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Comparative Literary & Cultural Studies have joined  
talents and forces with Women�s & Gender Studies to 
form the Department of Cultural Analysis & Theory. 
CAT is a dynamic transdisciplinary space for the schol-
arly exchange of methods and concepts for analyzing 
complex social and cultural phenomena. We�re com-
mitted to the critical study of the transnational and 
transcultural flow of peoples, capital, media, and ideas 
as well as the production, dispersion, and reception of 
literary, visual, digital, and material cultures; and the 
theories and practices of social and political movements. 
Meow!

News

About Us

We are thrilled to welcome three new faculty to Cultural Analysis & Theory this Fall!

Kadji Amin received his Ph.D. in Romance Studies (French) with a graduate 
Certificate in Feminist Studies from Duke University in 2009. His research and teach-
ing interests include queer historiography and temporality, affect studies, literary mod-
ernism, transgender studies, and French cultural studies. His research focuses on queer 
counterhistoriographies that disrupt contemporary narratives about gay and lesbian his-
tory and politics. �Untimely Genet,� his current book manuscript, contributes to this 
project by inquiring into the historical, temporal, and affective dissonances between 
French author, playwright, and activist Jean Genet�s modes of pre-Stonewall queerness 
and the political desires of the present. 

Nancy Heimstra is a political and cultural geographer whose interests include global 
migration, immigration enforcement practices, �homeland security�, racialization, and 
Latin America. Nancy finished her Ph.D. last August at Syracuse University, and she 
just completed a year as a Scholar in Residence at Emerson College in Boston. Her 
research, grounded in feminist epistemology, uses qualitative methodologies to scruti-
nize ways in which political policies shape everyday life. Nancy�s current project, based 
on fieldwork in Cuenca, Ecuador, focuses on consequences of U.S. migrant detention 
and deportation in countries of migrant origin. She also enjoys working with students 
to link what they are learning to personal experience.

Liz Montegary received her Ph.D. from the University of California, Davis in 
Cultural Studies and her M.A. from Rutgers University in Women�s and Gender 
Studies. Liz�s research interests include feminist and queer theory, LGBT activism and 
queer politics, histories of travel and tourism, the militarization of everyday life, and 
mobility, dis/ability, and the body. She is currently working on her book manuscript, 
tentatively titled �Queer Mobilizations: The Transnational Circuits of U.S. Lesbian 
and Gay Politics.� This project traces the history of lesbian and gay travel during the 
20th century in order to illustrate how global networks of exchange shape mainstream 
lesbian and gay activism in the United States.

... check out the new faculty Q & A on the last page! 
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