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As I write this, I have just finished “digging out” from the first blizzard of the year in this 
area, and reflecting on the fact that so far the new year, like its recent predecessors, appears 
to be one of extremes. Of course (unless you believe the global warming deniers), that will 
now be the “new normal”. Certainly, 2013 represented new extremes of weather world wide 
and new extremes of economic vacillations and stupidity in politics, especially in Congress.  
Polarization around extremes of political and religious views lead to fanaticism, terrorism, 
and war that are unimaginable to most of us. 
 

And yet, there are still many sane, rational people, scientists, philosophers, and other folks, 
like you and me, who continue to try to make stable social and ecological environments for 
our children and all future children. It is a lot of work. Most of us are very busy tying to 
fulfill all our obligations and simultaneously stay focused on creating a better world for our 
families and society as a whole, in large ways and in small. Yet we must try, simply because 
there is no one else who can do it for us.   
 

Thus, we become engaged, marry, have children, finish our educations, advance our careers, 
relocate or move to new homes, etc. We also contribute to charities and political campaigns, 
conserve and recycle, and try to reduce our “carbon footprints”. Whatever your personal 
religious background or philosophical views, I wish you success and fulfillment in these 
noble pursuits. 
 

Professor Ojima and many of your fellow alumni have shared news of their activities on the 
improved Ojima Group website, and we strongly urge you to visit, and, if possible, to 
contribute your own news, photos, etc. Many of you will recognize the photos from the past 
year’s “Reunion Dinners” in New Orleans and Indianapolis, among others.  
 

For those of you who have not kept abreast of his travels, 2013 was a very busy year. It 
began with a trip to the ACS Fluorine Conference in January, to receive accolades for his 
Creative Work in Fluorine Chemistry. Then on to Muenster, Germany in March for the Cell 
in Motion Meeting. In April there were back-to-back trips to The ACS Meeting in New 
Orleans and the International Fluorine Workshop in Tokyo, without a stop at home between. 
 

After a relatively quiet summer, Profssor Ojima was off again in September, first to the 
ACS Fall Meeting and then for a few days each at the University of Minnesota and Rutgers  
to deliver invited lectures.  At the end of October he began more than 3 weeks long 
Conference/Lecture tour in China and Japan, returning home the weekend before 
Thanksgiving and the wonderful annual gathering in his and Yoko’s beautiful home. 
Finally, in mid-December, the Ojimas ended the year with what has become an annual 
“retreat” (also known as a working vacation) in Honolulu. 
 

I, too, have done more than my usual amount of traveling this year, and in lieu of a greeting 
card I am attaching two photos from the most recent of these – a ski trip with both my sons 
and daughters-in-law, my sister Pam, and my wonderful grandsons, Mattingly and 
Alexander.  In August, I was thrilled to take my very first journey into the “heartland” of the 
US, a 9 day tour through Minnesota, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, Wyoming and 
Wisconsin, with Mike Deedee and the boys, who are pictured (attached) at the bottom of a 
waterslide in the Wisconsin Dells. Life is sometimes very good! 



In the same vein, life has been good to our five new Ojima Alumni, all of whom earned 
their Ph.D. or M.S. degrees between May and December of 2013. Ying-Jen (Jane) Chen is 
now happily using her M.S. training at Baker Hughes, Inc. in Houston. Joshua Seitz is a 
Postdoc at the California Institute for Biomedical Research, in La Jolla. Alexandra Athan 
has put her Ph.D. to good use as a secondary school chemistry teacher, at the prestigious 
Spence School in Manhattan.  William Berger is now a Ph.D. Chemist at Luitpold 
Pharmaceuticals, Shirley, NY, and Chih-Wei Chien has stayed on as a Postdoctoral Fellow 
in the Ojima Group.  
 

Dr. Akira Sato, who is known to some of you from his time as a visiting graduate research 
student from Hokkaido University in 2010, returned as a Postdoctoral student in Dr. 
Honda’s laboratory, and has now gone back to a Postdoctoral position in Tokyo. We have 
also welcomed, and said good-by to, Dr. Soumya Roy Chowdhury, who arrived in January 
2013 and departed for a Postdoctoral position at the National Institutes of Health at the end 
of the year.  The breaking news is that his wife gave birth to their first child, a son, on 
January 13, 2014 at Stony Brook University Hospital. Similarly our three summer high 
school student researchers (and Simons Fellows), Anika Gupta, Sachit Singal, and Kent 
Ueno, have all returned to their high schools (Anika’s in Califronia), but have left fond 
memories and continued the labs’s winning tradition by all becoming Intel semifinalists! 
 

That brings us to the BIG NEWS for the next year and a half: Professor Ojima’s 70th 
Birthday Celebration!  Based upon feedback from my previous mailings and, especially, 
from the volunteer members of the Organizing Committee, and with Professor Ojima’s 
approval, we have begun to make plans for a two day Symposium, on Friday, June 5th and 
Saturday, June 6th, 2015, to be entitled Frontiers of Organic Chemistry.  We envision both 
oral and poster presentations, a birthday banquet, and, hopefully, some activities for family 
members, so start making your arrangements now. Although we have a very strong core 
group of organizers, there is always room for more, so if you thought of volunteering and 
never got around to it – now is the time! 
 

This year, I will wait for two weeks before sending the Ojima Group Alumni List, to give 
those of you who have made changes in your private or professional lives, a chance to send 
me any additions and/or corrections, so I can share with all of you the most current 
information possible.  It is especially, sad to see the names on the list with no information at 
all, so if you know the whereabouts of any of your former classmates or colleagues, please 
send that information, too. 
 

My heartfelt thanks to those of you who were kind enough to send me holiday greetings, via 
regular mail or electronically, especially those that include photos!  I wish I had time to send 
individual replies to each of you, but, as you can tell from the time it has taken me to 
complete and send this letter, there are simply not enough hours in the day.  Nevertheless, I 
hope that you all know how deeply I care for you.  I cherish the memories of times we have 
shared and delight in your accomplishments and the new lives (spouses and children) that 
you bring into the Ojima Group Family. 

 

Peace and Love, 
Pat 


