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Introduction to Poetry: Innovation and Invention

Course Description

“Make it new,” Ezra Pound’s (in)famous slogan for modernism, could equally apply to various forms of poetry throughout its history in English. From Old English alliterative verse to the recent “nonsense” poetry (to borrow critic Stephen Burt’s phrase) populating contemporary journals, poetry is, and has been, continually reinvented, readapted, and reshaped over time. This survey course intends to introduce students to these changes through criticism, written responses, class discussions, and the poems themselves. To facilitate our understanding of these shifts in poetic creation, students will be introduced to the elements of poetry such as allusion, meter, and allegory, as well as the formal structures of poetry such as sonnet, sestina, and haiku. Readings from a diverse body of work may include William Shakespeare, Matthew Arnold, Gerard Manley Hopkins, John Keats, William Butler Yeats, W.H. Auden, T.S. Eliot, John Ashberry, Derek Walcott, Adrienne Rich, Louise Glück, and Robert Pinsky. Students will be expected to write several responses, and a final paper. 

Required Texts

A limited number of books are available at Stony Books. For additional books, please order on-line as soon as possible. Please note that you are NOT required to get the 2000 edition. Many editions are available online for significantly reduced cost. I would recommend checking on half.com, bn.com, and abebooks.com.

-Ed. Nelson, Cary. Anthology of Modern American Poetry. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2000. ISBN: 0195149025 or 0195122712.
-Course Packets provided by the instructor.

We will periodically have selected outside readings. These will be available either on blackboard or as handouts.

Selected Texts
Provided by the instructor on BlackBoard: www.stonybrook.edu/blackboard

“Tradition and the Individual” Talent T.S. Eliot
“Reading Very New Poetry” Stephen Burt

Additional .pdf packets are online at the BlackBoard site. Please make sure to print out the packets, and bring them to class to aid in discussion.

Assignments
Weekly Reading: (10%) Weekly reading is the basis of all our work in class. It is imperative that you keep up on the reading. Please be prepared for me to call on you at random.

Class Participation: (15%) You will be required to take part in class, engage in class discussions, and add comments based on the reading. Up to two attendances are excused. After two missed classes, your grade drop one mark (+,-, etc.) regardless of the reason for your absence. This policy cannot be changed, please plan accordingly. Three late arrivals are permitted; after that, each late arrival will be included as an absence. See “Absences/Lateness” for more information.

Responses papers: (10%) Twice during the semester, you will be required to turn in a short (2 full page) response to one poem read in class. You may choose any poem we have read since the last response was due. Your response paper should focus deeply on the poem, and should analyze some element of the poem (i.e. Language, structure, rhythm, etc.)

Critical Summary: (12%) At two points in the semester, noted below, you will be required to read a critical essay on a poem or group of poems in class. After you read the essay, you will write a one page summary of the article, and a one page commentary on the article, either furthering it’s arguments, picking up where it left off, or arguing against a certain point (two full pages total).
Recitation: (8%) You will be required to memorize one poem of your choice. The poem must be at least 15 lines in length and not longer than 22 lines. 

Quiz: (15%) You will take one quiz during the semester on the both the information presented in class and the at home readings.

Final Paper: (30%) In this final 10-12 page paper you will write an in-depth analysis about a certain aspect of a poem, or several poems we’ve read in class. To aid you in your writing, you will conduct scholarly research, utilizing no less than four sources to bolster your argument. At least three of these sources must be “scholarly,” while one can be from any reliable source. You will be required to write a rough draft of this, and visit me during office hours at some point throughout the semester to discuss your paper.

Please make sure to turn in all assignments ON TIME. I will not accept late work.

Style: All writing turned in must be type-written. I will not accept hand written final assignments. Always use 12pt. font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, no margin between paragraphs (use indentation). Margins should be Word Standard (top, bottom 1’. Left, right 1.25’).  ALWAYS title your work. Unless otherwise noted, use MLA standards.

Please keep a copy of everything we write this semester.

Class Preparedness

We will often write in-class. Make sure to bring a binder or notebook to class, as well as an ample supply of pens or pencils. It is indispensable that you have done the reading for that day, and that you bring the poems in question with you to class. 

Attendance/Lateness

Your final grade may be lowered for more than a week’s worth of absences. If you miss more than two weeks of classes for any reason, you cannot pass the course. Students who miss the first week of class will be de-registered. Similarly, please do not be late. If lateness becomes an issue, it will affect your grade (see above).   
Grades

A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, and U.

Blackboard

You can access the website for our class at http://blackboard.sunysb.edu.  Your Blackboard user name is your NET ID (which can be obtained from your SOLAR Homepage) and your original password is your SOLAR student ID number.  You are expected to check our class site regularly and to keep your BB email address up to date and check your email regularly.  Changes in our class schedule will be posted on BB.

Writing Resources

· O.W.L. is the premiere on-line resource for academic writing. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
· SBSU Writing Center: Visit them in the Humanities Building for personal help from a writing tutor on any essay during your career at S.B. They can also help you with grammar/syntax issues if you specify that is what you would like. The website also has some writing tips.  http://www.sunysb.edu/writingcenter
The Academic Integrity Code
Plagiarism takes on many forms, but the obvious ones you know.  If you have someone else write your paper, submit a paper you’ve written for another course, or take another’s work without proper credit, you are in violation of the academic integrity code set up by Stony Brook University.  

The consequence, if you are caught in violation of the academic integrity code, is almost always an F for the assignment and possibly for the course.  The Academic Judiciary Committee of the College of Arts and Sciences decides the matter.  If you have any questions or doubts about this, feel free to contact me. 

If You Have a Disability
If you have a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability that may impact your course work, please contact Disability Support Services, ECC (Educational Communications Center) Building, room 128, (631) 632-6748. They will determine with you what accommodations are necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation is confidential. 

Students requiring emergency evaluation are encouraged to discuss their needs with their professors and Disability Support Services. For procedures and information, go to the following web site. http://www.ehs.sunysb.edu/fire
The content of this syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.

Course Schedule
W.1 Jan 26- Introduction.  Syllabus. Introduction to Poetry, Billy Collins. 

Jan 28- Meter. BEOWULF PACKET, CHAUCER PACKET. RFB. Beo/Chauc/Carlson, 

a comparison exercise: “What’s similar?” “What is a poem?”. 

W.2 Feb 2- RENAISSANCE PACKET. Scansion. Forms: Sonnet: Spenser, Petrarch, 

Shakespeare (Early Modern)

Feb. 4- 17th (SOME 18th) CENTURY PACKET. Terms packet.

W. 3 Feb. 9- FORMS PACKET. Forms: Sestina, Haiku, Villanelle: Do Not Go Gentle 

into that Good Night
Feb. 11- TRADITION AND THE INDIVIDUAL TALENT. Exercise.

W. 4 Feb. 16- ROMANTICS PACKET. Romantics

Feb. 18- ABBREVIATED VICTORIANS PACKET. Victorians. Brief review.

W. 5 Feb. 23- REVIEW: CHAUCER, BEOWULF, FORMS, EARLY MODERN, 

TERMS, VICTORIANS. QUIZ of first four weeks. 

Feb. 25-INTRODUCTION TO POETRY. Modern era. From here out we will use the 

Anthology of Modern American Poetry (MAP)
W. 6 Mar. 2-MAP

Mar. 4- RESPONSE #1. MAP

W. 7 Mar. 9-MAP

Mar. 11- CRITICISM PACKET/SUMMARY. Criticism exercise #1
W. 8 Mar. 16-MAP

Mar. 18-MAP

W. 9 Mar. 23-MAP

Mar. 25- RESPONSE #2. MAP.

Spring Break Monday March 29 - Sunday, April 4 

W.10 Mar. 30- NO CLASS

Apr. 1- NO CLASS

W. 11 Apr. 6- MAP

Apr. 8- CRITICISM PACKET #2/ SUMMARY. Criticism exercise #2

W. 12 Apr. 13-MAP

Apr. 15- Presentation of poem.

W. 13 Apr. 20-MAP

Apr. 22- MAP

W. 14 Apr. 27- ROUGH DRAFT (first 5 pages) or 2 page OUTLINE due.

Apr. 29-MAP

W. 15 May 4-MAP

May 6- LAST DAY OF CLASS. FINAL DUE.
Last Day of M-F Classes Friday, May 7 

