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         BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE CENTER FOR MEDICAL
      HUMANITIES, COMPASSIONATE CARE AND BIOETHICS 




 (TO JUNE 30, 2010) 
I. OUR VISION 


There is a place where the human side of medicine is elevated, examined, and revered. Our Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care and Bioethics, situated in the Department of Preventive Medicine in the School of Medicine, is devoted to training medical students and health professionals as well as conducting high impact research and scholarship in the three thematic components reflected in its name. While we maintain and develop curricula on these three themes with a primary focus on the medical school, we are also actively engaged in undergraduate and graduate teaching across the university. We maintain a productive research portfolio combining work in the traditional humanities including bioethics, narrative medicine, and history; clinically-oriented scholarship centered on compassion, altruism, and palliative care; and NIH and NSF funded scientific research.  Building on a rich legacy of four decades of exemplary medical humanism at the Stony Brook University School of Medicine, the Center was founded in August of 2008. Our website address is www.stonybrook.edu/bioethics. 

Medical Humanities  


The medical humanities, including literature, history, philosophy, and the arts, sensitize students and health professionals to the patient as a person who deserves to be treated with dignity against the background of a healthcare system that can be de-humanizing, impersonal, and lacking care in the most fundamental sense of the term. Through novels, short stories and poems, those who have experienced illness illustrate our common humanity, while those who provide care are able to reflect on the meaning of their professional calling.  In a time when many patients complain that they are treated more like biological specimens than human beings, the medical humanities play a critical role in the education of medical professionals. Appreciation of art and literature in the context of illness and healing develops the mindfulness, empathy, and compassion that can inform, even transform, medical practice. 

Compassionate Care  

It is not a new idea that compassion should be an essential quality in medical care.  Dr. Francis Peabody of Harvard wrote nearly a century ago, “The secret to the care of the patient is in caring for the patient.” In the absence of compassion, patients are dissatisfied and professionals lament a loss of meaning and gratification in their work. Compassionate care makes otherwise technically competent students real healers, motivates them to travel to Haiti after an earthquake or spend their Sundays providing free care for the uninsured, and ultimately makes their professional lives truly successful. Our Center takes responsibility for the education of students and professionals in compassionate care through emphasizing professionalism, empathy, and caring for self and others, and by bringing to the forefront the new science of compassion as an evolved human capacity which has a clear impact on patient outcomes and professional flourishing. 
            Bioethics and Clinical Ethics 

Bioethics is the systematic study of the moral dimensions – including moral vision, decisions, conduct, and policies – of the life sciences and health care, employing a variety of ethical methodologies in an interdisciplinary setting. From the beginning to the end of life, biotechnologies raise every conceivable question about human dignity and the future of human nature itself. Nearly all academic disciplines contribute to the ongoing discussions in bioethics. 


Clinical ethics is an essential modulation of compassionate care, for it involves respect for patients and families as they make difficult decisions about treatment. Our Center is deeply immersed in clinical ethics across the Medical Center, and in the education of medical students in this vital area which is now a core aspect of licensure exams and of ongoing professional development. We provide key faculty leadership for the Hospital Ethics Committee and clinical consultation service. 

Leadership Goals  


We seek to:   

(1) encourage the practice and pedagogy of compassionate care and humanistic medicine in medical students and across the medical center, and to help close the gap between the teaching of high professional values and the role modeling that students observe outside the classroom

(2) contribute outstanding humanistic scholarship and empirical research in medical humanities, compassionate care, and bioethics to develop a national reputation  for excellence in these areas 

(3) provide practical service and consultation in clinical ethics so as to enhance the experience of patients 

(4) extend our efforts to the wider community both locally and nationally, thereby contributing to a positive culture of compassionate care 


Our Legacy


Founded in 2008, our Center captures in its title an exemplary tradition that reaches back to the distinguished founding Dean of the Stony Brook University School of Medicine, Dr. Edmund D. Pellegrino. Dr Pellegrino understood that competence in the humanistic aspects of medical care is as necessary as proficiency in its technical aspects, that the physician-patient relationship must be appreciated for its therapeutic significance, and that professional virtues such as benevolence and altruism need to be emphasized with renewed vigor. Under Dean Jordan J. Cohen the school established one of the most extensive medical humanities curricula in the nation. Dean Richard N. Fine was diligent in his commitment to the establishment of the newly constituted Center. Senior faculty members across Stony Brook University from many departments including History, Psychology, Philosophy, English, and Bioengineering joined with medical school faculty Dr. John L. “Jack” Coulehan, Peter C. Williams and others in successfully petitioning then President Shirley Strum Kenny to establish the Center. While our primary responsibilities are in the School of Medicine, we consider ourselves a university-wide program.  (The history of distinguished teaching activities before the advent of the Center are included in the attachment Beyond Scarcity.) 
II. RECENT FACULTY APPOINTMENTS 
Stephen G. Post, PhD, arrived at Stony Brook in August of 2008 from Case Western Reserve University, where for 20 years he was a professor in the Department of Bioethics in the School of Medicine. He is currently Professor of Preventive Medicine and Director/Founder of the Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care, and Bioethics at Stony Brook University (www.stonybrook.edu/bioethics). An elected Fellow in the College of Physicians of Philadelphia for “distinguished contributions to medicine,” Post served as the Public Member of the United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) Composite Committee.  He is an elected member of the Medical and Scientific Advisory Panel of Alzheimer's Disease International, and was recognized for “distinguished service” by the Association’s National Board for educational efforts in bringing ethical issues to Association Chapters and families throughout the United States (1998). His book entitled The Moral Challenge of Alzheimer Disease: Ethical Issues from Diagnosis to Dying (The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000, 2nd edition) was designated a “medical classic of the century” by the British Medical Journal. Post received the Hope in Healthcare Award in 2008 for his "pioneering research and education in the field of unconditional love, altruism, compassion, and service." His work was included in "Best American Spiritual Writing" (2005), and he received the Kama Book Award in Medical Humanities from World Literacy Canada (2008). In 1994, Post was elected a Hastings Center Fellow, and a Senior Scholar in the Kennedy Institute of Ethics at Georgetown University. He served as editor-in-chief of the third edition of the five-volume Encyclopedia of Bioethics (Macmillan Reference, 2004).
After Post’s arrival, the Center’s first faculty recruit was Carla Keirns, MD, PhD, who filled the position previously held by Dr. Coulehan. Arriving in July of 2009, Keirns holds her MD from the University of Pennsylvania, as well as her PhD in the history and sociology of medicine, where she was a doctoral student of the esteemed historian Charles Rosenberg. Dr. Keirns completed a residency in internal medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, and a postdoctoral fellowship in health services research at the University of Michigan through the Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program where she earned the MS degree from the University of Michigan in Health & Health Care Research, and served as an Attending Physician in internal medicine at the Ann Arbor VA Medical Center. Dr. Keirns has quickly established herself as a popular lecturer, clinician, and researcher in the medical school. She also taught a course on the history of health and disease for the Department of History in Spring 2010, where she is a faculty affiliate, and directs the Center’s lecture series in the History of Medicine. Since her arrival at Stony Brook in 2009, her research has been published in important venues as Annals of Internal Medicine, Journal of the American Medical Association, and Health Affairs. In May of 2010 the senior student graduating members from the Steering Committee of Stony Brook HOME clinic awarded the Dr. Jedan Phillips Distinguished Service Award to Dr. Keirns. In addition, Dr. Keirns is a recipient of the National Institutes of Health’s Health Disparities Loan Repayment Award for young scholars doing distinguished research in the area of health disparities, and who hold promise as future leaders in the field. Dr. Keirns is assuming the role of Chair of the Hospital Ethics Committee, and is emerging as a clinical leader in the Palliative Care Service. Dr. Keirns contributes to the ethics consultation service at University Hospital, teaches medical humanities and preventive medicine to medical students, and serves as an Attending Physician in General Internal Medicine. She has authored articles and book chapters in clinical ethics, health services research, and history of medicine, with a focus on health disparities, chronic disease, epidemiologic transitions and public health ethics. She was co-curator to the National Library of Medicine’s exhibition, “Breath of Life” on the history of asthma and is completing a book, Measured Breath: A Short History of Asthma, for Johns Hopkins University Press. She has worked in health care settings in the United States, Australia, Mexico and Botswana, and taught public health in Jamaica. 


Our second recruit, Andrew Flesher, PhD, filled the position previously held by Catherine Belling, PhD, in the area of medical humanities. Dr. Flescher is an Associate Professor of Preventive Medicine specializing in Religion, Ethics, and Medical Humanities and is the Assistant Director of the Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care, and Bioethics at Stony Brook University. He was previously (2000–2009) Associate Professor of Religion, Ethics, and Society at California State University, Chico, where he served as the director for the Center for Applied and Professional Ethics for five years (2001-2006). Dr. Flescher is among the nation’s leading philosophers of altruism and care, integrating philosophy, psychology, the life sciences, and religious traditions in his highly regarded writings. Dr. Flescher quickly engaged in teaching medical students, as well as undergraduates in the Philosophy and English departments. He serves on the medical center’s Organ Donor Council, and researches other aspects of altruism in medical professionalism and clinical care. He also serves on the Hospital Ethics Committee. Dr. Flescher is engaged in co-directing our emerging graduate program. He is the author of two books: Heroes, Saints, and Ordinary Morality (Georgetown University Press, 2003), which examines modern and contemporary moral exemplars, and The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical, and Religious Perspectives of Human Benevolence , co-authored with Daniel L. Worthen (Templeton Press, 2007), which attempts to account for why human selflessness is more frequent and conspicuous than that encountered in the animal kingdom. Currently Dr. Flescher is writing his third book, Four Models of Moral Evil, again under contract with Georgetown University Press. The Altruistic Species earned the Choice award for outstanding academic title (2009). While at California State University, Chico, Dr. Flescher received several distinguished teaching awards, and became the first professor to teach a course with the president of the university. He served on the ethics boards of Enloe Hospital (Chico, CA) and Feather River Hospital (Paradise, CA). Currently, Dr. Flescher plays piano in the hospital lobby for our patients on a bi-weekly basis. This is in an effort to contribute in practice to our overall effort to "heal through the arts," a critical feature of medical humanities.
Our third recruit, Stephanie Brown, PhD, arrived in December 2009 from the University of Michigan. She is an Associate Professor at Stony Brook and an Adjunct Assistant Professor at the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan. She received a B.S. degree in Psychology from the University of Washington, and a Ph. D. in Social Psychology from Arizona State University. She completed a 2-year N.I.M.H. postdoctoral training program in “Psychosocial Factors in Mental Health and Illness” at the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan. Following her postdoctoral training, Dr. Brown received a research scientist career development award (K-01) to study whether dialysis patients who provide social support to others suffer fewer symptoms of depression. This project led to a series of empirical papers conducted with fellow Center faculty member Dylan Smith, suggesting that the health benefits of social contact are due to the provision, as opposed to the receipt, of social support. Dr. Brown’s research currently focuses on the neuro-affective mechanisms underlying altruistic and prosocial behavior and she has a three-year grant from the National Science Foundation to examine the physiological consequences of helping others. Together with center member, Dylan Smith, Dr. Brown’s research examines (a) the role that other-focused motivational states play in stress regulation (b) the implications of helping-induced stress-regulation for physical health and longevity and (c) the contribution of other-focused motivational states and behaviors to the darker side of human experience including depression, suicidality, and PTSD. These lines of research are designed to shed light into the mechanisms underlying a caregiving motivational system, including its evolutionary origins and its implications for compassionate care, medicine, economic behavior, ethnic and international conflict, and other political attitudes and behaviors. Dr. Brown is among the leading researchers in the nation focusing on the biological, evolutionary, and psychological underpinnings of the moral impulse to care for the security and well-being of others.  


Our fourth recruit, Dylan Smith, Ph.D., who also arrived in December 2009 from the University of Michigan, is a health psychologist with expertise is in medical decision making, adjustment to disabilities, and research methods in empirical bioethics. An Associate Professor, he held the position of Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine at the University of Michigan, where he worked in the multi-disciplinary Center for Behavioral Sciences in Medicine. Other past positions include Health Science Specialist at the Department of Veterans Affairs, Ann Arbor, and core faculty member of the Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program at Michigan. His research interests include the use of social cognitive principles to study resilience and adaptation in the context of disability and illness, including implications for medical decision making and social policy. Specifically, he examines how one’s social context—including factors such as compassionate (care giving) goals—influence health and emotional resilience. With fellow Center faculty member Stephanie Brown, he has collaborated on several studies that demonstrated clear and strong benefits of having compassionate goals for one’s physical and psychological health. Currently, he and Dr. Brown are working to identify the neuro-physiological pathways underlying these benefits. He also explores how cognitions and beliefs about health and physical functioning affect decision making—that is, how evaluations of different health states affect decisions about treatments and allocation of resources. More generally, he is interested in empirical approaches that can inform policy and bioethical questions. For example he applies social cognitive principles toward improving our understanding of quality of life, with an eye toward enhancing our ability to test theories of adaptation and resilience, but also with the goal of improving the quality of information available to health policy decision makers—and informing the current debate over what should be the primary criteria for evaluating the effects of health policies. 


These new faculty join a vibrant group of clinicians and humanistic scholars who have been leaders at Stony Brook in bioethics and medical humanities for some time.  Established faculty in the Center include the distinguished legal scholar and philosopher Peter C. Williams, Ph.D., who has served Stony Brook for more than three decades. Peter’s writing and research have focused on social and ethical issues in medicine, with a special interest in malpractice reform and moral reasoning. As one of the early entrants to the now well-established field of medical ethics, he helped form and has held offices in various professional organizations dedicated to the interface of humanities and health care.  In the past decade Peter’s research attention has turned to matters educational and he has written and spoken about the impact of medical education on character and creativity.


S. Van McCrary, PhD, has served Stony Brook for nearly a decade as a bioethicist, teacher, and clinical consultation specialist. Dr. McCrary teaches, researches, writes, and consults in a variety of areas including clinical biomedical ethics, ethical and legal aspects of the care of dying patients, medical decision making, health law and policy, ethical issues in neonatology, psychiatric advance directives, conflicts of interest in biomedical research, and psychiatric issues in bioethics consultation. He has published in both medical and legal journals, and has spoken at national and international conferences. He also serves as a member of the International Advisory Board of the Centre for Ethics and Law, University of Copenhagen. In the Fall of 2010 Dr. McCrary will bring his expertise in clinical ethics and legal medicine to New Zealand as a Fulbright Senior Specialist to conduct comparative research on ethical and legal aspects of neonatal intensive care in New Zealand and the United States. 

John L. Coulehan, MD, who is Post’s predecessor, remains actively engaged in many Center activities and is a devoted teacher and mentor to countless students whose appreciation for him is universal. He is the author of over 200 articles and book chapters in the medical literature, ranging in topic from clinical trials of depression treatment in primary care and studies of heart disease among Navajo Indians to essays on medical humanities, professionalism, and the physician-patient relationship. Jack’s poems and stories have appeared in major literary magazines and medical journals in the United States, Canada, England, and Australia. His writings are widely anthologized. His collections of poetry include The Knitted Glove (1991), First Photographs of Heaven (1994), The Heavenly Ladder (2001), and Medicine Stone (2002). He is the author or editor of several other books, most recently The Medical Interview: Mastering Skills for Clinical Practice (5th edition, 2006) and Primary Care: More Poems of Physicians (2006). Among Jack’s honors are the Distinguished Service Award, U.S. Public Health Service; NEH Fellowship in Medical Humanities; Pennsylvania Council for the Arts Award for Poetry; Aesculapius Award for Excellence in Teaching; American Nurses’ Association Award for Best Book, 2001; Merck Fellowship at Yaddo; American College of Physicians Award for Poetry; and the Humanities Award of the American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine, 2006.


Physician-Poets Maria Basile, MD (colorectal surgery) and Richard Bronson, MD (reproductive endocrinology), join Dr. Coulehan in leading the medical humanities programming. 



Richard Bronson, MD is currently Professor of Obstetrics & Gynecology and Pathology at the Stony Brook University Medical Center and Director of Reproductive Endocrinology in the Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology. Dr. Bronson is Past President of the American Society for Reproductive Immunology, Editor-in-Chief of the textbook Reproductive Immunology (Blackwell), and a prior Associate Editor of the journal Human Reproduction. He is the author of 130 peer reviewed papers and articles in the medical literature. His poetry, which has appeared in major medical journals in the United States, Australia, Canada and the United Kingdom, as well as in literary journals, has been influenced by his experiences within an inter-generational medical family.  His two collections of poetry, Search for Oz and Silent Music, were published in 1996 and 2009. Dr. Bronson won the 2003 poetry prize of the American College of Physicians and the 2005 poetry prize of the Institute for Medicine in Contemporary Society.  He is currently on the Board of Trustees of the Walt Whitman Birthplace Association and the Long Island Poetry Collective and the editorial boards of Xanadu and The Pharos of AOA. In 1995, he founded Padishah Press, a small literary press dedicated to the publication of poetry informed by the experiences of illness and healing.  


Maria Basile, MD, is a clinical assistant professor in the Department of Surgery at Stony Brook University Hospital. She was the first female fellowship-trained colon and rectal surgeon in Suffolk County, and has been a pioneer in the introduction of minimally invasive colon and rectal surgery in the community. She teaches our medical students with enthusiastic reviews and is also a co-founder of the Stony Brook Medical Humanities program Astonished Harvest.  She is a regular contributor to the Poetry and Medicine section of the Journal of the American Medical Association, where four of her poems appeared in 2008-2009. Her poetry has also been featured in literary magazines, including Touch:  the Journal of Healing, and anthologized with the work of physicians and other health care providers


Lynn Hallarman, MD, Director of Palliative Care at Stony Brook University Medical Center received her medical doctorate from Yale University School of Medicine and completed her residency training at Strong Memorial Hospital in Rochester, NY. She is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Medicine, Division of Hematology/Oncology, and holds a joint appointment with the Center where she teaches actively in the area of compassion and palliative care. Her work develops an integrated approach to caring for hospitalized patients with chronic, life threatening or terminal illness who are experiencing pain and suffering related to disease or treatment.  This work is nationally recognized in this key area where humanity and compassion are quite literally a form of treatment in and of themselves. She is a member of the American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine and the American College of Physicians, and serves on the Hospital Ethics Committee, Cancer Committee, and Pain Committee, and is Chair of the Palliative Care Working Group. 

Michael Vetrano, PhD, holds a part time faculty teaching appointment and is universally revered by students for his leadership of one of our most important courses, Medicine in Contemporary Society, which is required for the second year students.  Dr. Vetrano is an ordained Catholic priest and holds a PhD in moral theology from Fordham University.  His relationship to the hospital community began in 1983 when he served as a chaplain in the department of spiritual care.  Over the years he served as a consultant to several departments on ethical issues and as a faculty member in MCS 2.  In 2000 he became the course director for the program.  His contributions include course elements on spiritual care, compassion, doctor-patient communication, and the development of a community service module within the course.  His interests include educating physicians on the illness experience, the development of skills to acquire and communicate compassion, and competence in relating to the spiritual and humanitarian needs and concerns of patients.  He brings his experience as a counselor, chaplain, and pastor to the teaching of compassionate care.  Dr. Vetrano is an appointed member of the University Hospital ethics committee.


Michael Dorn, PhD, is a Staff Associate working to facilitate new research and educational initiatives. Michael is a cultural geographer with a strong background in architectural design and planning, and long-standing interests in the intersections of disability and space.  Before coming to Stony Brook University, Michael taught both undergraduate and graduate courses, supervised graduate student projects and coordinated a graduate program in Disability Studies at Temple University.  He has worked to alleviate the stigma attached to mental illness through the use of new social media technology.  His current interests include community-based service learning and environmental design to promote health, physical activity, and spiritual wellness.  He also brings to the medical school experience in leading domestic and international service-learning programs – another example of the intersection of altruism, culturally-sensitive education and improved clinical practice.  Along with Stephen Post, Michael is facilitating a year-long series of focus groups comprised of families of people with autism and professionals that will be identifying and exploring issues of healthcare ethics in this community as part of a larger collaboration with the Cody Center for Autism & Developmental Disabilities.  

Michael Roess is a doctoral candidate in the Stony Brook Department of Philosophy who is instrumental as our graduate assistant.  He developed a Center website (www.stonybrook.edu/bioethics) that hosts faculty research as well as educational materials to be used by other programs wishing to follow the Center’s lead.  He aided in the development and implementation of upcoming masters degree program to be offered by the Center and has assisted on several grant application.  His dissertation research on values and rationality reframe discussions on autonomy in medicine that help facilitate ethical and compassionate care.   

Brooke M. Ellison regularly lectures for the Center and is a collaborator in current research projects.  Having overcome a childhood accident which left her paralyzed from the neck down and dependent on a ventilator, Brook speaks about the importance of compassionate care from experience.  In 2000, ten years after her accident, Brooke graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University.  In January of 2002, Brooke and her mother, Jean Ellison, published a book titled The Brooke Ellison Story, which documents their family’s experiences from the day of Brooke’s accident until her college graduation. The book was made into a movie, directed by Christopher Reeve, and released in 2004. In 2007, she was appointed to the New York State Spinal Cord Injury Research Board.  She is also a member of the Empire State Stem Cell Research Board, which oversees New York’s $600 million stem cell research initiative. Brooke’s life (http://www.brookeellison.com) has been widely covered in national newspapers, as well on such programs as Entertainment Tonight, Access Hollywood, The Today Show, Good Morning America, The Early Show, and Larry King Live. Ms. Ellison and Dr. Post teach a course on hope and illness for the medical students, and she is planning a book on this subject.  

An estimated forty faculty from across the university have affiliations with the Center. Elisa Nelson, our Center Administrator, continues to serve us all with exceptional grace and diligence. 

(Below, we describe the major areas of Center activity, highlighting a subset of representative faculty accomplishments, all of which are listed in the appendix of this report under individual faculty.)
III. VISIONARY RESEARCH  

We balance our extensive clinical and teaching responsibilities with research. We are developing a future-oriented research agenda in all three topical areas of the Center. Our ambitious long-term goal is to grow a world class research program that expands our understanding of the art of healing, the significance of compassionate care, the altruistic core of the medical profession, the significance of ethical decision making, and the uses of biotechnologies consistent with human dignity. 

Our faculty has a distinguished record of research in the methods of the humanities and the social and clinical sciences, both of which have equal significance in our efforts. While we pursue independent research projects, we also foster integrative research at the interface of the humanities and the sciences where philosophers and ethicists work collaboratively with clinicians and research methodologists in order to make synergistic progress in the topic areas of the Center. We seek the convergence of different methods, both empirical and humanistic, on the core problem of rebuilding a culture of compassionate respect in healthcare. We value an excellent collection of poems as much as an impressive empirical study or a distinguished book on the history of medicine. 
Our research intensive projects involve collaboration with many other universities including the University of Pennsylvania, Case Western Reserve University, the University of Michigan’s Institute for Social Research, the Fetzer Institute, New York University, and Harvard University.  For example, Stephanie Brown has a psycho-physiology research laboratory at the Institute for Social Research’s Center for Group Dynamics with on-site faculty who help her oversee laboratory studies. Dylan Smith recently wrote a paper commissioned by the National Institute on Aging, in which he reviewed methods for capturing “time use” and emotional well being. He has continued his collaborations with University of Michigan investigators, as has Dr. Keirns. Drs. Post and Brown are working in collaboration with the Benson-Henry Institute of Harvard University, which was formerly the Mind-Body Institute.  

In highlighting funded scientific research below, it should be noted that we often engage interdisciplinary teams spanning the sciences and humanities, that we are concerned with translational research that impacts clinical care, and that our faculty pursue equally significant research using the methods of the humanities in philosophy, history, and literature.  
A representative listing of grants includes the following:
National Institutes of Health
[Brown] Peer Support - Congestive Heart Failure Self-Management; $369,215; Co-Investigator

[Smith] National Institute of Aging: 2008-2010: “Measuring quality of life in an older chronically ill population,” DM Smith, PI; PA Ubel, N. Schwarz, S. Murphy co-investigators; $275,000 (direct). 

[Smith] National Institute of Aging; 2009-2010; “ARRA Supplement: Measuring quality of life in an older chronically ill population,” DM Smith, PI; SL Brown, J Seng, co-investigators; $100,000 (direct). 

[Smith] National Cancer Institute; 2003-2008; “Risk Communication: A Tamoxifen prophylaxis decision aid” (1P50CA101451) P.A. Ubel, PI; DM Smith, co-investigator; $761,190 (direct).  Part of Michigan Center for Health Communication Research Program Grant, Victor Strecher, PI

[Smith] National Institute of Aging: 2009-2011: “Harmonization of Longitudinal Cross-National Surveys of Aging,” (1R21AG032456-01A1) J. Smith, PI; DM Smith, Co-I; $348,398.
Department of Veteran’s Affairs 
  [Brown] Improving Depression Management through Peer Support;$923,000 (total funding); Co-Investigator

[Smith] Department of Veterans Affairs: 2008-2011; “Fatigue among Older Adult Leg 

          Osteoarthritics” N. Alexander, PI; DM Smith, Co-I; $742,000
National Science Foundation
[Brown] Physiological Effects of Helping Behavior; $149,559; Principal Investigator
Private Foundations

[Post] Principal Investigator, “Deadly Medicine Exhibit – Creating the Master Race,” The Samuel H. and Maria Miller Foundation (to bring this exhibit from the National Holocaust Memorial Museum via the United Nations to Stony Brook University ($10,000), 5 April – 14 June 2009. 

[Post] Co-Investigator, 10% support  (PI Maria Pagano, Ph.D., Division of Child Psychiatry, Case Medical Center), “Helping Others: The 12th Step to Sobriety,” The John Templeton Foundation (est. $942,000), April 2009 – March 2012. 

Other
[Brown] Project Co-Director, “Developing Alternatives to Self-interest.” $22,600 awarded by the Center for Advancing Research and Solutions for Society (David Featherman, Director) and OVPR at the University of Michigan. This project seeks to launch an interdisciplinary initiative aimed at addressing the paradigmatic issues surrounding the social and behavioral sciences. This approach considers human motivation as involving caregiving and other-focused goals in addition to reward-seeking motives. An edited volume on this topic will be published by Oxford Press.

[Hallarman] Medical School Palliative Care Education Project Medical College of Wisconsin, EPERC 3 schools selected out of 90 applications. Project: Integration of palliative medicine domains into a required surgical and anesthesia course. Development of a palliative care elective. 2009-present
[Keirns] maintains an active community-based participatory research collaboration with Drs. Edith Parker, Thomas Robins, Toby Lewis and Barbara Israel at the University of Michigan School of Public Health and Detroit-based community partners through Community Action Against Asthma (CAAA).  Founded in 1998 as part of a CDC-funded Urban Research Center, and funded with a series of grants from EPA, NIEHS and NHLBI, CAAA has been working to identify and alleviate factors in the physical, environmental, and social environment of Detroit, Michigan which contribute to disparities in asthma exacerbations, hospitalizations and mortality both between whites and ethnic minorities in Detroit and between Detroit and regional and national rates of asthma complications.  Dr. Keirns’s work, funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, has focused on the impact of childhood asthma on the entire family unit, exploring consequences in terms of cost, stress, sleeplessness, and interventions including peer support and community-health-worker led programs.  
Proposals currently in development include

[Brown]“Neural Circuitry Underlying Altruistic Behavior.” (Brown is a co-Principal Investigator 


with James Swain). Award total $400,000 for 2-year period from the Positive Neuroscience 


RFP at Penn. LOI selected Dec, 2009.  This project will use 
neuroimaging to test whether animal models of maternal care can be used to understand helping behavior and positive emotions in humans.


[Brown] “Neural Circuitry Underlying Altruistic Behavior.” (Brown PI). Award total $150,000 


for a 1-year period from the Science of Generosity RFP at Notre Dame. LOI selected Feb, 2010 and 


is one of 27 selected out of 390 to compete as a full proposal. The funding rate is expected to be 


40%.  This project will use neuroimaging to test whether animal models of maternal care can be 


used to understand helping behavior and positive emotions in humans. 

 [Brown, Flescher, & Post] Templeton Foundation: “Using the caregiving system to inform  links between spirituality and health”

[Keirns & Hallarman] are working on a Greenwall Foundation  proposal to look at culturally-competent practices in end-of-life decision making, particularly exploring issues of trust, religious beliefs, family expectations, and community experiences in vulnerable populations and  those who face health disparities leading to poor health status at younger aged than the population norm. Submission is planned for August 2010.  

[Brown] “Using Ecological Momentary Assessment (EMA) methods to clarify the physical health effects of caregiving in older adults” The major goal of this grant is to distinguish physical health effects of helping behavior from those attributable to caregiver grief. We will use EMA methods in combination with hormone assessments of cortisol and affiliation hormones to distinguish patterns of stress that correspond to threat vs challenge/affiliation; PI; Co-Investigators: Dylan Smith, Ken Langa, Michael Brown, Julia Seng Score/Mechanism: Challenge Grant received 11th percentile score and will be revised to be submitted as an R-01.

[Post] Templeton Foundation with Dr. Marc Galanter of New York University: “ Spirituality and Recovery in AA” 

[Smith & Brown] have begun working on two grant proposals for NIH, with planned submissions in late 2010.  One of these will be a revision of a well-reviewed R01 proposal examine stress, resilience, and emotional well being among  spousal caregivers of people with dementia.

[Smith, Post, & others in Center] I have begun to do the background research and planning for a research study that will be part of a project exploring the role of hope in patients confronting serious illnesses. The group plans to submit a letter of intent later in 2010.

IV. EDUCATION


Education is our most important mission.  Our core commitment in the medical school, the Medicine in Contemporary Society courses, is an integral component of the medical school curriculum. This program began in 1991 for the first and second year students, and was expanded in 1995 to include all four years of medical school.  The program effectively contributes to the graduation of compassionate, professional, and ethically committed doctors.  Our contact hours with each medical student over four years (in lectures, small groups and seminars, and clinical rotations) is an estimated at 200 hours.  

We teach undergraduate and graduate courses for four departments in the College of Arts and Sciences and maintain faculty affiliations with Psychology (Brown), English (Flescher), History (Keirns), and Philosophy (Williams). We have recently received SUNY approval for a masters program, and we are considering a small undergraduate minor.  We also teach courses for the Preventive Medicine Residency Program, the Masters in Public Health, and lecture in nearly thirty other venues. 

A. The School of Medicine

Foundations / Medicine in Contemporary Society Year One (MCS 1) 
The primary aim of Foundations is to provide students with an introduction to the compassionate and clinical practice of medicine while beginning to shape their developing professional identities. This year-long course aims to teach students to become complete doctors who treat complete people, rather than just treating illnesses. All course activities are designed to help students achieve one or more of the following objectives:

1. Demonstrate an awareness of how emotions, attitudes and behaviors affect patient care.

2. Work effectively as a member of a team by demonstrating respect, leadership and compassion in all interactions.

3. Obtain a comprehensive health history, including attentiveness to the patient’s illness experience, and perform a complete physical exam.

4. Utilize an evidence based approach to exploring clinical questions, evaluate critically the medical literature, and effectively communicate research findings to patients and other health professionals.

5. Decide on an ethical course of action taking into account the values, preferences and goals of patients and families, consistent with patient centered care.

MCS Year Two
Medicine in Contemporary Society is our second year program in Medical Humanities, Bioethics, and Compassionate Care.  It forms the bridge between the foundational work done in first year and the experience of clinical medicine which follows.  The course is formative in focus, drawing on cases and experiences and challenges faced by students and faculty learning to practice medicine ethically and compassionately.  MCS 2 allows students to take the lead in instruction.  We provide a minimum of information and insight for each session and faculty leaders are available as mentors – but the learning happens as students take the lead in discussion and interaction with each other.

 Some of the topics treated are:

· The illness experience and the ways in which doctors and patients have used narrative to explore their experience of illness and caring.

· The ethics of hope as understood through the experience of Brooke Ellison, a young woman from Long Island who transcended a paralyzing childhood accident to become an advocate for the possibilities of hope in patient’s lives.

· The problems and opportunities of becoming patient care advocates in both the local and global setting.

· The skills involved in maintaining positive doctor patient relationships and dealing with special situations such as extremely ill patients, patients who pose a risk to their caregivers, and colleagues who are themselves ill or impaired.

· We also explore current issues in bioethcs such as professional integrity in research and practice, mistake and error, personal conscience and respect for autonomy, altruism and organ transplant, and justice and health care reform.

In student evaluations MCS 2 is among the most highly rated courses at Stony Brook achieving top ratings in every category of assessment.

MCS 2. Selectives

In addition to the core content above, MCS 2 also provides students with the opportunity to work together for five weeks in two-hour weekly small groups to examine some of our center’s key topics more closely.  Students have been able to choose topics of interest including:
1. Altruism in Medicine

2. Sociology of Medicine

3. The Ethics of Hope

4. 9-11 Anatomy of a Healthcare Disaster

5. Decision Making in the ICU

6. Core Concepts in Geriatrics

7. Health Care Economics

8. Disability and Community

9. Spirituality and Health care

10. Hospice and Palliative Care

11. Becoming a Better Doctor Through Poetry

12. History of Medicine

MCS 2 Community Service Projects

One of the most important skills involved in a professional career is the ability to achieve balance between one’s own development and the needs of the community in which we serve.  Our second year program provides students with the opportunity to participate in community outreach in a reflective and rewarding way.  Working with faculty mentors, students engage in service to our community in activities such as SB Home (a student run free clinic), working with senior adults at the Long Island State Veterans Home, teaching preventive health practices in local high schools, and mentoring young people in various research projects. The projects allow students to become doctors – teachers – and to practice communicating their new knowledge to a variety of people.

MCS Year Three
Clinical ethics is integrated across the clinical clerkships, including both role-modeling and teaching with clinical faculty, and formal sessions with Center faculty in the Obstetrics and Gynecology and Family Medicine clerkships. 
MCS Year Four 

These electives are offered monthly across the fourth year, allowing students to dive into these important topics after their third tear clerkship experiences:
1. Ethics and Dementia
2. Patient Centered Decision Making
3. Clinical Ethics
4. The History of the US Health Care System: Models, Reforms, Challenges 
5. What the Doctor Said: Literature, Arts, and Medicine
6. Medicine and the Law
7. Spirituality and Medicine
8. Altruism and Bioethics
9. Narrative Medicine
10. Clinical Ethics: Neonatal Intensive Care
11. Ethics Writing Elective for MD with Recognition in Research
12. Palliative Medicine
MD with Recognition in Humanistic Studies

Each year a select group of students at the Stony Brook University School of Medicine choose to spend 6 months over the course of their medical studies exploring in depth an area of the humanities.  These projects have ranged from photography and art to poetry and prose, to history and social sciences, focusing on the experiences of health and illness, and patients and providers, as well as families and societies, as they face the causes and consequences of sickness, aging, disability, and death, as well as seek the sources of wellness, happiness, growth, and generatively.

B. The Masters Program as a Track in the Biological Sciences MA
We have received SUNY approval (pending State Education Department registration) to launch a new masters program focusing on the three foci of the center. Too often bioethics programs focus exclusively on ethical dilemmas in healthcare and the life sciences, without adequately attending to the patient’s illness experience itself. In contrast, our program will devote equal attention to bioethics, medical humanities, and the dynamic of compassionate care in a time when both patients and healthcare professionals find the healthcare system dehumanizing. We will provide students with a comprehensive overview of the paradigm cases and approaches to topics in bioethics. Students will also examine the philosophical and religious traditions that inform contemporary debates. Moreover, they will learn about the human capacity for compassion that underlies the moral life and effective clinical care. Finally, through engagement in the medical humanities, our students will enhance their capacity to understand and respond to the patient as person.

C. Stony Brook University College of Arts & Sciences

[Flescher] English 375/Philosophy 373: The Problem of Evil
[Keirns] History 394: Disease & Society, Department of History

D. Stony Brook University Graduate Studies

[Coulehan] Biomedical Ethics (CEI 597), online graduate course, School of Professional Development
[McCrary] Public Health Law (for MPH and Masters students, as well as Preventive Medicine residents), Graduate Program in Public Health and Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care and Bioethics

[Post] Phil. 619: Philosophical Challenges to Bioethics (co-taught with Eva Kittay), Fall 2009

[Post] Soc. 590: Independent Study & Advanced Methods Elective Philosophy and Sociology of Medicine (for Brooke M. Ellison), Spring 2010 

 [Williams] GRD 500  Responsible Conduct of Research

V. SOWING COMPASSION THROUGH MEDICAL HUMANITIES

A. ASTONISHED HARVEST [Bronson, Basile, Coulehan]

Astonished Harvest, a poetry community at the Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care & Bioethics, was founded by Richard Bronson, M.D., Maria Basile, M.D. Jack Coulehan, M.D., three poet-physicians, at the beginning of the academic year 2009-2010. The name “Astonished Harvest” is taken from a poem (“Transplant”) by Dr. John Stone, both to honor his memory and as an expression of the aims of our program, designed to form a bridge between the community of health care professionals at Stony Brook University Medical Center and the community of health care “receivers” (our patients). We have created a space to voice our thoughts, using the power of poetry, to explore the experience of illness and healing as a group and individually through bimonthly poetry workshops. The Astonished Harvest workshops also provide a forum to discuss through poetry current issues in bioethics. Our workshops have been attended by medical doctors, patient advocates, nurses, medical students, undergraduate students, ethicists and other members of the faculty of the Center. We have reached out to the broader community outside of the Medical Center, hosting readings at the Emma Clark Memorial Library and at the Walt Whitman Birthplace. The poets within our group have also played a role in creating awareness amongst medical students of the value of poetry in promoting the skills of observation, introspection & reflective practice, and communication that are critical to compassionate medical care, through interactive lectures and readings for 1st and 2nd year medical students and electives in poetry & medicine for 2nd and 4th year students. These electives have helped students discover a path to mindfulness and a way to deepen their own appreciation of the practice of medicine, as well as the experience of illness and patienthood, through writing poetry.  Students may also explore the role of poetry in medicine in greater depth, as part of a program leading to an M.D. with distinction in the humanities.  
B. HISTORY OF MEDICINE [Keirns]
Reflecting the breadth of scholarship and experience in the Center and the University, Stony Brook University Health Science Center has been hosting a lecture series in the history of medicine since 1978, organized and shepherded by Dr. Ira Rezak (Pulmonary Medicine, Stony Brook and Northport VAMC) and Dr. Barry Coller (Hematology, now Physician in Chief of The Rockefeller University Hospital and Vice President for Medical Affairs).  The History of Medicine Lecture Series has hosted many of the leaders of the field of history of medicine and brought together practicing physicians, medical students and professional historians to reflect on how the past shapes the present in medical science, medical practice, and the larger society.

2010

Jeremy Greene MD, PhD, Assistant Professor of the History of Science and Instructor in Medicine, Harvard "What's in a Name? Generic Drugs and the Persistence of the Brand"

Naomi Rogers PhD, Associate Professor of History of Medicine and of Women's and Gender Studies, Yale"Gender, History, and the Process of Forgetting: The Case of Sister Kenny"

Chloe Silverman PhD, Assistant Professor in the STS Program, Penn State"Parents Speak: Autism and the Ethics of Treatment" 
2009  
Barron Lerner MD, PhD, Columbia University"Technology and Truth: The Strange Case of Blood Alcohol Levels." 

Helen Hughes Evans M.D. Ph.D., Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education, University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Medicine "Are you a Doctor or a Lady: Thoughts on How Femininity and Feminism have Changed Medicine"

2008


Stephen G. Post Director, Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care, and Bioethics


"Anti-Aging as a Medical Goal: It's Historical Roots and Future Implications"

Ira Rezak Professor of Clinical Medicine, Stony Brook, N.Y."A Projection of our Image: The Anatomy and Physicology of Medical Medals"

Lee R. Mandel MD, MPH, FACP, Captain, Medical Corps, United States Navy


"Franklin Delano Roosevelt: Navy Medicine's Most Important Patient"

W. Bruce Fye MD, Author, Cardiologist and Professor of Medicine and Medical History at the Mayo Clinic Collage of Medicine. Director of the Center for Medical History at the Mayo Clinic


"William Olser Leaves Hopkins for Oxford: Physician Burnout a Century Ago"
C. MUSIC [Flescher]

Starting July 15th, Dr. Flescher will be playing piano for two hours on Thursdays from 5-7 PM in the lobby of Stony Brook hospital. This is an instance of using the medical humanities to render compassionate care. The nursing staff brings patients, where there is arranged seating. Refreshments are served. The patients are bringing their requests in hand. The event is sponsored on a bi-weekly basis by the Center for Medical Humanities, Compassionate Care, and Bioethics.   

VI. CLINICAL CARE ACTIVITIES

Faculty in the Center serve throughout the University Hospital and Health System, providing expertise in biomedical ethics and compassionate care and contributing to the training of medical students, resident physicians, and the continuing education of staff in all disciplines and at all levels.  

The Center’s physician faculty members, including Dr. Carla Keirns (internal medicine), Dr. Richard Bronson (obstetrics and gynecology/reproductive endocrinology), Dr. Maria Basile (colorectal surgery) and Dr. Jack Coulehan (internal medicine) bring literature, history, and ethics to the bedside in their daily clinical care, teaching of medical students and residents, and work with the hospital leadership.  Dr. Bronson, who also directs the second year medical school course in reproduction, integrates ethical cases into his presentation of clinical scenarios, Dr. Basile uses meditation and poetry in her work with members of the local and regional medical community, and Dr. Keirns teaches history, ethics, palliative care, health policy and cultural competence as she works with students and residents in the inpatient medicine services at Stony Brook University Hospital and the outpatient primary care center.  

Faculty Associate Dr. Lynn Hallarman is Director of the Stony Brook University Hospital’s Palliative Care Service, where she leads a team including core faculty member Dr. Carla Keirns in providing inpatient palliative care consultation through the program in Survivorship and Supportive Care.  Dr. Hallarman works closely with faculty in oncology, anesthesia, internal medicine, and across the hospital and medical center, and has grown the service tremendously in just the past few years.  

Stony Brook HOME (Health Outreach and Medical Education) is a community service organization founded by Stony Brook medical students in 2007 with a mission to serve the health care needs of disadvantaged residents of Suffolk County.  Since October 2008, with the commencement of operations of a student-run free clinic, Stony Brook HOME has been serving the Long Island community with numerous health education and outreach events, including sponsoring 2-3 health fairs per year which in collaboration with faculty and trainees from the Schools of Medicine and Dental Medicine provide free screening for diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, glaucoma, and dental diseases.  The SB HOME clinic is open every other Sunday afternoon from 12:30 to 6 PM, and provides basic primary care, continuing care for chronic illnesses, prescriptions, and referrals for specialty care and social service needs of clients.  This spring the senior student graduating members from the Steering Committee of Stony Brook HOME clinic awarded the Dr. Jedan Phillips Distinguished Service Award to Dr. Carla Keirns for her dedication as the Stony Brook Faculty Physician who has demonstrated the most dedication in advancing SB HOME’s mission, who has volunteered a significant amount of time in precepting & teaching students at the clinic, who is a prime example of culturally competent and compassionate care, and who is an excellent mentor and teacher that students respect and look up to.

Stony Brook University School of Medicine and Hospital Committees


[Flescher] Institutional Ethics Committee, Stony Brook University Hospital 

[Hallarman] Institutional Ethics Committee, Stony Brook University Hospital 

[Hallarman] Cancer Committee, Stony Brook University Hospital

[Hallarman] Pain Committee, Stony Brook University Hospital

[Hallarman] Palliative Care Work Group (Chair), Stony Brook University Hospital

[Keirns] Institutional Ethics Committee, Stony Brook University Hospital; Chair, Ethics



Education Subcommittee
[McCrary] Institutional Ethics Committee, Stony Brook University Hospital; Director, Ethics


Consultation Service and Subcimmittee.

[Williams] Institutional Ethics Committee, Stony Brook University Hosptial; Member, Ethics Consultation 

Subcommittee
Clinical Ethics Consultation

[McCrary] Director, Ethics Consultation Service, Stony Brook University Hospital, 2007-Present

[McCrary] Consulting Bioethicist, Stony Brook University Hospital, 2001-Present

[Williams] Consulting Bioethicist, Stony Brook University Hospital, 1985-Present


[Keirns] Consulting Bioethicist, Stony Brook University Hospital, 2009-Present

Collaborations with Clinical Departments

[Bronson]  Pathology


[Dorn & Post] Cody Center for Autism and Developmental Disabilities


[Flescher] Organ Donor Council

[McCrary] Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (Dept. of Pediatrics)
VII. REPRESENTATIVE NATIONAL PUBLICATIONS AND 
       MEDIA

Our Center is among the most active in the nation with regard to publication, national presentations, and media presence. We have responsibility not only to impact the academic venue, but to shape the healthcare culture and the wider society through the public discussion of the subjective experience of illness in a time when so many patients complain of dehumanizing medical care. We also address the major issues of bioethics as these arise routinely in a time of enormous advance in biomedical technology, raising questions of their broader implications for human nature and clinical practice. 

In the past two years alone we have produced 65 peer-review articles; numerous poems and opinion pieces; and an estimated 35 newspaper and magazine articles including the New York Times, Parade Magazine, O Magazine, and the Washington Post. Our faculty has presented invited papers and plenary addresses for more than 100 professional and public entities, including the United States Congress, The Aspen Institute and The Fetzer Institute. We present some highlights from these publications, presentations, and media events. In addition to the presentations listed here, we are also involved in education and public presentations across the University and throughout the local community, presenting at venues such as medical society meetings, public libraries, and churches and synagogues.  

Books
[Basile], Private Practice (The Lives You Touch Publications) 2010.

[Flescher] Four Models of Moral Evil (Georgetown University Press) forthcoming 2011

[Keirns] Measured Breath: A Short History of Asthma ( Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press) forthcoming 2011
Edited Books
[Brown] (Eds). Moving Beyond Self-Interest. (Oxford University Press) forthcoming 2011. 

Book Chapters
[Brown] Dillard, A., Schiavone, A., & Brown, S. L.,  Helping Behavior and Positive Emotions: Implications for Health and Well-being. In Positive Psychology Perspective Series (Greenwood Publishing Group, 2008)
[Coulehan] Coulehan J., In the Middle of Life’s Journey. In Berlin R. (Ed.) Poets on Prozac: Mental Illness, Treatment, and the Creative Process ( Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009), pp. 92-104. 

[Coulehan]  Coulehan J. William Osler’s Beloved Friend: Sir Thomas Browne and Religio Medici. In LaCombe M, Elpern DJ (Eds.) Osler’s Bedside Library. Great Writers Who Inspired a Great Physician. (Philadelphia, American College of Physicians, 2009), pp. 11-26.
Dorn] Dorn, M, Volney's Tableau, Medical Geography, and Books on the Frontier. In Geographies of the Book, edited by Miles Ogborn, & Charles W. J. Withers (Burlington, Vermont: Ashgate, 2010), pp. 247-275.
[Keirns & Dorn]Dorn, Michael L. Carla C. Keirns & Vincent Del Casino, Doubting Dualisms: A Genealogical Reading of Medical Geographies. Iin Companion to Health and Medical Geography, edited by Tim Brown, Sara McLafferty, & Graham Moon (Boston: Blackwell, 2009), pp. 55-78.

[Keirns] Keirns, Carla C., Michael Fetters, Raymond De Vries, Bioethics & Medical  Education. In Handbook of the Sociology of Medical Education, edited by Caragh Brosnan and Bryan S. Turner (London: Routledge, 2009), pp. 174-190.
[Keirns & Dorn] Dorn, Michael L. and Carla C. Keirns, Disability, Health, Nation. I Handbook of Social Geography, Smith, S., S. Marston, R. Pain and J. P. Jones III, eds. (London: Sage Books, 2009), pp. 99-117.

[Post] Post SG, The Golden Rule in its Idealistic Formulation: Benefits for the Moral Agent. In The Golden Rule: Analytic Perspectives, edited by Jacob Neusener & Bruce Chilton (Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 2008), pp. 179-189.


Peer-Reviewed Articles
[Brown] Brown, S. L., Fredrickson, B. L., Wirth, M., Poulin, M., Meirer, E., Heaphy, E., Cohen, M., & Schultheiss, O. Closeness Increases Salivary Progesterone in Humans. Hormones and Behavior, 2009; 56, 108-111. 
[Brown & Smith] Brown, S. L. Smith, D. M., Schulz, R. Kabeto, M., Ubel, P., Yee, J., Kim, C. & Langa, K. Caregiving and Decreased Mortality in a National Sample of Older Adults, Psychological Science, 2009; 20, 488-494.  
[Coulehan] Shapiro J, Coulehan J, Wear D, Montello M. Medical Humanities and Their Discontents: Definitions, Critiques, and Implications.  Academic Medicine. 2009; 84: 192-198.

[Coulehan] Coulehan J. Smashed Pots. Annals of Internal Medicine, 2009; 150: 650-651.

[Coulehan] Coulehan J. Shingles Does It. Health Affairs, 2009; 28: 1509-1514.

[Coulehan] Coulehan J. Compassionate Solidarity: Suffering, Poetry, and Medicine. Perspectives in Biology and Medicine, 2009; 52: 585-603.

[Coulehan] Coulehan J. Horse and Buggy Doctor. Commentary, Medicine and the Arts, Academic Medicine. 2009; 84: 635.  

[Coulehan] Coulehan J. Everything in Its Proper Season: Sir Thomas Browne’s Religio Medici, Journal of General Internal Medicine, 2010; 25(5): 478-479. 

[Flescher] Andrew Flescher.  Overbelief and the Therapy of Hope,  Proceedings of The European Association 

for American Studies,2011 ( in press)
[Hallarman] Hallarman L. My Father’s Silence,  Journal of Palliative Medicine,  July, 2010 (in press)
[Keirns & Smith] Sasson, Comilla, Carla C. Keirns, Dylan Smith, Michael Sayre, Michelle Macy, William Meurer, Bryan F. McNally, Arthur L. Kellermann, Theodore J. Iwashyna, Small Area Variations in Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest: Does the Neighborhood Matter? Annals of Internal Medicine, Early Release June 2, 2010 http://www.annals.org/content/early/2010/06/01/0003-4819-153-1-201007060-00255.full?aimhp

[Keirns] Keirns, Carla C. “Asthma Mitigation Strategies of Professional, Charitable and Community-Based Coalitions,” American Journal of Preventive Medicine, December 2009; 37(6S1): S244-S250.

[Keirns] Keirns, Carla C. “Dying of a Treatable Disease,” Health Affairs, November/December 2009; 28(6): 1807-1813.

[Keirns] Keirns, Carla C. & Susan Dorr Goold, Patient-Centered Care and Pay for Performance, JAMA, October 28, 2009; 302(16): 1805-6.

[Keirns] Keirns, Carla C. & Susan D. Goold, “Dirty Blood,” Hastings Center Reports, September-October 2009; 39(5): 13-14.

[Keirns] Newton, Manya F., Carla C. Keirns, Rebecca Cunningham, Rodney Hayward, Rachel Stanley, “Assumptions vs. Data Concerning Working-Age Uninsured Adults Presenting to US Emergency Departments: Assumptions vs. Data.” Journal of the American Medical Association, October 22/29, 2008; 300(16): 1914-24.

[Keirns] Keirns, Carla C. & Brendan Carr, “From the Emergency Department to Vital Statistics: Cause of Death Uncertain,” Academic Emergency Medicine, August 2008; 15(8) 768-775.

[McCrary]McCrary SV.  Transferring Emerging Neuroscience to the Clinical Ethics Bedside.  American Journal of Bioethics AJOB-Neuroscience 2009; 9 (9): 21-23.

[McCrary]McCrary SV.  Neonatology and the Specter of the Law.  Journal of Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine 2009; 2 (2): 69-81.

[Post] S.G. Post, “Humanism, Posthumanism, and Compassionate Love,” Technology in Society, Vol. 31, No. 1, 2010, pp. 35-39. 

[Post] S.G. Post, “Physicians and Patients’ Spirituality: The Perennial Collaboration of Medicine and Religion,” Virtual Mentor- The American Medical Association Journal of Ethics, Vol. 11(10), 2 October 2009, pp. 804-815.  (http://virtualmentor.ama-assn.org/2009/10/oped1-0910.html) 

[Post] M.E. Pagano, B.B. Zeltner, S.G. Post, J. Jaber, W.H. Zywiak, R.L. Stout, “Helping Others and Long-term Sobriety: Who Should I Help to Stay Sober?” Alcoholism Treatment Quarterly, Vol. 27, No. 1, 2009, pp. 38-50. 

 [Smith & Brown] Smith, D.M., Brown, S.L., & Ubel, P.A. Are subjective well being measures any better than decision utility measures? Health Economics, Policy and Law. 2008;3(1):85-92.

[Smith & Brown]Brown, S.L, House, J.S., Brown, M. R., Smith, D. M. Coping with spousal loss: The buffering effects of helping behavior. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 2008;34(6):849-861.

[Smith] Waljee, J.F., Hu, E.S., Ubel, P.A. Smith, D.M. Newman, L.A., and Alderman, A.K. The Effect of Aesthetic Outcome following Breast Conserving Surgery on Psychosocial Functioning and Quality of Life. Journal of Clinical Oncology, 2008;26(20):3331-3337.

[Smith]Smith, D.M., Loewenstein, G., Jankovich, S., Jepson, C., Feldman, H., & Ubel, PA. (In Press)  Mispredicting and misremembering: Patients overestimate improvements in quality of life after renal transplant. Health Psychology, 2008; 27(5): 653-658

[Smith]Lacey, H.P., Fagerlin, A., Loewenstein, G., Smith, D.M., Ubel, P.A. Are they really that happy?  Exploring scale recalibration in estimates of well-being. Health Psychology, 2008; 27(6): 669-675.

[Smith]Engel KG, Heisler M, Smith DM, Robinson CH, Forman JH, Ubel PA. Patient comprehension of emergency department care and instructions: Are patients 
aware of when they do not understand? Annals of Emergency Medicine. 53(4): 454-461.e15, 2009.

[Smith] Smith, D.M., Loewenstein, G., Jankovich, & Ubel, PA. Happily hopeless: Adaptation to a permanent, but not to a temporary disability. Health Psychology, 28(6): 787-791. 

[Smith] Murphy, S.L. & Smith, D.M. Fatigue in Daily Activities: An Ecological Momentary Assessment Measure of Fatigability in Older Adults with Osteoarthritis. Journal of Gerontology A, 65(2) 184-189.
[Williams] Williams PC, Saviors as saints or sinners? Pediatric Transplantation, 2008: 12:493-495.


Poetry
[Basile]  “Dinosaurs,” JAMA, 2009; 301:1746
[Basile] “The Widower Surgeon’s Lament,” JAMA, 2009;301:1636

[Basile] “Midnight Rain,” JAMA, 2009; 301:1206

[Basile] “Minimally Invasive,” JAMA, 2008; 299: 258
[Bronson] “Cod Liver Oil and Egg Nogs,” Annals of Internal Medicine, 2010, 152:741

 [Coulehan] “Case History,” JAMA, 2009; 302: 1737.

[Coulehan] “Nothing Is Sacred,” Annals of Internal Medicine, 2009; 151: 686

[Coulehan] “No Clues” and “Benign,” Annals of Internal Medicine, 2009; 151: 803 and 822

[Coulehan] “Pantoun on Lines by William Osler,” JAMA, 2009; 302: 1844

[Coulehan] “Babushka,” JAMA, 2009; 302: 2066

[McCrary] “Therapeutic Privilege,” Journal of Clinical Ethics, 2010; 21(1):44.

Reference Work Articles
[Flescher] Flescher, A. Representations of Belief in a Cinematic Medium, In Encyclopedia of Religion & Film, Eric Mazur, editors (Santa Barbara, Cal.: ABC-CLIO, in press)

[Flescher] Flescher, A. Religious Saints, In International Encyclopedia of Ethics, Hugh La Folette, editor (London: Wiley-Blackwell , in press) 
[Keirns] Keirns, Carla C. ,Asthma & Allergy, In Encyclopedia of American Environmental History, edited by Kathleen A. Brosnan, (New York: Facts on File, in press)


[Keirns]Keirns, Carla C. Ragweed, In the Encyclopedia of American Environmental History, edited by Kathleen A. Brosnan, (New York: Facts on File, in press)
[Post] Post, S.G. Health, Happiness and Altruism,  In Encyclopedia of Public Health, Vol. 3, edited by Kris Heggenhougen and Stella Quah. (San Diego: Academic Press, 2008), pp. 103-107. 

[Post] Post, S.G. Generosity/Selfishness.  In International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, 2nd Edition (9 vols.), edited by W.A. Darity (New York: Macmillan Reference Division, 2008), vol. 3, pp. 292-294.

VIII. REPRESENTATIVE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
PRESENTATIONS AND MEDIA
A. PRESENTATIONS

[Basile] podium presentation, “www.poetryMD.blogspot.com : using Internet resources to engage medical students in the study of Poetry and Medicine”  University of Iowa’s Carver School of Medicine  The Examined Life Conference, April 30, 2009.  Attendees scored the presentation with highest ratings.

[Coulehan] Invited lecture, “Empathy, Poetry, and Medicine,” Symposium on Medical Humanities, Yale University, New Haven, April 2009. 

[Coulehan] Invited Speaker, “Translating Lives: Clinician-Poets Speak to their Dual Experience,” American Society for Bioethics and Humanities, Washington, DC, October 2009.

[Coulehan] Invited speaker, “Hope and Healing,” Colloquium: In What May We Hope? , University of Tasmania, Hobart, Tasmania, Australia, January 2010.

[Coulehan] AOA Lecture, Tenderness and Steadiness: Empathy and Narrative Medicine, Wake Forest College of Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC, April 2010. 

[Coulehan] Keynote speaker, “In the Middle of Life’s Journey,” Life Lines: Poetry for Our Patients, Our Communities and Ourselves, Durham, Duke University School of Medicine, May 2010

[Coulehan] Invited speaker, “Medical Humanities and Humanism: An Historical perspective,” College of Physicians of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, May 2010
[Flescher]  Invited speaker, “Jamesian Overbelief and the Therapy of Hope,” Revisioning Pragmatism Conference, Hamburg University, Hamburg, Germany, June 23-27, 2010
[Flescher] Invited Participant, Opening of the new William James Center, University of Dortmund, Dortmund, Germany, June 28, 2010

[Flescher] Invited, “From Pragmatism to Overbelief,” Paderborn University, Paderborn, Germany , June 29, 2010

[Flescher] Invited Lecturer, “Religious Ethics,” University of Lisbon, Lisbon, Portugal, July 3, 2010

[Keirns] Can You Forget How to Stay Alive? Alzheimer’s and Dementias as Causes of Death in the US, 1949-2009, American Association for the History of Medicine, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota, May 1, 2010

[Keirns] The Asthma Epidemic, 1979-2009: The Rise and Fall of a Public Problem, Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program Annual Meeting, San Diego, California, November 4, 2009

[Keirns] Keirns, Carla C., Edith A. Parker, Natalie Sampson, Rebecca Cheezum, Wilma Breakfield-Caldwell, Thomas G. Robins, The Impact of Caring for a Child with Asthma on the Family: A CBPR Approach, The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Princeton, NJ, June 16, 2009

[Keirns] Keirns, Carla C., Edith A Parker, Larkin L. Strong, Barbara Israel, Thomas Robins, Toby Lewis, Health Disparities and the Family: The Impact of Caring for a Child with Asthma on the Health of the Primary Caregiver, NIH Health Disparities Summit, Washington, DC, December 16, 2009

[Keirns] Keirns, Carla C., Edith A Parker, Larkin L. Strong, Barbara Israel, Thomas Robins, Toby Lewis, The Impact of Caring for a Child with Asthma on the Health of the Primary Caregiver, A Mixed Methods Study, Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program Annual Meeting, November 21, 2009, Washington, DC

[McCrary] Commentator and Expert Panelist for Final Meeting of Study, Conflict of Interest Notification Study (COINS), Duke University Medical Center and The Johns Hopkins University, Washington, DC, 2008.

[Post] Plenary Address, “The Enduring Self in the Deeply Forgetful: An Ethics of Care When Cure Remains Elusive” (4th International Conference, Coming of Age – Dementia in the 21st Century, University of Stirling, Royal College of Psychiatrists, Royal College of Nursing) London, UK: 22 October 2010.

[Post]  Plenary Address, “Compassionate Care and Our Common Good” (New Directions  - A Roundtable of the Duke University Institute on Care at the End of Life) Durham, NC:18 May 2010.

[Post] Grand Rounds Lecture, “Good Doctors: The Health Benefits of Providing Compassionate Care – A Scientific Perspective” (New York University School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry) New York, NY: 6 May 2010. 

[Post] Visiting Lecturer, “The Philosophy and Positive Psychology of Altruistic Love” (Masters in Positive Psychology, The University of Pennsylvania) Philadelphia, PA: 25 February 2010.

 [Post] Distinguished Lecturer, “It’s Good to be Good: The Convergence Model of Science, Religion, Ethics, and Health” (Series on Celebrating the Legacy of C.P. Snow’s The Two Cultures 50 Years Later, Weill Cornell Medical College, Division of Medical Ethics) New York, 7 May 2009.

[Williams] “Critical Ethical issues in the Dean’s Office” presentation at the meeting of the Dean’s Assistants Group of the AAMC, November 2008

[Williams] “Seasons in the life of a program director.” Panel discussion on careers at the annual meeting of ASBH, October, 2008.
B. NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

 “Live Well With What You Have,” Parade Magazine, January 10, 2010, pp. 6-7 (30 million readers via Sunday papers around the US).
“In Month of Giving, A Healthy Reward,” Science Times, New York Times, 1 December 2009, D5.
“You Give, You Get,” O – The Oprah Magazine, December 2009, pp. 226-227.

“The Rewards of Volunteering,” LA Times, August 8, 2009.

“Remembering the Nazis’ War on the ‘Genetically Unfit’,” New York Times, 9 April 2009.

“Skip to the Heart Beat and It’s All the More Rosey,” The Sydney Morning Herald, 8 July 2008.

“Editorial: Don’t Blame the Uninsured,” New York Times, October 30, 2008, p. A38

“Study Finds No Flood of Uninsured in ERs,” The Washington Post, October 22, 2008 

IX. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND PROJECTS

Journal Editorial Boards

[Bronson] Journal of Reproductive Immunology 

[Bronson] The Pharos of AOA

[Coulehan] Journal of Medical Humanities

[Coulehan]  Medical Encounter (Poetry Editor)

[Coulehan] The Pharos (Book Review Editor)

[Coulehan] Qualitative Health Research (Associate Editor)

[Coulehan]  Bellevue Literary Review

[Flescher] Society for Jewish and Christian Ethics 

[Post] Journal of Management, Spirituality and Religion 

[Post] Alzheimer’s and Dementia: Journal of the Alzheimer’s Association 
[Post] Alzheimer Disease & Associated Disorders 

[Post] Alzheimer’s Care Quarterly 

[Post] International Journal of Psychiatry in Medicine

[Post] Dementia: The International Journal of Social Research and Practice 

Professional Societies (leadership roles)
[Basile] Delegate to Medical Society of the State of New York House of Delegates, the largest policy-making body for organized medicine in New York 
[Basile] Secretary Treasurer of the Suffolk County Medical Society
[Bronson] American Society for Reproductive Immunology Council ;  Co-Chair of the 31st Annual Meeting, May 2011, Salt Lake City, Utah.
[Coulehan] National Association for Poetry Therapy; National Advisory Board 

[Coulehan] American College of Physicians

[Coulehan] American Society for Bioethics and Humanities

[Coulehan] American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine   
[Flescher]  Society for Jewish and Christian Ethics 

[Keirns] American Association for the History of Medicine

[Williams] AAMC:Northeastern Group on Educational Affairs; Program Committee & Group on Faculty Affairs
[Williams]American Society for Bioethics and Humanities: Law affinity group

[Williams] Associated Medical Schools of new York: Executive Committee; Education Committee; Conflict of Interest Group
Services and Projects (National and International)

[Coulehan] Final judge, The Pharos annual poetry contest

[Coulehan] Judge, Arnold Gold Humanism Essay contest

National Institutes of Health & Library of Congress Study Sections or Committees

[Post] National Library of Medicine Scholarly Works (G13) Grant Review (June 2010)
[Smith] Social Psychology, Personality, and Interpersonal Processes Study Section at NIH (2009, 2010)
Projects (Regional)

[Basile] Through funding by the United Hospital Fund and the Greater New York Hospital Association, Dr. Basile is a serving as a Clinical Quality Fellow.  Her work during the fellowship focuses on improving hospital-physician communication as a foundation for clinical quality improvement.

[Post] Deadly Medicine Exhibit – Creating the Master Race (Exhibit from the National Holocaust Memorial Museum brought to Stony Brook University with  lecture series and public events) Stony Brook University: 5 April – 14 June 2009. 
School of Medicine Committees 

[Keirns] Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) Self Study, Curriculum Years 1 & 2

[Keirns] School of Medicine Strategic Planning Committee, Community Outreach Subcommittee

[Keirns] Faculty Mentor, Stony Brook Health Outreach and Medical Education (HOME) Clinic serving uninsured and underserved residents of Suffolk County

[Keirns] Faculty Mentor, Stony Brook Health Literacy Student Organization, providing community education and outreach to patients and families in understanding medical, health, and nutrition information
[McCrary]Faculty Senate, School of Medicine, 2001-2009

[McCrary]Curriculum Committee, Graduate Program in Public Health (current)
[Post] Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) Special Topics Committee

[Williams] Curriculum Committee (chair) & ex officio on its subcommittees

[Williams] Dean’s Cabinet


Secondary and Adjunct Appointments 

[Bronson] Professor of Pathology

[Coulehan] Lecturer, Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons
[Coulehan] Lecturer, Stony Brook University School of Professional Education

[Brown ]Adjunct Assistant Professor, Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan
[Brown ] Visiting Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Michigan

[Brown ] Member, Cancer Center, University of Michigan

[Keirns] Assistant Professor of History, College of Arts & Sciences, Stony Brook University
[Post] 2009-12 Senior Advisor, Positive Psychology Center at the University of Pennsylvania
[Post] 2007- Senior Fellow, Center for the Study of Law and Religion, School of Law, Emory University

[Post] 2007- Distinguished Scholar, Institute for Studies in Religion, Baylor University

[Post]2010 - Appointed International Advisory Group, Dementia Center, University of Stirling, Scotland 

[Williams] Professor, Department of Philosophy

Board of Directors of Non-Profits

[Bronson] Walt Whitman Birthplace Association

[Bronson] Long Island Poetry Collective

[Coulehan] Hospice Care Network

[Coulehan] Walt Whitman Birthplace Association (Secretary)

[Williams] Human Services Research Institute (MR/DD program evaluation consultants)

X. HONORS AND DISTINCTIONS
[Basile] Theodore Roosevelt Award from the St. Charles Hospital Board of Trustees.  2009

[Basile] “Woman of the Year in Medicine” by the Town of Brookhaven, NY State and Suffolk County Legislators 2009

[Bronson] Castle Connelly’s Best Doctors in the New York Metro Area, 2007, 2008,2009
[Hallarman] National Consensus Project 2009 Quality In Palliative Care Leadership Award. 2009 
[Hallarman] Education Innovation Award (Palliative Medicine) Stony Brook University Medical School 2010.

[Keirns] Dr. Jedan Phillips Distinguished Service Award to Dr. Carla Keirns for her dedication as the Stony Brook Faculty Physician who has demonstrated the most dedication in advancing SB HOME’s mission, who has volunteered a significant amount of time in precepting & teaching students at the clinic, who is a prime example of culturally competent and compassionate care, and who is an excellent mentor and teacher that students respect and look up to.  2010
[McCrary] Fulbright Senior Specialist, Council for International Exchange of Scholars.  Comparative ethical and legal aspects of neonatal intensive care in New Zealand and the United States, 2010.

[Post] Selected for “Medical Classics of the Century” by the British Medical Journal for The Moral Challenge of Alzheimer Disease  2009
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