper” (1899) and “Why I Wrote the Yellow Wallpaper



	4
	TU

TH
	2/16

2/18
	Visions of Hollywood

Locust, continued
	The Day of the Locust, Close Reading Paper due



	5
	TU

TH
	2/23

2/25
	Race and space
	Invisible Man (IM) pp. 1-97

IM pp. 98-150

	6
	TU

TH
	3/2

3/4
	
	IM pp. 151-250

IM pp. 251-295

	7
	TU

TH
	3/9

3/11
	Analyzing a scholarly article
	IM pp. 296-408

Article on Invisible Man

	8
	TU

TH
	3/16

3/18
	
	IM pp. 409-444, Analysis of a Scholarly Article due

IM pp. 445-512

	9
	TU

TH
	3/23

3/25
	Conclude discussion of IM and introduce research project
Suburban space
	IM pp. 513-581

John Cheever, “The Swimmer” (1964) and “The Five-Forty Eight” (1954)

	10
	TU

TH
	3/30

4/1
	NO CLASSES

SPRING BREAK
	

	11
	TU

TH
	4/6

4/8
	New visions of America and creative non-fiction

TBA
	Joan Didion, “Los Angeles Notebook” and “Goodbye to All That” (1968), Proposal for Research Paper and Annotated Bibliography due



	12
	TU

TH
	4/13

4/15
	Assimilation and the American Home
	American Pastoral (AP) pp. 1-59 
AP pp. 60-113

	13
	TU

TH
	4/20

4/22
	
	AP pp. 117-174
AP pp. 175-231, First draft of Research Paper due

	14
	TU

TH
	4/27

4/29
	
	AP pp. 232-281

AP pp. 285-336

	15
	TU

TH
	5/4

5/6
	Closing words
	AP pp. 337-423

Final draft of Research Paper due


Final Exam: Thursday, May 13th at 11:15AM-1:45PM

*Schedule is subject to change.  All changes will be announced in class and posted to Blackboard.

