
This talk will bring into the conversation Asian American voices, identities and
activism, with a focus on New York City and New York State. The demographics,
contributions and perspectives of Asian Americans are typically not known,
even to Asian Americans, despite their significance. This discussion will
showcase some key examples of these voices and activism. The discussion will
draw on examples from the Hunter College Asian American Studies Oral History
Project, which examines the long road to the founding of AAS at Hunter from
the 1930s-1993; Compelled To Excel: Immigration, Education, and Opportunity
among Chinese Americans, a book featuring the voices of Chinese American
students at Hunter and Columbia Colleges during 1998-1999; and Hidden
Voices: Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in United States History, a
recently released teachers’ curriculum and resource guide produced by the
NYC Department of Education.
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Vivian Louie is Professor of Urban Policy and Planning and Director of the Asian American Studies Center and
Program at Hunter College. Louie has been associate and assistant professor, and postdoctoral fellow in
education, as well as lecturer in sociology at Harvard, and a program officer at the William T. Grant Foundation.
She has also previously worked as a newspaper journalist, journalism teacher, and youth magazine editor. She
was CUNY Thomas Tam Visiting Professor at Hunter College from 2013-2014. Louie studies what it means to be
an American, in public policies and discussions, civic participation and civic education and the role of race,
ethnicity, immigration, social class and gender. Louie earned her Ph.D. and M.A. from the Yale University
Department of Sociology, M.A. from the Stanford University Department of Communication, and A.B. from
Harvard University in History and Literature.
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